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OVERVIEW

When dealing with the Chosen People, there are basically four major themes:

1. The ‘proofs’ that we are chosen — the amazing fact that we survived at all; our
contribution to civilization; the uniqueness of anti-Semitism and the accurate
predictions of the prophecies concerning us.

2. Chosen for what? We were chosen for obligations, not privileges; at least not
privileges in the earthly sense of the word.

3. Given that we are chosen, we nevertheless have a very sensitive and
responsible attitude towards the nations and religions of the world.

4. How do we deal with Jewish laws that discriminate against non-Jews? There
are extreme cases of this, such as the mitzvah to kill Amalek; but there are also milder
cases of discrimination, the most problematic of which is the prohibition to save a
non-Jewish life on Shabbos.
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SUGGESTED OUTLINE FOR THE CHOSEN PEOPLE

A-

THE PRIMARY ARGUMENT

1- The fact of our chosen-ness: The four proofs of this (Chapter A)

2- Judaism believes in:

(1) Equality of opportunity (Chapter B 1 V ii)

(11) Universalism (Chapter B 11)
GIVEN THIS:

1- How did it happen that we came to be chosen? (Chapter B, iii-iv)
2- What were we chosen for?
3- What is our attitude to non-Jews?

(1) How does the non-Jew fulfill himself?
e Noachide laws (Chapter B vi, E ii)

e m (Chapter B v; D iii-iv; F 1ii)

e National and religious spirituality (Chapter F 1 and ii)

(i1) Our obligation:

e Chosen-ness for the sake of the world - o5y ppn (Chapter C iv)
e Concern for spiritual fulfillment of the world (Chapter C v-vi)

QUESTIONS ABOUT DISCRIMINATION:!

1- Racial (Chapter D)

2- National (Chapter F)

3- Religious (Chapter E)

4- Specific nmyn(Chapter G)

5- Why can the Jews not be un-chosen? (Chapter C ii, Appendix E iv)

Suggested additional o yw that can be culled from these notes:

(See Index at back for more titles)

ANTI-SEMITISM
THE LAND OF ISRAEL
ISSUES OF EQUALITY
(can also be used for women’s issues)
Equality
Freedom and equality
NOACHIDE LAWS
THE ROLE OF NON-JEWS IN THE WORLD
DISCRIMINATORY LAWS
TOLERANCE
Absolute vs. relative values in particular

UNIVERSALISM
PROOFS OF THE TORAH

Aii c and Appendix A

Ciii

Ei

B

D ii, Appendix F viii
Appendix B

B ii, iv-vi; C vi

G

D,E F

E i, Appendix F
in particular vii-ix
Biv; Cv-vi; F

A i (briefly referred to here; to
be dealt with more extensively in
a subsequent booklet)

' Many people don't include this selection in a shiur on the Chosen People. However, these issues often come up
during question time.
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CHAPTER A: THE FACT OF OUR CHOSEN-NESS

The fact of our chosen-ness is clear throughout 7°»n and is a central tenet of
Judaism

Our chosen-ness is proven by numerous things:

a-  Our survival despite anti-Semitism, size and dispersion
1-  Miracle within miracle #1: Our size
2-  Miracle within miracle #2: Dispersion
3-  Miracle within miracle #3: Repetition of the miracles
4-  Survival for a purpose

b-  Anti-Semitism

c-  Historical verification of the nn

I-  The Jews were historically hugely skeptical and therefore demanded a
high level of proof

2-  No other nation even attempted to make such a claim
3-  The revelation was in front of the whole nation

4-  The revelation was supported by miracles, which were characterized by
unique factors

d-  Fulfillment of prophecies
Jewish contribution to civilization

Page 9




CHAPTER A: THE FACT OF OUR CHOSENNESS

The reality of the Jews as the Chosen Nation is clear throughout 77n. In numerous
places the nn states that the Jewish Nation is separate, holy and G-d's treasured nation?.
This concept is also a central tenet of Judaism, as we see it displayed in many parts of nan
and Jewish customs3.

Both Christianity and Islam recognize that the Jews were chosen by G-d, although
they have historically claimed that G-d later left the Jews in favor of the Christians or the
Moslems (depending on who is making the claim)*. However, in an astonishing about turn,
many Christian denominations have, in the last 25 years, begun to claim that G-d in fact
never left his covenant with the Jews>.

These attitudes have led to many contradictions in church theology, implicitly
recognizing that this means Jews can achieve salvation without believing in Jesus. The
churches have variously called this contradiction a paradox or a mystery, and something
which will require clarification at a later date. This recognition must surely be, as the 0”ann
predicted, part of the preparations for the coming of the nwn.
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Jewish Action Fall 2004, Oh You have Chosen Us From Amongst the Nations: Rav Kook writes: One might think

that the entire difference between Israel and the nations is that difference [in the realm of action] which is given

prominence by the active observance of mitzvot ....This view is mistaken.... It is the element of neshamah that

sets Israel’'s character apart as a distinct unit, unique in the world. From that difference spring all the differences

in behavior [i.e.,mitzvot], and even when these last are impaired [by lack of observance], that impairment cannot

touch the ... psychic element from which they derive. Therefore the difference between Israel and the nations will

remain forever (Orot Yisrael 5:7).

JA Fall 2004, R' Yaakov Feitman: Rabbi Chaim Segal, zt"l, the veteran menahel of Mesivta Rabbi Chaim Berlin,

is said to have once asked the rosh yeshivah, Rav Yitzchak Hutner, zt’l, “What is the single most important

teaching to transmit to the new generation of American students?” His reply was terse and immediate: “That we

are the Am Hanivchar.” ...Rav Hutner did speak a great deal about the uniqueness of Israel. The rosh yeshivah

spent much time defining what he generally referred to as Knesses Yisrael. He also explored deeply the purpose

of Am Yisrael. Perhaps most importantly to this topic, he spoke and wrote much about havdalah—the

dissociation of Israel from the nations. Through a study of his views of these cognate subjects, we may come to
appreciate Rav Hutner’s understanding of the concept of Am Hanivchar.

17721 ,07NN 222 901 , 0”00 11372 27 ,2XR70° 2R3 ,127 02X 07101 J'D"IJ3

4n Christianity, this is known as super-sessionism.

5 G-d’s covenants are not broken ... the church has not ‘replaced’ the Jewish people — The Presbyterian Church
(199" General Assembly, 1987)

We believe that to deny G-d’s irrevocable covenant with the chosen people has led and continues to lead to the
“teaching of contempt” for Jews, with its horrifying results. We reject that view. — The United Church of Christ
(Theological Panel in 1990)

The Jews were still a covenanted people. ... The heritage and hopes of a religious Israel ... have continued to
live in the Jewish faith and people. (The United Methodist Church (General Conference, 1972)



Chapter A: The fact of our chosen-ness — iii. Jewish contribution to civilization

There are many ways to prove the chosenness of the Jewish Nation®. The Jews have
survived through the ages despite small size, dispersion among the nations of the world and
rabid anti-Semitism. Anti-Semitism is a completely unique form of hatred that is only
explicable by the fact that we are the Chosen People and that this fact is recognized by our
enemies. We also have historical verification that details and proves how G-d's nmn was
given to the Jewish Nation at Har Sinai. In addition, we see the fulfillment of prophecies
showing a precise correlation between what the Torah said would happen to the Chosen
People and actual historical events that happened to the Jews. And, Jewish contribution to
civilization is beyond all proportion of our size and the difficult circumstances under which
we have survived.’

None of these are absolute proofs on their own. They are cumulative and need to be
seen all together. In addition, when we talk about proofs we do not mean any explanation is
the only possible one for a set of data. There is always another possible way of explaining
things. Scientists are used to having two, or sometimes many, different explanations for some
phenomena. What scientists do is accept the most probable explanation, the one that fits the
facts best, as the true theory. Furthermore, a theory that unites more information under it will
be regarded as more scientific than an explanation which is more local.® So, for example, we
might be able to explain each case of anti-Semitism with different explanations: the Jews are
too rich, too poor, are different, etc. A scientist, however, would regard this approach as far
less scientific than a comprehensive explanation, which includes all cases of anti-Semitism,
such as the one we give below?.

The Jewish Nation has survived despite anti-Semitism, size and dispersion.!® Our
survival was promised, and therefore predicted, by G-d'. Indeed, without this promise, we

6 Some challenge whether we were ever chosen. (See Appendix A iii); others claim that although we were once
chosen, we subsequently messed things up and others were chosen in our stead (see Appendix iv a).

In the Discovery seminar they describe the 7 Wonders of Jewish History:

1-The eternal nation

2-Exile & world dispersion

3-Anti-Semitism

4-Few in number

5-Light unto the nations

6-Interdependency of nation and land

7-Return to the land

7
We have dealt with this as a separate section — iii below

8 We have explained this idea in detail in the Ner LeElef book Science.

9 Refer to the Ner LeElef Proofs Book for more detailed explanations of some of the proofs below.

10After China barred the Dalai Lama and his Buddhist followers from ever setting foot in Tibet, the Buddhist
leader sought advice from Elie Wiesel. “You've been in exile for 2,000 years,” the Dalai Lama said. “We are just
going into exile. Teach us how to survive.” Wiesel, the conscience of the Jewish people, revealed the secret of
Jewish survival: “The Jews took two things with them when they went into exile — the Book and a sense of
solidarity.

11
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Chapter A: The fact of our chosen-ness — iii. Jewish contribution to civilization

could not have survived a history with umpteen dispersions all over the globe. As a small and
helpless minority amongst the nations, there were numerous attempts to get rid of us through
forced conversion, expulsions and genocide!?. In light of this fact, our survival is truly
miraculous 3.
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Let us relate briefly to 1, i.e., that the Torah will not be forgotten for the Jewish nation: Divine Providence ensured
that before the sun of one Torah center set, the sun of another center would rise elsewhere, and the transmission
of Torah has, indeed, been continuous to this very day.
For example, eleven years before nux1 n'a 12110, King Yechonyah and the entire Sanhedrin was exiled, at the
time seemingly an insurmountable disaster for our People. But eventually it became clear that this was in fact a
Divine blessing, for not only were the Sages thus saved from the widespread massacre that followed the
Destruction, but they laid the foundations of the great yeshivot of Babylonia, preparing the ground for future
Torah study there. When the next wave of exiles arrived, crushed in spirit and body, they were met by an already
established framework of Torah schools and yeshivot. Rav Sherira Gaon records that Yechonyah and his people
built a synagogue, using for its foundation the very stones and earth which they had brought along from the Beit
HaMikdash, in keeping with the verse: “For Your servants take pleasure in its stones and prayed upon its earth.”
(Tehillim 1:15) This synagogue was called “The Synagogue that Traveled and Settled in Nehardea,” i.e., part of
the Beit HaMikdash was transferred to here and the Divine Presence rested upon them (see Gittin 88a).
At the time of the "1uw n"a 1271M, Divine Providence was again revealed (Gittin 56a). R. Yochanan ben Zakkai
found favor in Vespasian’s eyes when he told him that he would become the next Roman emperor. As a reward,
Vespasian agreed to fulfill R. Yochanan’s request to spare Yavneh and its scholars (Gittin 56a). One can but
surmise that had Vespasian realized what this seemingly innocent request would lead to, he would have refused
it out of hand. As history was to prove later, it was the bulwark of Torah learning in Yavneh which assured the
survival of Torah for all future generations despite the disastrous devastation of the Roman war. (At that time
R’Yochanan was already over one hundred years old! Yochanan ben Zakkai was one of the four elders of our
People responsible for transmitting the Torah from generation to generation, who were active until their deaths at
120 years of age (see Sifri 357, at the end of Devarim). The other three were Moshe Rabbeinu, Hillel and
R’Akiva. The advanced age of the last two was also a special measure of Divine Providence for the preservation
of Torah. By the time that the persecution in Eretz Yisrael grew unbearable and the yeshivot that had preserved
the tradition of Yavneh were destroyed, Providence had already prepared a framework for its transfer elsewhere
— to the Babylonian yeshivot of Sura and Pumbedisah.
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Roman historians of this period describe the spectacle of the destruction after the Bar Kochba revolt at length:
“Few Jews in Eretz Yisrael remained alive. Fifty-five of the strongest fortresses and almost all of the best cities
and villages were entirely laid waste. Five hundred and eighty thousand lost their lives, whether on the battlefield
or in Roman forays against them. And in addition, an unknown number perished from hunger and disease, or
were burned alive. Almost the entire land of Judea was transformed into a desert wasteland ... The captives were
sold into slavery in numbers which cannot even be estimated.” Dorot HaRishonim (see also Gittin 57; Talmud
Yerushalmi, Ta’anit, chapter4; Avot de R. Natan, chapter 38)
The campaign peaked in 351 C.E. under Gallus Caesar and his military commander Ursicinus. Many Jews were
brutally slaughtered, including numerous scholars. Also decimated was the Galilee, then the center of the Jewish
settlement and a major site of yeshivot. This final blow completed the devastation of the entire Land of Israel.
After centuries of battle, persecution and harsh decrees, the Romans finally achieved their goal of destroying and
shattering the Jewish People in their homeland. Of a Jewish population that was, at the time of the second Beit
HaMikdash, numbered in the millions, there remained only a destitute handful. Of the prestigious yeshivot which
had constituted the spiritual center of world Jewry, there survived but a negligible fragment.
Finally, in the times of Heraclius (610-641C.E.), the last Roman emperor to rule in Eretz Yisrael, even this last
remnant was attacked and those who were not slain were sent into exile. By the end of Heraclius’ reign, hardly a
single Jew was left in all of Eretz Yisrael.

R?71 7R71T1 1177 1R 112N 21T 2P0 (T 0712T) MR Q0N 110172 778D 17170 "97 121720 101D "UIXR 1RIP] TIU'?'I13
1191 0PNN2 12137 11 ANIR 771 13 R?212RWO 1"MIRT 111 10 1117123 10 10 17RO 97 77 NN213 0770 01 &17131 7123 170X
(:00 ®N1" 'NAN N'8NN) (NNIR AN3

Page 12



Chapter A: The fact of our chosen-ness — iii. Jewish contribution to civilization

Our survival has to do with our beginnings. The only way in which we stood any
chance of becoming a nation to begin with was by accepting HaSh-m as our G-d. As Rav
Hirsch states: “Their exodus was so little dependent upon their own power and foresight that
they neither could nor did prepare themselves with that most essential food, bread, for their
awe-inspiring wanderings. ... Our fathers contributed nothing towards their liberation. ... We
bear our freedom ... totally by the grace of G-d.” N

Ours was not a nation that was slowly molded by an emerging culture and a group
identity. Just as it is clear that survival throughout the ages has been miraculous, so too, our
beginning was completely miraculous. The whole concept of the Jewish nation does not exist
in the natural order of the world.!> The Jews are not subject to the normal sociological,
demographic, and historical laws of nature. :

Most ancient nations have not survived at all, despite much better conditions. The
Romans, ancient Greeks, Byzantines, Mesopotamians, Phoenicians, Philistines, Babylonians,
Medes, Samarians and Hittites, to mention but a few, have all disappeared. Only three or four
nations survived for any length comparable to the Jews, namely the Chinese, Indians, and
Kurds. These nations survived under conditions completely different from the conditions of
the Jews, as they had large populations and lived together on their own indigenous soil in
relative cultural isolation throughout millennia.’’

Not only did the Jews survive as a nation, but the Jewish religion survived as well."
In contrast, when Chinese and Kurdish societies were exposed to other cultures, their belief
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" In Horeb (Chap 26 199-200, pg. 112)

15 The Alshich says that the Imahos were akaros to show that there was no continuity from before. (Otherwise

we would have to regard Terach as one of our forefathers. Indeed, we would argue that he had contributed
something to Avraham becoming what he was — maybe good middos, maybe honesty — who knows!).
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16
21w 7 1"R: Rav Tzadok HaCohen learns that 7&7w™2 210 1°® should be read as Ayin Mazal Leyisrael — i.e.,

the source of Klal Yiroel’s mazel is Ayin, a source way above the normal laws of history.

17

Alswang: “The Chinese in China have always been the majority. The Kurdish people as well (within their own
national geographic boundaries) were the majority until Turkish occupation in the sixteenth century. In contrast,
for over eighteen hundred years, until the creation of the modern Jewish State in 1948, Jews were always a
minority. The Chinese had no substantive interaction with Western or Middle Eastern culture up to the nineteenth
century. The Kurds too had minimal interaction with the West, and, to this day are, in general, a pastoral people
living in tents. In comparison, the Jews have not only witnessed every Western and Near Eastern physical and
cultural revolution over the past three thousand years, but have, more times than not, been an integral feature of
non-Jewish society.” Moreover, Jews had similar physical features to their broader environments than to each
other. (Jews in America look more like Americans than like North African Jews for example), whereas the
Chinese and the Kurds are quite distinctive.

18
T.R. Glover:

“No ancient people have had a stranger history than the Jews. ... The history of no ancient people should be so

valuable, if we could only recover it and understand it. ... Stranger still, the ancient religion of the Jews survives,

when all the religions of every ancient race of the pre-Christian world have disappeared ... Again it is strange that
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Chapter A: The fact of our chosen-ness — iii. Jewish contribution to civilization

systems did not remain intact. “Religion today in China is Communist-controlled, and the
ancient Kurds are today faithful Moslems.”
Anyone who has looked closely at this issue, our friends as well as our deathly
. 20 . . .
enemies, could not help remarking on the absolute mystery of Jewish survival?!. Some

the living religions of the world all build on religious ideas derived from the Jews. .... The great matter is not
“What happened?” but “Why did it happen?” Why does Judaism live?” (The Ancient World, Penguin, pp. 184-191)

19
Gershon Alswang, The Final Resolution, pg. 59-62.
The last time there was a Chinese century was the 11th. During the 11th century, China was both the largest and
the most successfully run country on earth: its commanding position sprang from a combination of technological
innovation, industrial enterprise, well-managed agriculture, widely available education and traditions of
administrative experimentation combined with religious and philosophical tolerance. Its decline was largely due to
its military weakness in the face of a formidable array of enemies on its borders, enemies whom the government
chose to attempt to bribe away rather than to confront directly. The policy of weakness and accommodation was
fatal. If China proves it can defend its borders effectively, limit the disruptive intrusion of foreign forces while
utilizing their positive sides, and re-establish that formidable combination of positive attributes it knew 900 years
ago, there is just a chance that it will give its name to a century for the second time. Except perhaps for the
Roman Empire at the height of its glory, that is not a feat any single state has been capable of before. By

Jonathan Spence, Newsweek, January 1, 2000 2
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21 Adolph Hitler: “When over long periods of human history | scrutinized the activity of the Jewish people,
suddenly there arose up in me the fearful question whether inscrutable Destiny, perhaps for reasons unknown to
us poor mortals, did not, with eternal and immutable resolve, desire the final victory of this little nation.” (Mein
Kampf, p.64)

Sister Pista ... “l was 16, ... | remember walking down the City Hall steps after | applied to the party and
saying, ‘This does not interfere with my faith.”

“Hitler...reportedly was walking up the steps of a cathedral and said to one of his aides, ‘There can only be one
chosen people on earth, and that is us.”

Mark Twain: “The Egyptian, the Babylonian, and the Persian rose, filled the planet with sound and
splendor, then faded to dream-stuff and passed away; the Greek and the Roman followed; and made a vast
noise, and they are gone; other people have sprung up and held their torch high for a time, but it burned out, and
they sit in twilight now, or have vanished. The Jew saw them all, beat them all, and is now what he always was,
exhibiting no decadence, no infirmities of age, no weakening of his parts, no slowing of his energies, no dulling of
his alert and aggressive mind. All things are mortal but the Jew; all other forces pass, but he remains. What is the
secret of his immortality?” (from the article Concerning the Jews, Harpers (1899), see The Complete Essays of
Mark Twain, Doubleday (1963) pg. 249).

Leo Tolstoy:“What is the Jew? ... What kind of unique creature is this whom all the rulers of all the
nations of the world have disgraced and crushed and expelled and destroyed; persecuted, burned and drowned,
and who, despite their anger and their fury, continues to live and to flourish. What is this Jew whom they have
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have claimed that anti-Semitism prevented assimilation. While there is no question that anti-
Semitism did contribute to survival, there were also many opportunities for assimilation?2.
Those who were willing to draw conclusions clearly declared that only G-d could be
responsible for Jewish survival?3.

Although at a sociological/historical level we cannot explain this concept of survival,
this does not mean that there is no deeper explanation. Klal Yisroel has survived against all
the odds because of its attachment to the Torah and through the Torah to G-d. Since Kla/
Yisroel is attached to things which are eternal, the Jews become a part of that reality. There
are at least three fundamental stages in the development of this eternity, which include the
origins of the Avos, the Mitzrayim experience, and the receiving of the Torah at Sinai

The inability of the nations to destroy the Jews has to do with the fact that the birth of
the Jewish nation was not natural?*. Therefore, since we exist on a totally different plane of
reality to the nations, they cannot destroy us.

The eternity of Yxw 995 was also further entrenched by the "iron furnace" of mb
o»sn. Since we purified our essence through o»sn, it was easy for 7 to continue to correct
any backsliding, as this was only an expression of some surface phenomenon.25

never succeeded in enticing with all the enticements in the world, whose oppressors and persecutors only
suggested that he deny (and disown) his religion and cast aside the faithfulness of his ancestors?!

The Jew — is the symbol of eternity. ... He is the one who for so long has guarded the prophetic message and
transmitted it to all mankind. A people such as this can never disappear.

The Jew is eternal. He is the embodiment of eternity.” (Leo Tolstoy, What is the Jew? quoted in The Final
Resolution, pg. 189, printed in Jewish World periodical, 1908)

22 “Most other oppressed groups ... were never given the chance to assimilate as equals. For example, Blacks,
when taken from Africa, were never given the chance to be like their white Christian or Arab Muslim captors. For
them slavery was the only ‘option.”

“In contrast ... not only did Jews (often) have the chance to assimilate, but the assimilation of Jews was often the
priority of the ruling power. It was always after the fact, when Jews refused to totally relinquish their Jewish
identity, that discrimination and persecution ensued.” (The Final Resolution, pg. 63-64)

23 paul Johnson: “Above all, that the Jews should still survive when all those other ancient peoples were
transmuted or vanished into the oubliettes of history, was wholly predictable. How could it be otherwise?
Providence decreed it and the Jews obeyed.” (A History of the Jews, pg. 587)

Cecil Roth: “The preservation of the Jew was certainly not casual. He has endured through the power of
a certain ideal, based on the recognition of a Higher Power in human affairs. Time after time in his history,
moreover, he has been saved from disaster in a manner, which cannot be described excepting as ‘providential.’
The author has deliberately attempted to write this book in a secular spirit; he does not think that his readers can
fail to see in it, on every page, a higher immanence” (History of the Jews, New York, 1963, p. 424).
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The 2710 explains that this new m&'xn had its own n37un of laws, which is why everything had to be n1ana, i.e.,
as total a negation of the existing m1n NJ1un as possible. Rav Moshe Shapiro adds that this is why the first nixn
of 21w 272 was 127 n1n wTni. It represented our ability to create this new [n1n n37wun, akin to creation of the first
N1 127N at the beginning of creation.
Similarly the 7'0?® states that this is why the minma were n11pp. This was to show that they were not merely a
continuation of previous n1117. Their children were born of a new nJ7un. It is this connection of 2x1w* 723 with this
non-natural N37UN which allows them to escape the normal rise and fall patterns of other civilizations.

25
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The nyrnx) of YR 555 also comes from the fact that we accepted G-d's Torah?6. The
NN was essential for the survival of the world and therefore, although Sxv» 555 wanted to
accept the N7, at some level they had to be forced to accept the Torah?’. Having initiated a
relationship with G-d there is a level of attachment that is then imposed on them by G-d,
something which becomes fundamental, inevitable and eternal for them?23. The eternity of 55
9nw 1s guaranteed by the fact that their destruction would mean the destruction of the entire
world. The Jewish nation keeps the world in existence??.

If we look a little closer at this miracle of our survival, we see that it is made up of
several components. Firstly, our size is a miracle within the miracle of survival30. Eliezer
Berkowitz, in his book The Hiding G-d of History, states that “Half a billion Christians all
over the world prove nothing about G-d’s presence in history. They are too many, too
influencing, and too pervasive. They are this worldly power ... The same is true of any of the
other great world religions. ... Only a small people whose very existence is forever assailed
by the forces of power in history and yet survives and has an impact on world history,
completely out of proportion to1 its numbers and its material power ... testifies to G-d’s ...

guidance in the affairs of men.”

Secondly, the fact that the Jews have been dispersed throughout the nations is another
wonder of our miraculous survival32. The dispersion of the Jewish People to the four corners
of the globe is a completely unique phenomenon in human history. Jews have wandered and
settled in most every land on earth while somehow managing to maintain their distinct
national identity33.

Thirdly, many of the miraculous occurrences were repeated in the history of the
Jewish nation34.
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There are other reasons for our Nitzchiyos as well:
On certain occasions, when the survival of the nation was threatened by their transgressions, the possibility of
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Because we are necessary for the survival of the world and because replacing us would involve "1 '717n in this

respect our chosen-ness is an advantage
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31 See other quotes in Discovery Booklet, pg. 51
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33 Discovery Booklet, pg. 54
90% of the Jewish people have lived in their lands for no more than 50 or 60 years! (The Jewish Dispersion by
Leschzinsky in Discovery Booklet pg. 55)

34 Even Reform Jews have recognized this:
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The Jewish nation has survived throughout the ages for a definite, positive purpose3>.
Most Jews, however, did not survive, as many intermarried, assimilated, converted or were
killed. Therefore, we have to see which Jews, as a group, survived.

About 60,000 Karaites are still alive today3¢. However, if a Karaite was asked
whether he was Jewish, most would say that no, they are a Turkiyh based people who have
their own unique religion based on the Old Testament. This is remarkable, given that in the
Middle Ages Karaites prided themselves on being holier Jews than the mainstream
“Rabbinate” Jews. The classic explanation for this change is that with a rise in anti-Semitism
in the Russian empire they sought to distance themselves. “Eventually, they decided that it
would be better not to be Semitic at all.”37 Subsequently, the Crimean Karaites started
claiming they were descended from the Khazars, a Turkiyh tribe who converted to Judaism in
the 8™ century. In the 19™ century, “to be religiously a Jew and not just ethnically was also
quite embarrassing, so they started de-Judaizing their religion, not just their race.”

During World War II, the Nazis ruled that the Karaites were not Jews, which is why
they were spared the Holocaust. In fact, Yevpatoria’s kenesa, which had been closed by the
Bolsheviks, was allowed to reopen in 1942 under the Nazis. To this day, Karaite families
have brandished xeroxed, and in one case laminated, copies of the Nazi ruling as evidence of
their non-Jewishness.”

All of this leaves out one thing, however. The same anti-Semitism which seems to
have driven the Karaites out of the Jewish nation entirely seems to have actually contributed
to Jewish survival by Torah observant Jews. Jewish history reveals G-d and G-d's workings
in all generations3®. Survival is guaranteed only through commitment to “°n .

The Jewish Nation has been subject to continuous anti-Semitism throughout its
existence4!. There are a number of traditional arguments used to explain anti-Semitism*2.

“The Jews have known not one but many exoduses. All of them have been miracles. Just by being here then, the
Jewish people is an evidence of hope.” (Eugene Borowitz)

2"un now3d
99 "IR1°T ORI "N ONR]

36 About 40,000 in Israel (They enter Israel under the Law of Return) and 20,000 elsewhere.

37 Kaplanov
% The Jerusalem Report, Sept. 27, 1999, Their Own Monument, by Frank Brown, p. 36

39 Rav Yonasan Eibeschitz: “Will the atheist not be embarrassed when he reflects on Jewish history? ...” [and it
will show so clearly the Providential nature of our past.]
Rabbi Dr. Isaac Breuer: “And one who sees this ancient people today ... and does not fall on his face and exclaim
“G-d, the Lord of Israel, He is G-d,” then no other miracle will help him.” (Both quotes in The Final Resolution, pg.
191, see there for quotes in full as well as other quotes)

40 paul Johnson: “They did not lose their identity in the emergent Dark Age communities — like Romans and
Hellenes, Gauls and Celts, or, indeed, like the millions of Diaspora Jews who became Christians. Judaism and
the Jewish remnant were preserved in the amber of the NN ... The Jews survived because the period of intense
introspection enabled their intellectual leaders to enlarge the nmn into a system of moral theology of
extraordinary coherence, logical consistency and moral strength.” (History of the Jews, pg. 149)

41 “In short,” Voltaire wrote in 1785, “we find in them only an ignorant and barbarous people, who have long
united the most sordid avarice with the most invincible hatred for every people by whom they are tolerated and
enriched.”("Juifs,” Dictionnaire Philosphique (Paris, 1785) vol. XLI, p. 152)

Lloyd George stated in 1923: “Of all the extreme fanaticism, which plays havoc in man’s nature, there is not one
as irrational as anti-Semitism. ... If the Jews are rich [these fanatics] are victims of theft. If they are poor, they are
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Firstly, the economic argument: Jews are hated because they possess too much wealth and
4

power. However, as a theory of anti-Semitism this does not hold true, for at no time in
history were Jews the only wealthy people. As soon as the hater decided to single out wealthy
Jews and ignore wealthy non-Jews, economics can no longer be the cause for his hatred.
Addtionally, if the element of wealth and power was removed from the Jews, did the anti-
Semitism vanish? Secondly, the "Chosen People" excuse: We hate Jews because they
arrogantly claim they are the chosen people. Thirdly, the scapegoat explanation: Jews are a
convenient group to single out and blame for our troubles. Furthermore, the deicide factor:
We hate Jews because they killed Jesus. Or, the outsiders reason: We hate Jews because they
are different than us. And finally, the racial theory: We hate Jews because they are an inferior
race.

These reasons do not hold up to critical analysis#4, however. Moreover, this approach
implies that neither Jews nor hatred for Jews is unique.

victims of ridicule. If they take sides in a war, it is because they wish to take advantage from the spilling of non-
Jewish blood. If they espouse peace, it is because they are scared by their natures or traitors. If the Jew dwells in
a foreign land he is persecuted and expelled. If he wishes to return to his own land, he is prevented from doing
so.”
Adolph Hitler (Herman Rauschning, Hitler Speaks, p. 220): “The Ten Commandments have lost their validity ...
Conscience is a Jewish invention. It is a blemish like circumcision ...”
Tom Lehrer, in his folk song entitled “National Brotherhood Week” (Quoted in the Aish Seminar, Why the Jews)
Oh the Protestants hate the Catholics,
and the Catholics hate the Protestants,
and the Hindus hate the Moslems
and everybody hates the Jews.
See Appendix A for a brief history of anti-Semitism and for statements against the Chosen Nation idea.

42 pish seminar, Why the Jews (and on the Aish web site)

43 One of the best examples of this was through “The Protocols of the Elders of Zion.” The Protocols is the
second most widely published book in history. The book is a complete fabrication, created by the Russian secret
police. It is an alleged record of the minutes of a secret meeting held by Jewish leaders plotting to take over the
entire world. This fictional account provided an excellent excuse for the Russians to intensify their campaign of
oppression against the Jews. It also strongly influenced the masses and bolstered the credibility of the myth that
Jews control governments.

44 Why the Jews seminar, The Anatomy of a Hatred: People may differ in their attitudes regarding the source of
anti-Semitism, but no one will deny that a powerful and passionate hatred exists.

We have touched on the six most commonly offered explanations for the phenomenon of anti-Semitism. None of
these standard reasons hold up under scrutiny as a valid reason for anti-Semitism. All of these "reasons" fall
away and are not true causes. We must look afresh at this hatred to find a true root cause.

There is something unusual about anti-Semitism. Of all discriminatory forms for hatred, hatred toward Jews is
unique in four ways:

(1) Longevity

Anti-semitism has been going on for an exceptionally long time.

(2) Universality

Anti-Semitism is found world-wide.

(3) Intensity

Hatred against the Jews is vented in a particularly virulent way.

(4) Confusion

There is surprisingly little agreement on exactly what anti-Semites hate!... The "Six Reasons" don't hold water -
they are Excuses!

Hatred for Jews over the past 2,000 years has been continuous, universal and vicious, but the explanations for
that hatred constantly change. This fact alone alerts us to the need to look for what lies behind those
explanations.... When the reasons are no longer applicable, the anti-Semitism remains.

This does not altogether discount those reasons. They may be just excuses, having nothing to do with the source
of the hatred, but they do wield an influence on the hatred of the masses, and lower the Jews’ status in their
eyes. They may exacerbate the hatred, but they certainly don’t explain it.

Notice what all the explanations for anti-Semitism have in common:
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In his book Why the Jews?, author Dennis Prager cites a glaring example of an
attempt to sell the public on the idea that there is nothing Jewish about anti-Semitism. He
writes, “On April 11, 1944, in an observation that demonstrates an uncanny wisdom that far
surpassed her age, Anne Frank wrote in her diary: "Who has made us Jews different from all
other people? Who has allowed us to suffer so terribly until now? It is God Who has made us
as we are, but it will be God, too, Who will raise us up again. Who knows — it might even be
our religion from which the world and all peoples learn good, and for that reason and that
reason alone do we now suffer. We can never become just Netherlanders, or just English, or
representatives of any other country for that matter. We will always remain Jews."”

Anne Frank made a point of stressing that Jews have something of special value to
give to the world, and that is precisely what the world has resented. As a result, Jews have
been persecuted throughout the ages. Anne Frank identified anti-Semitism as a hatred of
Jewishness, a loathing altogether different from the bigotry or racism that other peoples
experience. Yet, Dennis Prager points out, when Anne Frank’s story was reconstructed by
Lillian Hellman into a Broadway play, her words were completely changed. “Why are Jews
hated?”” asks Anne. “Well, one day it’s one group, and the next day another ...”

Scholars have made consistent attempts to prove that there is nothing uniquely Jewish
that engenders anti-Semitism. The anti-Semites, however, have said otherwise. Adolf Hitler
openly acknowledged the uniqueness of the Jews as a people. Hitler realized that Jews could
never be successfully integrated with the rest of humanity, and he made it his objective to
ensure that they never would be.

Hitler had planned for the Nazi party to rule the world. He stated, "those who see in
National Socialism nothing more than a political movement know scarcely anything of it. It is
more even than a religion — it is the will to create mankind anew." How was this renewal of
mankind to take place? To Hitler, it was obvious. He told his people that "the struggle for
world domination will be fought entirely between us — between Germans and Jews. All else is
facade and illusion. Behind England stands Israel, and behind France, and behind the United
States. Even when we have driven the Jew out of Germany, he remains our world enemy."
Hitler’s driving ambition was to free the world from the shackles of conscience and morality;
to turn the world away from monotheism. He fashioned his own brand of religion out of a

. . . . 45
philosophy based on indulging all of man’s basest desires.

People hate the eternal “call to Sinai”, and harbor much animosity for those who carry
it. A great many people simply can’t cope with the burden of being good. However, when
they act in ways that are bad, they can’t cope with the resultant feelings of guilt. Try as they

Each of the explanations focuses on issues external to the Jew. They have nothing to do with the essence of the
Jew.... Hitler's only real target was the Jews, because they were all that stood between him and success. So
long as the Jews survived, Hitler could never triumph. The Jewishly-rooted concepts of God and morality had
taken hold in the world, and Hitler knew that either his own ideologies or those of the Jews would prevail. The
world would not abide both.

When Hitler professed his hatred for the Jews, he did not beat around the bush. He knew — and made no secret
of it — exactly what the Jews stood for, and why he hated them. Furthermore, he knew that the Jewish threat to
his ideals is embodied in every single Jew.... On a certain conscious level, people recognize the Jews’ message
as truth. Those unwilling to embrace the truth have found that the only way to rid themselves of it is to destroy the
messengers — for the message itself is too potent to be dismissed.

That is what is so irksome about the Jews, and that is why, for some people, nothing less than total destruction of
the Jews will do. If Judaism were just another ideology, people could laugh it off and continue on their merry way.

45 All of this, from the Anne Frank quote, is from the Aish Seminar, Why the Jews, with minor adjustments for the
sake of brevity.
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may, they can never cut themselves loose from the standards of absolute morality dictated by
the Torah. Stuck in this “Catch-22” situation, people turn with their mounting frustrations
against the Jews, who they perceive as personifying humanity’s collective conscience.
Sigmund Freud recognized this tendency, and explained: “Jews are hated not so much
because they killed Jesus, but because they produced him. ....”

On a certain conscious level, people recognize the Jews’ message as truth. Those
unwilling to embrace the truth have found that the only way to rid themselves of it is to
destroy the messengers. If Judaism were just another ideology, people could laugh it off and
continue on their merry way. However, deep in his soul, every human being recognizes the
essential truths of morality, and it cannot be laughed off*¢.

That is why the Christians’ hatred of the Jews was particularly intense. They, more
than those of other religions, were threatened by the Jewish message. Jews said that Jesus
was not God. This statement assumed a “wrongness” about Christianity. The church fathers
understood that if the Jews were right, and they remained Jews, it implied that Christianity
was bankrupt.

Therein lies Judaism’s colossal threat to Christianity. Other groups’ denial of Jesus is
a great disappointment to Christians, but the Jews’ denial is intolerable. Jesus came from the
Jews! The very group that produced him, the group that had the most knowledge and
authority on such matters, the ones who represented the last word on religion, were the first to
reject Jesus. The Jewish threat to Christianity has nothing to do with their having “killed”
Jesus. The source of Christian fear runs much deeper: Jewish existence invalidates the
essential tenet of Christian theology.47

Anti-Semitism is unique in its universality, intensity, longevity48 and apparent
irrationality#®. Jean Paul Sartre, in his book on anti-Semitism, writes that the reason the Jews
survived is because of anti-Semitism. While it is true that anti-Semitism is used by own to
keep us together and nmn observzmt,50 the very existence of anti-Semitism cannot be

46 Any individual’s claim to superiority bothers people only to the extent that they believe it is true. If someone
who is indisputably ugly saunters up to a nice-looking fellow at a party and says, “I'm better-looking than you,”
what would be the other's response? More than likely he would simply shrug his shoulders and ignore him,
because the comment would not bother him in the least. If, on the other hand, the best-looking guy in the room
comes up to the same fellow and makes the identical comment, it will raise his dander. This is because one
doesn’t resent people who say they are superior; one resents people who are superior.

4 All the above is from the Aish HaTorah seminar, Why the Jews, from the Aish.com Web site
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51Rabbi Aaron Brafman: Close to 80 years ago, the Brisker Rav (Rabbi Yitzchak Zev Soloveitchik) 7"t visited the
Chofetz Chaim when he was on a stopover in Warsaw. The Chofetz Chaim told him of an incident that had just
occurred to him: Already in his 90's, he decided to apply for an exit permit to go to Eretz Yisroel. [He never made
the trip.] the responsible ministry told him that before they would grant him the permit he would either have to
produce a birth certificate (which were not even issued when he was born) or bring two witnesses to testify to the
date and place of his birth. The Chofetz Chaim replied that the witnesses would have to be over 100 years old,
which made finding them an impossibility.

[The Chofetz Chaim continued:] What was the rationale of the Polish minister? Don’t they recognize that their
was an impossible request? The answer is in Parshas Vayatzei when the Torah describes the confrontation
between Yaakov and Lavan: when Lavan pursues and catches up with Yaakov and threatens him, Yaakov Avinu
responds with a logical and passionate presentation of his dedication to Lavan beyond the call of duty; and his
mistreatment at the hands of Lavan and his sons. Lavan does not respond to Yaakov's argument. He merely
says, "Your wives are mine and your sheep are mine." Lavan does not even consider Yaakov an adversary
worth to deal with.

[Said the Chofetz Chaim:] "If Yidden would be considered a normal people in the eyes of the poles, we could
argue with them over the way they treat us. But they so not give us any standing or consider us a people at all.
Thus there is nothing to even talk about." (from the Brisker Haggada)... Bilam summed it up well when he
described the Jews thus: "Behold, it is a nation that will dwell alone in solitude and will not be reckoned among
the nations — u'bagouim lo yis'chashav" (Bamidbar 23,9). There is another explanation of this prophecy,
interpreting the expression "lo yis'chashav" to mean that we will not be accorded any "chashivus"- neither respect
nor legitimacy-by the nations of the world.
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53Dennis Prager “The Great Hatred” The roots of anti-Semitism reach back to Mt. Sinai. Moment Magazine, Sep.
‘03: Once again it is necessary to restate the uniquely Jewish reason for Jew-hatred—the reason given by the
rabbis 2,000 years ago. With a play on two Hebrew words, the rabbis explained anti-Semitism in one sentence.
The great sinah (hatred) comes from Sinai. In other words, Judaism is the source of Jew-hatred, whether Jews
are true to Judaism or not. We have been hated and continue to be hated because the four components of
Judaism—God, Torah, Israel (peoplehood), and Chosenness—challenge the values of those who hate us.

* Our belief in the One God offended ancient polytheists, as it did the many early and medieval Christians
who saw in it a living rebuke of the Trinity.

» The Torah, with its unique practices and stress on intellectual development (for women as well as men),
made Jews different, often better, than many of their neighbors.

* Nineteenth and twentieth-century Europeans who worshiped nationalism despised Jews because Jews
retained their national identity in Europe’s midst. And today those who worship internationalism (e.g., the
intellectual elite) also hate the Jewish national identity, which is embodied in Zionism and Israel.

* The Jews’ belief that God chose them for service to Him continues to be cited by Jew-haters as a source
of their venom toward the Jewish people.

Wherever Jews have lived, they have disturbed bad people. Unless you believe that the medieval European
Christians who slaughtered Jews on Easter; Nazis and their helpers who slaughtered two out of every three
Jewish men, women, and children in Europe; Soviet Communists who tried to destroy Judaism for 75 years; and
today’s Islamic anti-Semites and their Western intellectual defenders are really good guys, it is fair to say that
Jews attract the hatred of the worst people in their generation. That is why it is illuminating to see who hates
Jews today. It is as clear a moral scorecard as exists with the exception of anti-Americanism, which serves a
similar purpose.

The Jews, often quite unwittingly and usually quite unwillingly, carry the burden of God and His moral law in the
world. We force the world to think in terms most people wish to avoid using: good and evil. No group or religion
has ever been so preoccupied with good and evil (except Christian Americans, who, alone, proudly call
themselves Judeo-Christian).... The Jew carries the burden of the God of Sinai, the God of the Ten
Commandments, in history. This may help us understand why so many Jews are anti-Jewish. Jew or Gentile, if
you reject Sinai, you will reject the Jews.
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The Nazi hatred and fear of the Jews was totally unjustified in terms of material and
political power. “It was a metaphysical fear of the true mystery of G-d’s ... presence in
history as revealed in the continued survival of Israel. ... The hiding G-d of history was a
repudiation of everything Nazi Germany stood for.” 4 The Communists, too, were much
more anti-Jewish than anti-Christian.

“How did the Christians historically explain the miraculous survival of the Jew? Only
two possibilities — or G-d’s chosen people — which they couldn’t accept, or the work of the
devil, which they proposed. A perverse recognition of Jewish uniqueness.”> The normal
rules of history and sociology are not sufficient to explain this phenomenon. Only by
understanding the chosen-ness of the Jewish people and how that interfaces with the nations
of the world can we come to any understanding of this most harrowing and perplexing issue.

Here we must distinguish between the true anti-Semite as opposed to the person who
merely hates the Jew because he is different. The latter, if he is white and male for example,
will also hate blacks, women and all others who are different from him. The real anti-Semite,
in contrast, realizes who the Jew is, understands that he is chosen and that his strength lies in
his connection with G-d through the Torah. Hitler certainly understood ‘[his,56 as did Haman,
Amalek and all those who pursued final solutions.

Our Sages tell us that our biggest problems come from the exile (Galus) civilizations.
An exile civilization is one which is locked into the same civilization energy as the Jew so
that when one rises, the other falls37. When the Jews keep the Torah and mitzvos, they use up
the available civilization energy and the exile nation finds its energies sapped. When the Jews
do not keep the Torah, however, these energies are released for the exile nation, and the
nation is then able to flourish at the expense of the Jews?8.

The Jewish nation is intrinsically bound to the nn. Proof that the nmn is Divine is
also proof for the chosen-ness of the Jewish people.59 There are a number of supports to the
claim that G-d gave the Torah to the Jews at Sinai, and the basis of these claims is therefore
empirical rather than rational.

54 Eliezer Berkowitz, The Hiding G-d of History

55 Eliezer Berkowitz, The Hiding G-d of History

56Nazi’s hatred and fear of Jews: Totally unjustified in terms of material and political power. “It was a
metaphysical fear of the true mystery of G-d’s ... presence in history as revealed in the continued survival of
Israel. ... The hiding G-d of history was a repudiation of everything Nazi Germany stood for.” (Eliezer Berkowitz,
The Hiding G-d of History)
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The 2"1m: This has to do with the Jewish nation’s great potential; when it goes unfulfilled, it is as if the Jewish

people have denied their own reality and therefore are subjugated to the lowliest of nations. But this very
subjugation is a sign of their potential greatness. Therefore:
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59 For a fuller explanation of these, see the separate Ner LeElef book, Proofs. We have followed Rabbi Gottlieb’s
preference, using the term historical verification rather than the term “proofs.” What comprises a proof is complex,
n"Ix1.
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The Jews were historically hugely skeptical and therefore demanded a high level of
proof before accepting the Torah. The Jews who came out of Sinai were highly suspicious of
what they saw as Moses’ attempts to lure then into the desert to destroy them. Despite the
enormous credibility he should have had getting them out of Egypt and destroying the
Egyptians, they continued to challenge him at every turn. It was this huge skepticism that has
protected us from false claims over the eras®. The Jews simply don’t accept things until they
have presided over a massive and complete investigation of the facts. The demand for the
Jewish people to have things proven to them beyond a shadow of a doubt was met at Sinai.”
As Rabbi S.R. Hirsch writes, "...How could they, how dared they just quietly assume that G-d
would help them in such an extraordinarily miraculous manner for which there was
absolutely no precedent, and which was so completely against natural expectation. ... Moses
had to deal with a clear-minded people whose minds were not befogged by fantastic ideas,
and who were not easily taken in, or convinced by the first man who comes along.”62

In addition, no other nation ever attempted to make such a claim®3. All other religions
came about as a result of one man claiming prophecies or of a few people (usually from less
educated parts of the population) seeing miracles. The miracles they recorded were often
recorded much later, seen from a distance, or done suddenly over short periods of time.

The revelation was in front of the whole Jewish nation®; the people were fully awake
and with all their facultiesés. If it was only a rumor, it would surely have been denied by
certain elements of the population, and the story would have many different forms and
contradictions.

The revelation at Sinai, in contrast, was supported by miracles which were
characterized by unique factors®®: These miracles involved a change in the order of nature®’,

60 Rashba
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they occurred in front of the whole nation® and were personally witnessed®. They were also
empirically verified’. Therefore, unlike other religions, which either make unprovable
claims or try to use logical arguments to prove their religion is correct, Judaism is based on
empirical (factual), historical events’!.

We also see the fulfillment of prophecies showing precise correlation between what
the N1 said would happen to the Chosen Nation and actual historical events that took place
within the Jewish Nation72. This proof, once again, demonstrates the fact of the Jews having
been chosen as G-d's Nation.

There are many other ways to prove the Divinity of the Torah and the resulting proofs
of the Jews' chosen-ness. One category of proofs involves information written in the Torah
which only G-d could have known. Archeology provides strong backup for the Torah's
claims, while the Hebrew language clearly stands out as something too logical, deep and
interconnected to be a language which merely developed. Most Arachim-style seminars also
use the codes as a proof.”
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(See The Final Resolution, Gershon Alswang (Feldheim); Discovery Booklet)
See appendix D, for further proofs.

72 Fylfillment of prophecies: for example, desolation of the land (see Discovery booklet A26)

73 For a more detailed presentation of these and other proofs see the Ner LeElef book, Proofs.
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The Jewish Nation has contributed much to civilization74 in the way of morals, values
and responsibility”>. Many ideas and ethics of other religions are based on Judasim. In
addition, the effect of monotheism impacted all other nations and religions as well’®. To
quote: “Israel’s great achievement, so apparent that mention of it is almost trite, was
Monotheism. It was an achievement that transformed subsequent history ... One may raise the
question whether any other single contribution from whatever source since human culture
emerged from the stone age has had the far reaching effect upon history that Israel in this
regard has exerted both through the mediums of Christianity and Islam and directly through

74
In the Aish HaTorah seminar, World Perfect , six values for an ideal world are suggested:

1) Value of life, basic human rights and dignity

2) World peace, harmony and mutual respect

3) Justice and equality

All people, regardless of race, sex, or social status, have the right to be treated equally and fairly in the eyes of
the law.

4) Education

Everyone has the right to be functionally literate as a basic tool for personal advancement and the ability to attain
knowledge.

5) Family

A strong, stable family structure is necessary for the moral foundation for society.

6) Social responsibility

Individually and nationally, we are responsible for each other. This includes responsibility for: disease, poverty,
famine, crime, and drugs, as well as environmental problems and animal rights.

There seems to be a universal agreement of people from every race and continent that these six values are
fundamental to building a perfect world.

The two civilizations, other than Judaism, which appear to have the greatest impact on the world, are Greece and
Rome. There is hardly a philosophical thought, which didn’t originate with the Greeks.

Rome powerfully shaped Western law, government, administration and engineering. Yet as far as these six
universal values go, Greece and Rome fell very short.

World Perfect shows that, despite this, Greece and Rome were far, far from the six universal values of today. It
then goes on to show how Judaism is, in fact, the source of these values.

75John Adams: “... the Hebrews have done more to civilize men than any other nation ....” (2nd President of USA,
Discovery booklet pg. 50)

T. R. Glover: “... It is strange that the living religions of the world all build on religious ideas derived from the
Jews.” (The Ancient World, Penguin, pg. 184-191 in Discovery Booklet pg. 51)

Carlyle B Heynes: “This one book (the Bible) ... has attracted to it, and had concentrated on it, vastly more
thought and has called forth more works, explanatory, illustrative, apologetic, upon its text, its meaning, its
geography, its theology, its chronology, its evidences, its inspiration, its origin, than all the rest of the literature of
the world put together. An immense bulk of the world’s literature owes its origin to this book.” (in The Bible, Is it a
True Book)

In Ancient and Medieval History, Hayes and Moon wrote:

“Only if you have some knowledge of the human sacrifices, the vicious temple rites, the degrading superstitions
and customs that were practiced ... can you realize how much the modern world owes to the Hebrew prophets,
whose monotheism and moral teachings entered into Christianity and Islam ...”

The Gifts of the Jews, by Thomas Cahill, pg. 3:

“The Jews started it all - and by ‘it’ | mean so many of the things we care about, the underlying values that make
all of us, Jew and gentile, believer and atheist, tick. Without the Jews, we would see the world through different
eyes, hear with different ears, even feel with different feelings.”
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the world of Jewish thinkers themselves.”?” “Certainly the world without the Jews would
have been a radically different place. Humanity might eventually have stumbled upon all the
Jewish insights. But we cannot be sure. All the great conceptual discoveries of the intellect
seem obvious and inescapable once they have been revealed; but it requires a special genius
to formulate them for the first time. The Jews had this gift. To them we owe the idea of
equality before the law, both divine and human; of the sanctity of life and the dignity of the
human person; of the individual conscience and so for personal redemption; of the collective
conscience and so of social responsibility; of peace as an abstract ideal and love as the
foundation of justice ... Above all, the Jews taught us ... Monotheism.”78

7T H. and H. A. Frankfort, John A. Wilson, Throkeld Jacobsen, William Irwin, The Intellectual Adventure of
Modern Man. Similarly: “The Hebrews have done more to civilize men than any other nation ... the doctrine of a
supreme intelligent ... sovereign of the universe ... | believe to be the great essential principle of all civilization” -
John Adams, in a letter to F. A. Vanderkamp, Feb. 16, 1809. (Both quotes taken from The Eight Questions)

78 Paul Johnson, A History of the Jews (see entire epilogue).

“Judaism did not once contribute monotheism to the world, ... it is still being contributed. Monotheism is not yet
the possession of the overwhelming majority of mankind.” (Eliezer Berkovits, The Condition of Jewish belief.) (It
is not even a reality in the kingdom of Christianity. (Ibid))

The Ramban: “Those religions like Islam and Christianity who have a concept of Monotheism and developed
other advanced ethical and spiritual ideas, got them from the Jews.”
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Rav S. R. Hirsch states that it is not monotheism per se which is the primary Judaic contribution, but the fact that

monotheism means that there must be a revealed Law by which one is required to live.
n:13717na
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Rav Hirsch: We saw, in 01172&’s time that, in the midst of the polytheistic world, there was still a pT% 371, ... 21"®
and his friends, ... so we see DU?71 also considering himself ... solely in service of this One. Altogether the
Monotheistic truth ... is not the special, and certainly not the whole characteristic of Judaism. ... Rather ... (it is)
the full realization of what that [this belief] entails for human living ... [a] mode of life by His revealed law.

:1" T"WR12 11711902 1D
Avoid apologetics, e.g., Cecil Roth, the Jewish Contribution to Civilization: “Jews do seem to do better
academically than anyone else (though they are not cleverer than anyone else); though genius not lost; Genius of
the spirit.”
According to the nonprofit College Board, which administers the SAT college entrance exam — a major
component of most college rankings and admissions decisions — last year’s college-bound Jewish seniors in the
U.S. averaged 1161 out of a possible 1600. That was second only to Unitarians (who averaged 1209) among 35
religions. (The Unitarians represent only a tiny fraction of the total student population, far less than the Jews.)
The national average was 1020. According to the College Board, some 27,120 students identified themselves as
Jews; 2,354 said they were Unitarian. The board says it asks test-takers about their religious affiliations so it can
sell their names to colleges seeking specific denominations. The board declined to identify colleges that buy
Jewish names.
At Ivy League schools, about 23% of students are Jewish, even though Jews comprise just 2% of the U.S.
population, according to Hillel. In numerous top colleges, Jews comprise in excess of 30% of the student
population. At least 35% of Washington students and about 30% of Emory students are Jewish, even though
these are in the south, with traditionally low Jewish student populations. In 2002, the Wall Street Journal reported
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that many colleges were actively recruiting Jews to their ranks. This included Vanderbilt where Jewish enrollment
had gone up from 2% in the 70’s to 4% in the 2000’s Princeton in the 1980’s cultivated ties with predominantly

Jewish high schools by offering merit scholarships to their graduates. One third of the University of
Pennsylvania’s student body is Jewish.
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CHAPTER B: HOW WE CAME TO BE CHOSEN AND
IS THAT FAIR?

In the USA there is a deep belief that everyone is born equal79 and that therefore
everyone has equal opportunity to advance in life. Many have assumed that the most
important thing that one could say about the morality of an arrangement is that it is equal.
Judaism’s stand that the Jews are the Chosen People appears, in this light, backward and
elitist, if not downright racist.

Judaism definitely believes that all of mankind has a right to universal human rights,
which means that there are certain issues of equality common to all. There are certain basic
ways in which we treat everyone, including congenital idiots and murderers. “If I see a
stranger in danger of drowning, I am not likely to ask myself questions about his moral
character before going to his aid ... my obligation here is to a man, to any man in such
circumstance.”"

In addition, Judaism believes very much that all mankind should be given a fair
chance to get close to G-d. It also believes that different people and different nations have,
for historical reasons, come to have different spiritual sensitivities. It is wrong and even cruel
not to provide different opportunities for different types of people. In the beginning, all of
mankind started out with the same spiritual capacity and therefore had the same spiritual
opportunities. Even today, non-Jews have just as many opportunities as Jews do of getting
close to G-d. Their opportunities reflect the fact that Jews and non-Jews accommodate
different expressions of spirituality. Halacha is sensitive to these differences and
accommodates them.

No two people are absolutely equal with regard to intelligence, aptitude, character
traits, and physical or emotional differences. A society which forces a cripple to join the
infantry, forces a genius and a severely retarded person to get exactly the same education, or
levies equal taxation on the rich and the poor, is a cruel society. A cripple should not get
drafted to the infantry; a genius (who studies hard) deserves a place in college ahead of
someone who has an IQ of 70 (who studies equally as hard); a heart patient deserves more
health care aid than a healthy person. We should not treat a baby as an adult nor an elderly
man as a youth. As Felix Frankfurter put it in one of his judicial opinions, “It was a wise man
who said that there is no greater inequality than the equal treatment of unequals.”81

What this really means is that different types of people will be provided with different
opportunities in order that everyone can fulfill his potential. In fact, in most Western
countries, some rights are explicitly an expression of the differences between people: “Some
rights depend on individual differences ... the right of a blind person to use a white cane, the
right of a veteran to burial at public expense, the right of an indigent to government
assistance, the right of a fatherless child to public support ... With regard to an equal right,
taking a person’s individual qualities into account may constitute discrimination. But with

[ See Rabbi Gottlieb, the Informed Soul, pages 112-126
80 . .
Gregory Vlastos, Justice and Equality, pg. 47

81 1949. John F Kennedy said that “All of us do not have equal talent, but all of us should have equal opportunity
to develop our talents.” (Speech 1963). Some Americans have the idea that equality of opportunity means that
everyone was given an equal chance to prove himself and, if he didn't, it was his own fault. But this is only true if
everyone started with the same qualities and potential to begin with.
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special rights they must be taken into account.”82 Although it may be argued that, say, the
rights of a blind person apply to everyone should they become blind, it is patently absurd to
say “that a man possesses the same rights as a woman, for instance, a right to maternity leave
or midwifery assistance, which he can exercise in the event he ever become female and
pregnant.”83

Judaism has always recognized that people are different. There are many such
differences within Judaism 34. So too, Judaism understands that women are radically
different from men®. Therefore, denying those differences is considered an act of crueltys¢.

What any society wants to avoid is to begin discriminating against certain groups of
the population based on irrelevant distinctions. Some, however, have come to confuse this
idea by saying that any distinction based on biology is intrinsically biased. In fact, as
Dr. Alice Rossi points out, diversity is a basic fact while equality is a political, ethical and
social concept.87 Elizabeth Wolgast, in her book Equality and the Rights of Women, writes
that, “It is true that skin color is an unimportant difference and should not affect a person’s
rights. But it is not unimportant for the reason that it is biological. The difference between
men and apes is merely biological too, as is the difference between men and fishes; yet these
differences rightly lead to different treatment.”"

The goal of the person asking for special or different treatment should not be in
looking to equalize his situation with others. Rather, he should be looking to see how he can
fulfill his own unique potential. Adin Steinsaltz expresses it well: “All of G-d’s creatures
have their distinct qualities and there is no point in “casting envious glances at [the rest of]
Creation.” What is essential is to realize one’s own potential as fully as possible rather than to
imitate others. 'Thou shalt not covet' is a matter of inner attitude, a desire to have someone
else’s qualities and attainments. At whatever level one finds oneself, an awareness of others
can and should serve as a goal to achievement and improvement; but it must not be allowed
to spawn mere imitation.”"

It is therefore a great credit to Judaism that it recognizes the diversity of different
people and provides different opportunities to reflect these differences. This principle is
reflected in different ways in a number of mn¥ in the N7 0. For example, in the prohibitions
against mingling species and hybridization, we see that to impose upon someone a path that is
not suited to him is not to improve but to degrade him. True oneness, Judaism teaches, is not

82 Wolgast, 41/42

8 Elizabeth H. Wolgast, Equality and the Rights of Women (Cornell U. Press, pg. 49)

One can only equalize opportunities in the face of differences if one drops standards to the lowest common
denominator. This leveling means that most people will not reach their potential and society will lose most of what
people had to contribute. As Samuel Johnson put it: “Your levelers wish to level down as far as themselves; but
they cannot bear leveling up to themselves.” (Quoted in James Boswell's The Life of Samuel Johnson)
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¥ Teshuvah (A Guide for the Newly Observant Jew) — Free Press, chap 21, The Woman’s Role: pg. 144
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So, too, amongst the nations, “The Jew is naturally suited to developing the moral-
spiritual dimension of life.”%% His historical performance in this area confirms this.%!

The Judaic ideal is that there is no chosen nation, but rather, that all mankind is
chosen®2. The Torah begins in universalistic terms at the beginning of creation: there was no
differentiation between Jew and non-Jew, as the first man was simply called, "Adam".
Although Chazal state that the world was created for the sake of Yisrael, had Adam Harishon
not sinned, he would have become Mashiach and the whole world would have been Israel.
After the sin, any generation could have merited to have re-attached itself to core spirituality
and to restore the situation to what it was before the sin. It could then have continued to
receive the Torah. To illustrate, the Tikunei Zohar tells us that HaSh-m initially planted
Moshe Rabbeinu’s soul into Noach.” Even at time of mvsnn 11 each of 70 nations was
given a distinct spiritual task®4.

G-d chose Avraham because Avraham chose G-d°°. From Noach until the Egyptians,
the actions of man had banished spirituality to exist only in the removed planes way above.”

90 D. Gottlieb

91 see further Chapter E - i

92 For a brilliant presentation of the rest of section B, see Rabbi Uziel Milevsky, Jew and Gentile: A Complex
Relationship (Jerusalem Echoes, Ohr Somayach Audio Library, M13): He describes the 11wx1n 0TR *RUn and
subsequent 0*xun of |'p and 1279nn NT as sins of 71221 mxn ,nxip. He shows how each of the max were 1pnn
each one of these.
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In turn, Avraham and his descendents gradually reversed this process, bringing spirituality
back down into the world.”’

Avraham was given ten tests®®, and “Never in history had an unaided individual made
such a complete break with his environment, overcoming all obstacles for a yet unknown
faith.”%® When Avraham recognized G-d!%, he set out to convince others, even though this
was highly dangerous!0!. Avraham persisted even after a narrow and miraculous escape from
death!02,

Avraham paid a high price for his commitment to teaching others. He did not achieve
the exalted levels of spirituality which Chanoch, Shem and Ever did, and he was instructed to
leave everything he had built up.'” He left penniless, to continue his mission where we might
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have thought he would be less successful, facing strange cultures and languages. But
ultimately he was rewarded with enormous success.®* Unlike Shem, Ever and others, he
took pains to ensure the continuity of the G-d-idea in the world!03.

Yitzchak, although less activist, continued in the footsteps of his father, teaching
others the idea of G-d and the moral commitments which this idea demanded!%¢. Again, the
survival of the idea could not be guaranteed. Special steps had to be taken to ensure
continuity 97,

Under Yaakov, continuity required a more permanent, institutionalized expression.
Levi and his descendents were appointed to be dedicated specialists, devoted to spreading
belief in G-d and all that this implied!%8. There were now the beginnings of an entire nation
dedicated to knowing and serving G-d!'%°. After three generations, and after all of Yaakov’s
children followed in his way, the term Israel was first used.'"

Despite the enormous progress of the previous four generations, the G-d-idea was still
sufficiently tenuous that a historic upheaval could uproot the belief and overturn all that had
been achieved!!!. Fortunately, Yaakov’s vision of nurturing the Levites into being G-d
specialists proved itself!12,

The Jews were tested in Egypt by slavery on the one hand and the appeal of the most
advanced civilization to assimilate on the other, but they held fast. Ultimately, the whole
nation was required to unconditionally accept the Torah.'"* At that point, they were no small
group of exceptional people, nor even a national movement within the nation. Sinai was a
commitment by every single member of the nation present. They showed not only
commitment, but real passion!!4.
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In certain respects, our forefathers acted with such perfection that their character traits
became a permanent spiritual inheritance for all Jews!!5. These traits in turn were applied by
the Jews in their servicing the One G-d (the Monotheistic idea).

All of this amounted to generations of total commitment by the Jewish nation to
living and dying for G-d and fulfilling His Will. Therefore, G-d's choosing us is a response
to our first choosing Him, again and again, over many generations,''® under the most trying
of circumstances and exacting of standards!!7.

Had the Jews not made this commitment to G-d, the world would have been
destroyed!!8. The concept of Klal Yisrael was intrinsic to the world from the very beginning:
since the world has a purpose, someone must take responsibility for this purpose. This
“someone” is called Yisrae/'*?. However, who would be Klal Yisrael was up to mankind,
individually and collectively. Therefore, this choosing of G-d and His Torah by the Jewish
people was for the sake of the whole world'?® and is, in fact, mentioned in the context of
being a blessing for the whole world!2!.

Even then, up to and including Sinai, nations could still choose their spiritual role.
Before the time of the %an, the 70 nations, the roots of the world, were created. After the
9721 these nations branched out into many peoples. Commitment of the 70 nations, the roots,
to the role of central spirituality, would lead to their branches playing that role as well, as
they would inherit that intrinsic degree of innate spirituality.

Avraham Avinu achieved a level where he was o ynn an, i.e., where his giant
spiritual soul covered such a broad spiritual spectrum that he connected down to all the
nations of the earth. He had a nv5Y> nnwi. Therefore, even during the period of the branches
(until Sinai), it was still possible to join the Jews in the core spiritual tasks of the world
(although this became increasingly difficult)!?2. Had any of the other nations decided to

The 91 and the 2pu™ 11"v (both in the 1pw" 1"D) explain that G-d’s 1n nx'w1 on the Jews is only so long as and in
response to the Jews going 1"Ti1 M11wWn 0197 in their 'T NT12D. Since they go beyond the 1'T, so does He. This
does not have to do with the n1"nx1 of 2x1w 223. This we deal with later.
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The Jews, however, were predisposed to accepting the n7n, while the non-Jews were
not!26, Some say the Jews had kept the n7n since the time of Avraham Avinu!?7, while
others say that the Jews continued a tradition of keeping the N7 n since 28)\wx1n 07X, They
had shown commitment and harmony to the "7 n which predisposed them to an acceptance at
Sinai!?.

Although the non-Jews rejected the nm, thereby showing that they were not in
harmony with it, the an5aw NN was still made available to them as a non-binding
document’30. They could only understand it at the simplest level!3!. The non-Jews did not
receive the oral law at all. This was to protect future attempts by the nations to claim that they
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could still choose a central spiritual role

All men, Jews and non-Jews, are capable of using the physical world as an instrument
for their own spirituality. However, there is another level which can only be achieved through
the Torah. This is the level of sanctifying the spiritual. When a Jew uses the physical world
he not only affects himself, but he affects the world he uses as well. Thereby, he is able to
o%wn Jpn, to sanctify the world and to connect it back to G-d. This is the main difference
between a Jew and a non-Jew!34, and this is a function of the non-Jew not having nmn."*>

Rav S.R. Hirsch explains this idea through the concept of naTy n»avp. There are two
types of maT that one can bring: an ny and a ombw. The nbw is "9 N5, it gets entirely
burned, whereas the onbw involves the o¥ya who eat from the y27p as well, whereby actively
participating with '7, so to speak, in the sanctification of the animal. Non-Jews can also bring
a N2 1217p. However, they can only bring an nby and not a ondw.

Since a non-Jew cannot affect the world but can only use the world to affect himself,
there is a danger that the physicality of the world will bring him down instead of being an
instrument of possible spiritual growth. For this reason, there may be a preference for the
nmay of a non-Jew to be one of mw»s rather than engagement.'*°

Thus, the Jews, through cumulative purification, have refined themselves so that they
are, spiritually speaking, like a separate species!37.

Alternatively, individuals could choose to remain Noachides and still get the World to
Come!38. Non-Jews therefore have more spiritual choices than do Jews!3?. Furthermore,

1 72 nmo ~na 11717132
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2"'Im1 ,2"1Mm make a further, overlapping distinction between 1273 nnJjwn (through ©'x?n and other
intermediaries) which all have, and direct, n"u19 nnawn which only Jews have. This is because it is now the job of
the Jews to resolve the primary historical tasks of mankind, but it simultaneously reflects the historical closeness
of the Jews to G-d.

[15 O9] PNY* TN ,[0°W 7D W92 nnTpn] m 1R '™
and others, Jews could also not engage in 0?1071 NN prior to NN NN. See 17 1?22 "0°01 112N 1T 1, for
difference between Jew and non-Jew after '1°0:

The mnan nuT (pg. ®Up in the 1112719 N11TNN) states:
01"WUNW NI7 072 1N TR1 NN¥NA NTIAD 237 N2212 1127 NN 228 X100 TAUNA 1213 170 00 0N?2 1M K2 M
OTIPA 17T N7NNAN 0D R0 1P N2 7193071 211071 719 10D INT12U1

136
Therefore a life of seclusion and mediation in a monastery or an Ashram, though wrong for Jews, may be

appropriate for non-Jews. Since non-Jews are obligated in %" naw?, it may be that celibacy is not allowed for
them. Howevers, it is possible that N1%" naw? only applies for as long as the world was not populated.

137 m3: There are five levels in the nx™2:

TIN™ 1270 "N, ,0mT. According to ® P19 1 PN 0PV 190, there are intermediate species between plant
and animal and between animal and human life as well.

138 See Chapter E ii

;1’9 qo mar "p1gl3f
12 ®73T 1279 12 790 NI 113112

Page 37



Chapter B: How we came to be chosen, and is that fair? — iv. Even then, up to and including Sinai, nations
could still choose a central spiritual role

even as gentiles, non-Jews can still fulfill themselves as individuals. Followers of the seven
Noachide mitzvos get a share in the World to Come!4?. However, it would be inappropriate
if this portion of 2”my for keeping seven nnyn was as great as that portion for the Jews,
whose commitment to central spirituality and 613 nnsn is far greater!4!.

Since the uniqueness of the Jewish Nation was to be of benefit to the world, it
therefore was not at the expense of our relationship with the world and did not imply their
denigration. Rather, as we have shown above!4?, had we not made this commitment, the
world would have been destroyed. Moreover, it is the Jewish belief in ©»1ON 05 that is the
source of the idea that there are universal rights for all human beings.

All other attempts at justifying universal human rights have failed: If we were to say
that all men are absolutely equal with respect to basic rights, then we must say that they are
equal in some basic respect that is of extreme moral importance. Some try to explain that man
is uniquely rational; clearly, some men are more rational than others, and some are only
minimally rational. Some try to correct this by saying that all men are potentially rational, but
what about a congenital idiot with an 1Q of 20 who is clearly not even potentially rational?
Others point to man’s unique sensitivity to pain and suffering, but some people are clearly
more sensitive to pain than others. Does this make them more worthy of human rights? If we
could murder someone suddenly and painlessly who has no-one left to mourn for him, would
that then be permitted?

Some philosophers have talked about the fact that men are ends in and of themselves,
that they are sacred or of infinite value. But this is criticized as only renaming that which has
to be explained. Those who question by what reason men are ends in and of themselves, or
are sacred or of infinite value, are really asking: By what value do they merit basic rights?
The same can be said of the argument that we have universal worth by our common human
ancestry. Again we must ask what it is about our common human ancestry that makes it so
worthy of respect.

As a result of all these difficulties, some philosophers have simply thrown up their
hands in despair and stated that in fact universal respect for human beings is groundless, but
that it is worthwhile nevertheless!'43. However, belief that every person is a oopon ooy is the
only legitimate source of universal rights!44.
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(According to one opinion of 271N, at the time of n"wn, nations will again be given the opportunity to accept the
n1n. However, by then they will be so out of harmony with the n11n that they will not be able to accept it. See
MUNW VIP?" on Jn N"DW" paragraph 0"1an ?3. That same w1 states that in the time of n"wn no 0" at all will be

accepted.)
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140 see below Chapter E ii
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143 Based on Social Philosophy by Joel Feinberg, Foundations of Philosophy Series, Prentice Hall, pg. 88-94
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Chapter B: How we came to be chosen, and is that fair? — iv. Even then, up to and including Sinai, nations
could still choose a central spiritual role

Chazal state that only Klal Yisrael are called o7x. Non-Jews, however, are included in
the name oTxn. Just as the First Man was created by G-d, so too, in receiving the Torah, Klal
Yisrael was created by G-d; hence they share the name o7~. The other nations, however, had
to work on creating their own moral and spiritual identity and are more self-made. They are
therefore not called oTx. They are included, however, in the general name for mankind,
5 oTND.

LCOTR R0 N2 OTR? 770 R0 PR D280 1710 MR 23K 71770 02370 VDNN1 217072 1700 1120 INKR Ox1:00 2717121
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2% Mnw 17an1
T IWDN 2201 19 WA 7R ... 221 KR ®R712 IR0 MITIA? 7078 130 KR - 13110 {7
Including the Declaration of Independence of USA:
“We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all men are created equal; that they are endowed by their Creator
with inherent and inalienable rights.”
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CHAPTER C: CHOSEN FOR WHAT?

Chosen for responsibilities; enormous consequences for non-fulfillment; not
privileged in the normal sense

The land of Israel: A case-study in responsibility

a-  Given conditionally

b-  Relatively small

c-  Warned not to enter other lands

d-  Ongoing miracle of the Land

e-  Miraculous return and survival in modern times

The existence of the world is dependent on someone accepting this
responsibility

Caring for the broader mission of the world
a-  o»No N
b-  Concern for the spiritual fulfillment of the world

Judaism recognizes that spiritual completion involves the whole world; Jews
the heart, non-Jews the body




CHAPTER C: CHOSEN FOR WHAT?

The Jewish Nation was chosen for responsibilities and not simply "privileged" in the
normal sense!46. There are enormous consequences for non-fulfillment of tasks and
obligations!47.

Rabbi S. R. Hirsch, in his Nineteen Letters, states that “The Bible terms Israel no>no,
“a chosen treasure.” This designation, however, does not imply, as some have falsely
interpreted, that Israel has a monopoly on G-d’s love and favor. On the contrary, it proclaims
that G-d has the sole and exclusive claim to Israel’s devotion and service.”!48 “It was to be
the chief mission, if not the sole mission, of this people to proclaim these great truths.149”
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If you want to be greater than all others, do not dig a ditch for them, but rather make a mountain for yourself. (Rav
Yisrael Salanter)

Jewish Conversion, by Rabbi Yoel Schwartz, pg. 22: “Israel’s function as a Chosen Nation is primarily a matter of

obligation. She was selected to fulfill a function which would benefit not only herself, but humanity at large. Her

exclusivity involves responsibility, and her talents and superlative qualities are G-d given and commensurate her

task.”

147 We are different so that we can make a difference — Daniel Gordis, Does the World Need the Jews? pg. 39

148 Fifteenth letter.

Jewish Action Fall 2004, Oh You have Chosen Us From Amongst the Nations: Moreover, Rabbi Hirsch explains
“for all the world is Mine” as part of the mission: “The relationship that you are to establish now between you and
Me ... initiates the renewal of the normal relationship that should exist between ‘all the world’ and Me. After all, by
their destiny, all people and all peoples are Mine, and | am dedicating them to be Mine.” Yisrael's designation as
God’s “firstborn,” he observes, means that Yisrael is God’s first, but not only, child. “As the first among the
nations, [Yisrael] must lead all the other peoples on the road back to God and to His Law,” by serving, on behalf
of all of humanity, “as a manifest example, a warning, a model, an education.” In summation, “Yisrael has no
other task than to acknowledge as its God the One Who calls and educates all human beings to His service, and
to make Him known as such, through its destiny and way of life”. This is our essential duty as “a kingdom of
kohanim.” Rabbi Ovadiah Seforno elaborates, “You shall be ‘a kingdom of kohanim,’ to understand and to instruct
all humankind, ‘all to call in God’s Name [and] to serve Him with one accord.’23 Thus will the matter of Yisrael be
in the future to come; like [Yeshayahu’s] statement, ‘And you shall be called “kohanei Hashem ’(see note 10). In
this vein, Rabbi Hirsch adds that our role as kohanim is “for the sake of that selfsame destiny of ‘all the
world.’...Each and every one of you will be a kohen...and spread knowledge of God and submission to God,
through the utterances of his mouth and the example of his deeds.” And, communally, our responsibility as “a
holy nation” is “for the sake of establishing the kingdom of Heaven and its glorification on earth. This nation shall
seek greatness not in its might but in the absolute dominion of the Divine moral law. Surely, this is the implication
of ‘holiness.”

149 seventeenth letter, pg. 55.



Chapter C: Chosen for what? — v. Judaism recognizes that spiritual completion involves the whole world; Jews
the heart, non-Jews the body

The land of Israel was given to the Jewish Nation, but entitlement to the land is
conditionally based on the actions and behavior of the Jewish people!’?. So obvious is the
conditional nature of the land that »»21 nwn had to assure the Jews that by entering the land
they would not be destroyed by their sins!5!.

By today's standards, Israel is amongst the smallest 10% of countries in the world.
However, its nbyn is that even in the time of »wax oman, it was recognized as a land
conducive to meditation and serving 7152, The Jews, having been promised the land of Israel,
were warned not to enter other lands, as those were given to the other nations of the world!33.

The miracle of the land is ongoing. Rav S. R. Hirsch writes!54: ... The land where he
[wax on1ax] was now had been promised to him for the future of his people, and the first
experience he had there was famine, and the second was war. Neither material abundance nor
political independence was inherent in the land itself. In both, it stood in the most complete
contrast to Egypt. Just as its fertility was entirely dependent on rain, it had to look above to
the heavens for its harvests, so was its political position such that it could offer no natural
resistance to invaders. Left to itself, the land of Israel lay open to famine and political
dependence. Situated in the cockpit of the world, where Europe, Asia, and Africa meet,
hardly any world-war has occurred into the bitter suffering of which it has not been drawn.
And just because of this was it chosen. If, in spite of this, in this land a national life would
blossom against which no national conqueror would dare attack, even if three times each year
its borders were left open and all military defense withdrawn — if all the n»a5n of the world
would clash together there and make war on each other, but no sword would dare enter this
blooming and yet defenseless land oaxax3a 72yn & 29 — then the eternal fact would have
been brought to the eyes of the nations “here G-d lives!”155 ...
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Chapter C: Chosen for what? — v. Judaism recognizes that spiritual completion involves the whole world; Jews
the heart, non-Jews the body

We see miraculous return and survival of the land of Israel in modern times!36. The
land that was desolate and unyielding for all other nations suddenly blossomed under the
influence of the Jews who returned to it. In the 1990’s, half a million Russians emigrated to
Israel, the percentage equivalent of 25 million immigrants to the United States. Yet, except
for brief moments, unemployment fell below ten percent. In many great European countries,
permanent unemployment was consistently over ten percent.

The survival of the land of Israel is nothing short of miraculous. Each war!37 was
replete with miracles!38. These events, the type of fighting that took place in all the battles
that birthed and sheltered the Jews of Israel, does not happen anywhere else!%°.

The existence of the world was dependent on someone accepting the responsibility of
the N n160. Therefore, our acceptance was a blessing for the whole world!¢!. As a result, the

156 paul Johnson — A Window of Providence (A History of the Jews)

157 48, 56, ‘67, ‘73, ‘90 (Gulf War, Scuds)

158 A Jewish cadet at West Point was taking a course on modern warfare: Korea, Vietnam, Afghanistan, Iran-Iraq
the Falklands, and even the invasion of Grenada. Each was carefully analyzed for lessons which might be
applied to future conflicts involving U.S. troops.

Well into the curriculum this cadet had a question. Why was it, he asked a commander, that not one battle
involving Israel was ever studied? Not the Israeli War of Independence fought by a tankless, planeless “army” of
hastily trained soldiers and Holocaust survivors against a well-armed invasion force; not the Six Day War, which
Arab leaders promised would be the Jews’ final dying breath; not the Yom Kippur War, which snatched near
disaster from the jaws of one of history's largest sneak attacks; not a single one?

Could these glaring omissions be reflective of an anti-Semitic blind spot? Could Americans not stoop to learn how
to fight from Jews? No, the cadet was assured, this was no ethnically derisive oversight — those wars just weren’t
normal. Those types of events, that type of fighting — the things that took place in all the battles that birthed and
sheltered the Jews of Israel — just doesn’t happen anywhere else. It doesn’t pay to study them, because there is
nothing for other countries to learn. (The Passover Survival Kit, by Shimon Apisdorf, Leviathan Press)

Israeli Army Acknowledges Open Miracles (Hamodia, August 17, 2001): One of the army’s top officers put it this
way: “There were 6,500 incidents since the start of the intafada... Even if there had been, chalila, one fatality for
every 10 incidents, we would have been seeing the picture from a totally different angle.” At this point, the senior
officer left no doubt as to Who is responsible for Israel’s safety: “It is a miracle that 6,500 incidents resulted in the
number of fatalities we’ve suffered. On the roads alone, the Palestinians fired at drivers or set roadside bombs
1,000 times. They fired at settlements 600 times. More than 350 mortar shells fell in our land. They fired on
army positions more than 3,800 times. Inside of Green Line Israel they have detonated more than 60 bombs.
When you analyze this huge number of incidents and what the Palestinians achieved with them, there is only one
answer: An incredible miracle. The bottom line figure shows that there was one fatality for every 458 incidents...
amazing figures.”

159 See Proofs booklet for fulfillment of prophecies having to do with the land.
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Chapter C: Chosen for what? — v. Judaism recognizes that spiritual completion involves the whole world; Jews
the heart, non-Jews the body
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163 The 19 Letters, 15th letter. Negative statements made by 7" about non-Jews refer to those who do not act

properly:
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164 Rav S. R. Hirsch: 11"ax ni1ar davens for 0170 right after circumcision. 7™, which was to separate 01128
from the rest of the world, immediately spurs him on to a greater sensitivity to that world.
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Chapter C: Chosen for what? — v. Judaism recognizes that spiritual completion involves the whole world; Jews
the heart, non-Jews the body

The Jewish nation of priests!'¢® is meant to call the broader nations to serve G-d'¢7. To
facilitate this, Jews are a microcosm of the world!¢8. This is one of the reasons why we were
spread out among the nations!%°. We Jews do not go out and actively spread the word of G-d,

166 The Jews are called a "nnn> ny'mn", a kingdom of priests to the rest of the world. We were created to be
the "light unto the nations" and give them the knowledge of G-d and how to conduct themselves.
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The 11'n of nwn w1TpP applies only in front of Jews (i.e., 0"17121 = 10 Jews). However, w1T"p and owin 212'0 in a

broader sense certainly applies in front of non-Jews as well.
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This is one of the reasons why we were spread out among the nations.
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Only in extreme cases do we ask for the demise of any nation:
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however, because we are not strong enough.!’? Therefore, we rely on being an o»n5 x
indirectly.!”! There have indeed been dramatic results even through this method. Phase one
involved the spread of monotheism through Christianity and Islam. Phase two involved the
adoption of humanistic values (in the mistaken name of Christian-Judaic ethics)!72. To quote
Rabbi S.R. Hirsch, "This nation ... is itself to figure as o as a plurality. ... The covenant of
G-d ... is not attached to any profession. ... A military nation like Judah, a nation of
mercantile marine like Zebulun, a nation of scholarship like Isasschar, of agriculture like
Asher ... a nation for the whole multitude of nations ... ©» 50 ... on the one hand it is a
), a closed unit and on the other consists of o 5np." 173
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170 When the Jews started to have extended exposure to the world at the beginning of the
emancipation, they began to rapidly intermarry.

171 Jewish Action Fall 2004, Oh You have Chosen Us From Amongst the Nations: Israel’s role, writes Rav Kook,
requires it to be “both ‘a nation that dwells alone’ and ‘a light to the nations™ (OrotYisrael 5:3). Israel carries out
this role, not by blurring the distinctions between itself and the other nations, but by achieving a full national
expression of its identity, “by being who we need to be” (Orot Yisrael 5:5). “A kingdom of priests and a holy
nation’ (Shemot 19:6)... stand[ing] strong and free, having been restored to its completeness and to its
happiness” (Yisrael Vetchiyato 15), Israel brings all of mankind to the acceptance and fulfillment of God’s will,
with each nation joyfully making its own particular national contribution to the whole. Rav Kook writes: Until the
time of the future redemption we are teaching the nations of the world only of their obligations: morality and
justice derived from knowledge of the true God.... But the world has no desire to accept obligations. If it does
accept them, a residue of resentment is directed at whoever is most responsible for imparting that knowledge that
prevents the barbaric spirit from pursuing all of its desires. But when it comes time for the light of the world to be
revealed, the world will know that we have conferred upon it ways of life filled with joy.... Therefore“Ten men of
all the languages of the nations will hold the garment of a Jewish man” (Zecharya 8:23) (Orot Yisrael 5:15). Rav
Kook teaches that it is Israel’s identity, the very reality of its being, its essential holiness, that distinguishes it from
other nations. But it is this essence—this special connection with God—that will enable Israel to confer on all of
mankind a life alive with meaning, “a life filled with joy.”

172 Rabbi Uziel Milevsky.

For a complete list of these values see above, Jewish contribution to civilization (Chapter A-iii).

A second approach to this is that our weakness is not reflected so much in the fact that we are limited by the
problem of assimilation, but rather that anti-Semitism constrains us. “The historic disdain of Jews and Judaism,
exacerbated by disaffection with the State of Israel and its policies, does not produce an inclination to seriously
consider Jewish approaches to world problems. ... [It] would be resented as the stereotypical chutzpah of a
numerically insignificant group meddling in the problems of the non-Jewish society.” (Rabbi Shlomo Danziger, in
Jewish Action, Fall 1990, pg. 24)

And yet a further two approaches: “Can a beleaguered community of Jews, battered in this as in few other
centuries, be expected to summon the energy, be expected to summon the energy to press its message of
sanctity and spirituality upon the Nations? ...”

“Nor do | think that prophetic “light unto the nations” was ever meant to be [a command] ... 0117 118 was meant
to be a prophecy ... (Rabbi Emanuel Feldman, ibid., pg. 27)

T2 T8 0771 100 77T (07:27) 1207 100 Juna 17D

173 Beraishis 17:6, see also Hirsch on 35:10.
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Although we do not have an obligation of nnmn to non-Jews, — we are nevertheless
required to prevent them from transgressing the Seven Noachide Mitzvos.~ Jews are
commanded to teach Noachides their duties and bring them closer to seving G-d as welll76.
A Jew transgresses the mitzvah of 1y »ab if he causes a non-Jew to transgress one of the
seven Noachide mitzvos . Non-Jews were allowed to bring a nam 29p comprising an nvy
(although not a om>w because a ombdw required the ovya to partake of the y27p). To this end
they could go up to the 5>n (the fence around the building itself). The m»avp atoned for non-
Jews as well!78, In some respects, the laws governing non-Jews were more lenient than those
governing Jews!79.
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The 1910 onn says that the source of this obligation is 11y 19%.
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According to the 1910 onn wherever the prohibition of 110 197 is not relevant, there would then be no obligation
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Additionally, the 1910 ©nn says in the name of the 0"an71 that there is a mxn to teach non-Jews the seven
Noachide laws.
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Chapter C: Chosen for what? — v. Judaism recognizes that spiritual completion involves the whole world; Jews
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Judaism recognizes that spiritual completion involves the whole world; the Jewish
Nation represents the heart, while the non-Jews represent the body!80. The heart is the source
of life for the whole body, and it is therefore the most sensitive of the limbs and organs!'8!.

Israel is called 182"»9151 932" by G-d, which Rav Hirsch explains to mean that G-d is
saying "Israel is My first, but not My only, child": When Jew and non-Jew complete their
respective tasks the spiritual realm of the world becomes complete!83.

We find the concept of universalism very prevalent in Judaism!84. The Jewish
calendar, for example, begins at the time of 0N, and not ©nN9ax or Nwn, the leaders of our
religion, in contrast with other religions that began with the dates of their founders.

There is definite respect accorded to righteous and learned gentiles!®5. A righteous
gentile is described as "like a high priest", meaning that he gets the first portion!8¢ and that
his status is the same as that of a 573 yn> to his fellow Jews!87,

After mown arrives, non-Jews will recognize the centrality of the Jewish nation in
upholding the world!88. They will attempt to show that they had always acted in a way that
reflected this recognition!8?. They will be taught by nown, as, according to ynon P18 17, NWN
will not need to teach the Jews, for when nown comes all Jews will know 'n completely!90.
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(There 27mn state that because 2x1w" 273 is the heart it is the source of life for the whole body. Therefore it is the
most sensitive of the limbs, feels more pain, etc.)
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184 prayer of 11771:
See also R. Elie Munk, the World of Prayer, vol. 11 pg. 177 re. 7Tn9 11 1221 and 0"p"TX 1311
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CHAPTER D: RACIAL TOLERANCE

Jews comprise a complete cross section of races. There exist Jews today with
different racial features. We do not know how this evolved!®! or how wax oniax looked
originally. However, this is irrelevant to us and does not determine Jewish status.

Any non-Jew can convert to Judaism. There are a few exceptions to this such as the
saxm  and mny!?2. However, any qualifications for conversion, which are mainly

qualifications of marriage, no longer apply after 2>ynyo mixed up the nations.

Only the mother is required for Jewish status!4. The source of Jewishness by Jewish
mother is from the pyos in ©127195 which deals with the prohibition of intermarriage. It says
“he will cause your child to turn away...” “He” refers to a gentile husband who will adversely
affect the upbringing of the children. The verse does not mention the adverse affects of a
gentile mother, because, as is learned from here, a child born to a Jewish mother and gentile
father is still Jewish. That is why we are worried about the adverse affects of the father’s
influence. There is no warning about the effects of a non-Jewish mother because that child is
not considered Jewish!%.

The NN is so concerned that we relate to a Jewish convert as an equal that we are
given specific mitzvos that apply to a convert to Judaism!°7. The N7 realizes that although

191Genetic evidence continues to provide additional proof to the claims that the Jewish people are descended
from a common ancient Israelite father: Despite being separated for over 1,000 years, Sephardi Jews of North
African origin are genetically indistinguishable from their brethren from Iraq, according to The Hebrew University
of Jerusalem.

They also proved that Sephardi Jews are very close genetically to the Jews of Kurdistan, and only slight
differences exist between these two groups and Ashkenazi Jews from Europe. Genetic evidence links Jews to
their ancient tribe (Judy Siegel)

192 These are allowed to convert but are not allowed to marry their fellow Jews after conversion. (Exceptions are
dealt with in Appendix C).

193
In fact there were some near conversions that would have dramatically changed the face of the earth.

Unkelus was a Ger, and Rebbe Akiva was the descendant of Gerim. On the eve of the Rosh Hashana, 1280 in
the secular calendar, the famed kabbalist Avraham Abulafia set out to Rome to convert Pope Nicolas Il to
Judaism. When the Pope heard of his plan, he ordered Abulafia burned at the stake.

o uTp 194
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195 Deuteronomy 7:4

196 The Nazis, an example of racists, would not tolerate any trace of Jewish blood. If Jews were racists they
would not allow the child of a non-Jewish father to be considered part of the Jewish people. However, this is not
the case and the halachic determination of legal status is in no way affected by any racial considerations.
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Chapter D: Racial tolerance — iv. n18n that apply to the 93 - attitudinal

CHAPTER E: RELIGIOUS TOLERANCE

Limitations to tolerance and freedom
a-  Absolute values

b- Caring

c-  Other freedoms

d-  Other values

Followers of other religions that are Noachhide-consistent get the World to
Come

a-  oram stresses this in three places
b-  Minimum civilized standards
I-  Seven roots — many branches
2-  Obligated in natural law
3-  Obligated to establish a comprehensive legal system
c-  Applications (Christianity and Islam)
I- Islam
2-  Christianity
3-  Protestant religions
4-  Catholicism
d-  Therefore, we minimize proselitization
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CHAPTER E: RELIGIOUS TOLERANCE

Absolute religious tolerance is a negative value. Tolerance, meaning somebody else’s
freedom, is qualified by absolute values!®?, caring2%0, other freedoms29!, and other values202,
However, within these limitations, Judaism is enormously tolerant203.

Followers of religions which are Noachide-consistent are from the o%yn mmx »on
and receive a portion in the World to Come2%. The seven Noachide laws205 are very basic
laws dealing with Monotheism, murder, theft, etc. Someone who does not keep these laws
falls below the minimum standards of entry into the civilized world of the human race. It is
quite remarkable, then, that a non-Jew gets a portion in the World to Come by keeping just
these minimum standards2%. The obligations of a ny j2 also comprise the laws that branch off

199 Not free to kill, even to kill a murderer.
200 A parent who says, “whatever makes my child happy” really doesn’t care about him/her.

201 There is no such thing as absolute freedom. Every freedom is acquired at the loss of another freedom. For
example, if a person wants to become a great piano player — to have the freedom to be able to glide one’s fingers
across the keyboard — it takes great discipline; one has to subject oneself to scales, to the rules of counterpoint
and harmony and to gradually build up one’s competence over many years. Ultimately, one could do without all
that discipline and be free to make whatever noise one chooses to make right now.

Similarly, to become an Olympic swimmer who seems to glide effortlessly through the water, or a great gymnast
who does flow exercises as if gravity does not exist — both have to practice many hours a day; both give up an
immense deal of more basic freedom for a higher, more sophisticated freedom as they see it.

So too, America, the ultimate land of freedom, is a highly regulated society. America repeatedly produces more
legislation than any other country. There are laws governing whether you can have a fence around your yard,
how many bags your garbage can be sorted into and hundreds of others. The purpose of all these restrictions is
to enhance freedom, not to limit it.

The issue is ultimately which freedom we want. So too, the spiritual freedom to be close to G-d has its rules and
discipline. We give up other freedoms to have this. Moreover, not every spiritual discipline follows the right rules.

202 Freedom of speech / expression vs. pornography. Freedom is a value but it is one value amongst many.
Other values are sometimes in conflict with freedom and we may prefer these other values over freedom. For
example, strict freedom of expression requires that we allow the open display and availability of pornography, but
this may conflict with other values.

203 gee next section.

204 g3 stresses this in three places
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205 gee Appendix B where we have dealt with the seven Noachide laws in a more comprehensive fashion.

206 There are other standards also expected of non-Jews — see ¢ below and see Appendix C on Noachide
laws. However, it would seem that a non-Jew gets the World to Come by only keeping the seven Noachide laws.
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Followers of other religions that are Noachide-consistent receive a portion in the
World-to-Come. Practically speaking, all opinions hold that Islam is Monotheistic (Sxynw»
did n2wwn in his later years).”’” Christianity, however, is more complex, as the law may be
different for different variations of Christianity. Christianity was initially divided into two
main groupings: Firstly, Eastern Orthodox Chrisitianity, of which the main representatives
are the Russian and the Greek Orthodox Churches,?!! and secondly, Western Christianity.
With regard to Western Christianity there are two main subdivisions: Catholocism, which is
the variation of Christianity that most of the Rishonim and early Achronim were exposed to
and talked about, and Protestant Religions: These include the Lutheran, Methodist, Dutch
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211 Also included in this grouping is the Coptic Church in Egypt, the Ethiopian Church and the Assyrian Church.
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The Eastern Orthodox Churches have a problem of icons, which are statues in front of
which these religionists pray. This is highly problematic. The main issue for the Western
religions is the problem of the Trinity — of believing that G-d somehow comprises three parts,
what is known as qymw. Catholocism has a purer concept of the Trinity idea than Protestant
religions. Until the Reformation in the 15" Century, there were no Protestant religions.  The
Rambam, who held that Christianity was idolatrous2!2, was talking of Catholocism.
Protestant religions have less of a problem with the Trinity. It is possible that even those who
regard Catholicism as idolatry would not do so in the case of the Protestant religions. The
primary problem with Protestantism has to do with something else: limitations on freedom of
choice (Calvinism believes in pre-determinism) and stressing faith over deeds (many
fundamentalists believe that salvation is only through faith). (However, Mormonism believes
that G-d can express Himself on earth as a man and that a man can later become Divine.)

But even when it comes to Catholocism, there are those who hold that it would be
considered a Monotheistic belief for a non-Jew (though not for Jew)2!3. Tosafos already
remarked on something which is quite clear in our day — i.e. there is a difference between
Catholic theology, which often has purer Trinitarian ideas, and the practicing Catholic, who,
when he refers to G-d, means it in a purely Monotheistic sense2!4.

The Ramo takes this even further. He states that there is no prohibition for a non-Jew

to believe in mmow to begin with2!5 and the Shach2?!6 and many other Achronim follow suit*'”.
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The Rambam, despite the fact that it was he who lead the condemnation of
Christianity as idolatrous, felt that both Islam and Christianity prepared the world for the
arrival of Moshiach. Their very claims about Jesus and Mohammed introduced the ideas of
Moshiach and the Messianic Era into broad swathes of the globe, facilitating the readiness of
these people to recognize the true Moshiach when he will come?2!.

Since followers of the Seven Noachide Mitzvos receive a portion in the World to
Come, the Jewish Nation minimizes proselytizing members of other nations. According to
some opinions, however, converts to the Jewish Nation are beloved, and as such, we do not
tell potential converts to be Noachide??2. The limitations of this have been historical — it
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endangered Jewish lives, if not entire communities, for the Jews to engage in proselitization
of any sort.
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N"2pN? MXY 020071 R21 T212N TNR IRT ®? 171 0NW N13210 071770 172p R? N11910 211 T°WY11 01001 0°R7121 0192
(TID W"D).NTN 22N L TNW N1370 21V 177D 221
See also Chapter Fiii a and Appendix E iv — The claims of other religions

Negative statements about converts that were made by 2”1 refer to insincere converts:
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2'nT: In admonishing us not to deal fraudulently with non-Jews, he says that if we do not behave in an exemplary
fashion, who would join us? (17" NwWD)
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CHAPTER F: RESPECT FOR OTHER NATIONS

I- Different nations have different spiritual input

ii- Ideally, each nation would contribute its spiritual creativity (nvy1p mxiv) to
the whole

ii- In practice, until n»wn, the Jewish nation must draw this into themselves
a- Through o

b- Through incorporating the positive mm» and energy of that nation into
the practice of their own Yiddishkeit




CHAPTER F: RESPECT FOR OTHER NATIONS

Different nations have varying spiritual input and different strengths?23. Ideally, each
nation should contribute its spiritual creativity??* to the whole2?’, each with their own
country?26, In practice, however, the Jewish nation must draw these strengths into
themselves until the time of nown.  This can be done through non-Jews who convert to
Judaism??7 or through incorporating the positive M1 and energy of other nations into the
practice of Judaism?228,
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eg., D1TR — scientific, technical
11" — philosophical, aesthetic
To some degree this was achieved:
In a very lengthy piece on 7* ‘N 1 'g M2, the R0 N1RaN makes, amongst others, the following points:
a- Many individual, G-d fearing, non-Jews have made great contributions to Jewry and indeed to the whole
of mankind. (He mentions Edward Jenner who discovered vaccination, Drucker who introduced the potato to
Europe, and Guttenberg who discovered the printing press.) These people will surely be rewarded for benefiting
mankind.
b- Non-Jewish civilization has, in general, advanced steadily towards higher moral and spiritual standards.
c- Since these standards have been achieved without the n11n, they are even more praiseworthy than an
equivalent, Jewish achievement. (Though this also means that progress is slow and imperfect and whole
continents may be excluded from this progress.)
Since each nation expressed a point of divergence from n1n at Sinai, they feel its existence threatened to the
degree that NN expresses itself. To the degree that the nations do not fulfill their potential it is the job of Jews to
harness the positive spiritual energy of each nation.

They are capable of doing this because of their comprehensive spiritual breadth:
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The Jews are therefore sometimes called “nations” (in the plural):
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Chapter F: Respect for other nations — iii. In practice, until n>wn, the Jewish nation must draw this into
themselves

According to some commentators, Jews will have to have lived in every country prior

to the nowy. . In fact, the nations of the worlds contribute to the Torah sometimes through
their very anti-Semitism. Many of the things we do today had their roots in anti-Semitic acts
or decrees. For example, we read the Haftorah because the Romans banned the Torah
reading; we blow the Shofar during Musaf on Rosh HaShana (and not at the earliest possible
time) because of a decree against its blowing altogether, and we add Shema into the Kedusha
of Shabbas Musaf for the same reason. Chazal understood that it was the Ratzon HaSh-m that

these things should be said and left them as permanent decrees.”

These points are facilitated by the fact that y»ax oniax was o 0 ax. Avraham was
the spiritual forefather of all the nations. So too, his direct lineage has a spiritual connection
to the nvy1p in all the nations. Similarly, >»w, whose name meant only % »w” and not to
others, was changed to the more universal 2319v.

Therefore, given this recognition of the role of other nations, “the suggestion that our
doctrine of the 'Chosen People' has provided a pattern and rationale for aggressive militaristic
nations is, frankly, rubbish: Did the Assyrians and the Romans, or even the modern Japanese,
get their notions of conquest and loot from reading the nineteenth chapter of Exodus? The
idea of pushing other people around, unfortunately, does not have to be learned.” 232
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In the eighth century, when Prince Viadimir of Kiev was deciding which religious system to adopt, it is said that he
met with rabbis (and actually considered Judaism) before choosing what would become Russian Orthodoxy.
Around the same time the nearby Kuzari king and his subjects converted to Judaism. Had Vladimir chosen
Judaism, world history would certainly have been quite different.
On the eve of the Jewish New Year in 1280, the famed kabbalist Abraham Abulafia set out to Rome to convert
Pope Nicolas Il to Judaism. When the Pope heard of his plan, he ordered Abulafia burned at the stake. Abulafia
was seized upon his arrival at the papal residence, but after 28 days he was miraculously released. The pope
had died of a stroke the night before. Had Abulafia succeeded in his mission, we would be celebrating Israel's
700th birthday and the Inquisition and the Holocaust would never have happened.
Had the Roman Empire chosen Judaism over Christianity in the fourth century, world and Jewish history would
be dramatically different. And how different African history would be had the 14" century Ethiopian Jewish
kingdoms prospered ... (Yosef Abromowitz in Moment Magazine, December '99) Probably, these people were not
meant to bring their spiritual energy into the Jewish people.
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See above Chapter D ii
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n-wn will draw, through both sides of his lineage, on the nunTp of the nations of the world.
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232 j B. Bamburger, The Condition of Jewish Belief, pg. 20
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Chapter F: Respect for other nations — iii. In practice, until n>wn, the Jewish nation must draw this into
themselves

After mwn comes, nations will recognize their spirituality through the Jews and
consequently, they will attempt to attach themselves to the Jews233.
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CHAPTER G: LAWS THAT GOVERN OUR
RELATIONSHIP WITH THE NON-JEW

Laws that govern our relationship with non-Jews can be divided into four main
categories: discriminatory laws234, separating laws233, equalizing laws23¢, and other laws?237.
Although there are many laws that favor Jews over non-Jews, this reflects concentric circles
of responsibility and is greatly balanced by Jews' responsibilities to all mankind.

Discriminatory laws represent laws of exceptional ethical behavior which G-d wants
the Jews to observe amongst themselves. Since non-Jewish societies in general do not adhere
to such standards, there can be no expectation that Jews should behave by such standards
towards non-Jews either. There is a strong body of halachic opinion which states that most of
these discriminatory laws apply only to a non-Jew who is idolatrous?38. The laws of a =

239 . o 0 e .
avin,  for example, show clearly that Judaism really has great sensitivity for the well-being
of the non-Jew.” The discriminatory laws need to be seen in this context. Non-Jews were
allowed to settle in Israel. The Jewish nation was commanded to ensure the well-being of the
non-Jews in Israel and to provide settlement arrangements that would ensure that each and
every one could make a living. They were given a high degree of autonomy, allowed to create
their own cities, and provide for their own Noachide legal system. As we shall show, many of
the laws that appear to discriminate against non-Jews applied to an idoloter but not to the Ger
Toshav.”'

Every recorded nation that has discriminated against another has maximized the
discrimination when on its home territory. We, the Jewish nation, in contrast, actually
increase our obligations when we are in control! In fact, the source of many of the laws

234 | aws that appear to be genuinely discriminatory, such as interest, loshon hora and hashavas aveida.

235 | aws that are meant to keep us apart from non-Jews, the better to maintain our Jewish identity and prevent
intermarriage.

236 | aws that come to specifically tell us to treat a non-Jew the same as a Jew (These are usually Miderabanan
and are given either as 017w 217 or, its negative corollary, n1'x own).

237 Modes of acquisition — o111y, which sometimes differ from the n1a7 one does when buying or selling from a
fellow Jew. We will not deal with these here.

238 See a below.
239
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240 _ .
See Appendix B v for details of laws of the awn 1.
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Chapter G: Laws that govern our relationship with the non-Jew — iv. Equalizing laws

relating to non-Jews living in Israel is a non-Jewish slave who flees from his master to
Israel?42.

Furthermore, there are many obligations of kindness and honesty we have toward
243 . 244
non-Jews. A righteous non-Jew deserves greater honor than a non-Torah observant Jew.

Therefore, it is clear that the discriminatory laws are not coming from an attitude of non-
caring towards the non-Jew. Rather, they are rooted in a demand for going beyond normal
requirements towards our own family members, our fellow Jews.

Many commentators state that discriminatory laws apply only to idolaters and not to
all non-Jews. Discriminatory laws include charging a non-Jew interest, claiming a loan from

him after nv>nw, compensation discrimination243, returning a lost object to him, saving his life
. . . . . 246
on naw, taking revenge, judging in the best interests of a Jew, and yan yw5. Above, we

brought the x1n7 and the Shach who paskened that o today247 are not considered idolaters.
Therefore, one would be required to return a lost object, not to take advantage of a mistaken
business calculation (like giving change), and not to use differences between the Jewish and

1-18:13 D173T242
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243 See iv below

244 .
See iv d below

245 There is a law that states that an ox of a Jew that gores an ox of a non-Jew is exempt from paying damages,
but a non-Jew that gores an ox of a Jew, must pay the damage. Our chachamim explain: Two Roman soldiers
were once sent to the chachamim to learn their Torah and after they read it and learned all of the
commandments, they said to the chachamim, "We have checked in all of your Torah, and it is all true besides for
this mitzvah [a law pertaining to an ox of Jew that gores an ox of a non-Jewl]... but this matter we will not mention
to our authorities." (Chazal from various pesukim said that since nations of the world did not fulfill their seven
commandments, Hashem allotted their money to Yisrael and a Jew does not have to pay the damages of a non-
Jew's ox. When it says that "their money was allotted [to Yisrael]," it refers to this single incident, for there is no
other incident like this one.)

The "1"&n, however, limits this to idolaters who, as a rule, have a poor regard for other people’s money. A non-
Jew is fined so that he will not become accustomed to damaging other people's property, as it says in the
Gemorah "Specifically with the nations, that they are not bound by ways of religions and manners." Just as it
says in the Gemorah, "See, the seven commandments that the Noachites accepted that they failed to fulfill stood
to permit their money [to us] at any time, because the law allows for this.
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247 i.e., the Christians and even more so the Moslems
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Chapter G: Laws that govern our relationship with the non-Jew — iv. Equalizing laws

The 1m5n standardly deals with the normative case, idolaters?32, as indeed, most non-

. . . . 253 ..
Jews in the world at any stage of history, including today , have not been Monotheistic.
Even where we are not halachically obliged to maintain the same standard with respect to
non-Jews, we are often required to do so ethically. This is true even regarding idolaters. Thus,

254 . .
for example, we ought not to talk loshon horo about non-Jews, even though it is
. .. . . . .. 255
halachically permissible. Certainly, this applies wherever own vv1p is involved.  When 9%n
. . . 256
1 1s involved we are required, MeDeoraisa, to set the same standard we set for Jews.
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In this regard the widest definition of monotheism is given.
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253 This is because three of the world’s largest population’s, China, India and Japan as well as large parts of

South East Asia, are primarily adherents of Buddhism, Hinduism, Shintoism, Taocism and the like, beliefs which
are not monotheistic.

254 . .
The Baalei Musar exhorts us not to talk loshon hara even about non-Jews because loshon hara requires an
ongoing sensitivity. It is not something which can be switched on and off at will.
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Chapter G: Laws that govern our relationship with the non-Jew — iv. Equalizing laws

Chazal commanded that we do many things to promote a sense of harmonious living
. 257
between our neighbors and ourselves.  In many cases, they commanded us to go the extra

mile with non-Jews, even visiting their sick when this was required.258 Also, Jewish law
would generally follow x»7 xma5n7 x7, where the local law is stricter than the Jewish
law?2%9. However, saving a life on naw and taking interest are more complicated26?. The laws
that remain in place with respect to non-Jews all represent exceptional ethical standards, way
beyond the normative standards of any society. They represent what would be called a Good

Samaritan’s law, of a sort that we have not seen anything nearly like in the legal codes of any
261
country, present or past.

The laws of interest,262 loshon hora and hashavas aveida " all represent exceptional
standards of behavior not demanded or even expected by the broader society. If a mother
were to buy her child an ice-cream, we would not expect all the kids in the neighborhood
crying foul that she hadn’t bought each and every one of them an ice-cream as well. It is
expected that a mother will set a higher standard of care and concern for her own children. Of
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259 e.g., NT"2R NaWil, revenge, compensation discrimination

260 sSee a and e below.

261 In the 60's there was a woman by the name of Kitty Genoveve who was stabbed to death in Queens, New

York. Kitty was walking home after completing a late night shift waitressing. She was accosted and stabbed
several times and lay bleeding, but alive, in the street. Her screams had caused many people to look out of their
high rise apartments, but no-one came to her assistance. Not a single one so much as picked up a phone to call
for an ambulance or the police. Later, the attacker returned and began stabbing her again. This time her screams
woke up even more onlookers, but still no response from a single one. As a result of this incident New York State
promulgated a Good Samaritan's law, making it (for the first time in the history of the USA) a crime not to help
someone whose life was in danger.

Only a few countries in the history of Western civilization have ever had such a law. (France, as was illustrated by
the paparazzi with Princess Diana is one of them. Israel, as shown by the Rabin assassination, is another.) (Even
then, helping someone whose life is in danger is a far cry from keeping laws of loshon hora and hashavas aveida.
The U.S.A. as a whole has no such law. The reason for this is because Western legal systems base their ethics
on variations of the harm principle, i.e., that | am allowed to do anything (together with other consenting adults)
provided that it doesn't harm anyone else. (See Appendix F vi) A higher sense of civil responsibility is generally
left to the higher sensibilities of citizens on a voluntary basis. (There are many laws which protect people from
themselves, against suicide, drugs, sodomy, etc.) but most of these laws are only very rarely enforced. What gets
enforced are the people who encourage or assist others. (Drug pushers, for example)
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Chapter G: Laws that govern our relationship with the non-Jew — iv. Equalizing laws

course, there is a certain standard by which she should conduct herself toward those who
aren’t her family as well.

So, too, with the Jewish people. We are entitled to set a higher standard amongst our
family members, our fellow Jews, than we do with the rest of the world. But we certainly also
have high standards of caring towards all mankind as well. With this in mind, let us look at
some specific examples.

Interest is an essential component of a modern economy. If there would be no interest,
people would find it very difficult to find money to borrow and business ventures would dry
up. Economies would stagnate and, with growing populations, there would be increasing
unemployment and even worse. G-d wants us to take and give interest. He created interest as
a part of the inexorable laws of economics. But he asked us to set a higher standard amongst
our family members.

The same concept applies with regard to Loshon Hora. The American Supreme Court
upholds the right of people to talk Loshon Hora as a constitutional right. Millions of people
would be out of a job if its laws were upheld — the entire newspaper industry, talk show hosts,
and many others. People who first become exposed to these laws comment that they never
realized how much of their day was spent talking Loshon Hora. Here, too, HaSh-m
demanded that Jews keep a higher standard amongst family members.264

Similar to this is the mitzvah of Hashavas Aveida. Many countries certainly have laws
requiring that if one finds a wallet in the street one hands it in. The laws of Hashavas Aveida,
however, demand much more of us than that. They require that we look after the object,
which, if it is an animal, means feeding it and working out what, in the long-term, is in the
best financial interests of the owner. HaShavas Aveida laws tell us to run around and put up
signs in the local synagogues and sometimes to hold onto an object for years. No country has
laws that come even close to this exalted standard. G-d says again, “For family members, I
expect you to go the extra mile.” Some even regard Noachide-observant non-Jews as being a
family member in this regard.%5

Jews are expected to be totally honest in their dealings with non-Jews, to pay their
taxes, to give charity to non-Jewish causes, to look after the non-Jew (Ger Toshav) who
would settle in Israel,266 and to make a positive contribution to their broader society. But Jews

264 |n fact, we are urged not to talk Loshon Hora against non-Jews as well.
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Here we see that non-Jews were allowed to settle in Israel, and that the Jewish nation was commanded to
ensure their well being and to provide settlement arrangements that would ensure that each and every one could
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are expected to do even more than that for their fellow Jew. This is completely
understandable, and it is even to be expected.

We will now consider, in greater detail, each one of these discriminatory laws: Firstly,
the n7n commands us not to take interest from a Jew?267, but seems to obligate us to take
interest from a non-Jew268, However, it is clear from what we stated in the introduction26®
that this law is referring to actual idolators?’? and not to Noachide-observant non-Jews?27!.
On the contrary, we are commanded to look after the welfare of Noachide-observant non-
Jews, to give them charity and to assist them?72. Since world economies are dependent on the
capital loan supply encouraged by interest, the n7n wants a system of interest to exist273. It is
normative economics for Jews to take interest from non-Jews and vice-versa. That Jews
practice a much higher standard amongst themselves, a standard that cannot be universally
maintained, is perfectly legitimate. We ought to relate to our own family with greater
sensitivity than the universally acceptable norm?274,

make a living. They were given a high degree of autonomy, allowed to create their own cities, and provide for
their own Noachide legal system.

Every recorded nation that has discriminated against another has maximized the discrimination when on its home
territory. The Jewish people, in contrast, actually increase our obligations when we are in control!

In fact, the source of many of the laws relating to non-Jews living in Israel is a non-Jewish slave who flees from
his master to Israel:
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The (n"p) o'®1" points out that the prohibition of interest comes immediately after this verse and | might have
thought that this prohibition automatically extended to a prohibition of taking interest from non-dews, hence the
necessity of the verse to actually permit it. The reason for this is possibly because world economies are built on
interest. If there is no interest, sources of capital will dry up, leading to a minimum of new investments and the
slowing down, if not the total freezing, of the expansion of economies. This will lead to high unemployment and
other major problems, and everyone will suffer.
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A similar logic applies to the prohibition of claiming a loan from a fellow Jew after
the nonw year. Yet, the verse permits or even encourages us to take interest from a non-
Jew?75, The Ramban tells us that there is nothing wrong with reclaiming what is owed to you
as a loan?76. A Jew is prohibited from this as a special act of brotherly love and kindness.
This is why there is a special blessing for acting in this way. The Torah does not give one a
special blessing for restraining from theft or acting according to basic tenents of property
ownership. But it does provide a blessing for acting with exceptional love and
brotherhood?77.

This 2w, this level of relating to one’s fellow man, represents a standard which no
country on earth has dreamt of legislating?78.

Thirdly, the 27%mwn says that a Jewish-owned ox which gores a gentile-owned ox
does not obligate the owner in damages, whereas in the opposite scenario?8?, the gentile has
to pay the Jew for the full damages?8!. However, this is limited to idolaters who, as a rule,

Despite the permissibility of taking interest from a non-Jew, nnan jun:
(61 OT) 112 NW192 121 N”T X1 ‘9 states that, in the case of a Ger Toshav, Hakadosh Boruch Hu requests of us (but
does not command us) that we not take interest from him. Despite the fact that he, in turn, is permitted to and
may well take interest from us, we are enjoined to maintain an independently high standard:
270UNN TIN?T ®NW 13030 10WN 131 ... NMTA ®12) T?X 1120 221 7370 1M Nn? 2
The Mman Jun bases this on a distinction, which he proves at length, between a prohibition beginning with x%,
which he says involves a clear prohibition, and one beginning with 7x, which is only a request. In our case it
says,
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278 See under n"21 (immediately preceding) and introduction to this section for general logic.
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This nearly got us into big trouble with the Romans:
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The logic of this may be as follows: Tosfos says that the Torah requirement to return a loan could be learned
from logic alone. Since | gave money (a loan) to you, you have to return the money to me. But, in the case of
damage, | would not have thought, from logic alone, that | have to pay you. Sure it is wrong to kick a ball through
someone’s window. And | have to be terribly apologetic and repent. But | do not have your money. The Torah,
however, tells us that we do indeed have to pay. But the Torah is quite specific as to when we do and when we
do not have to do so and it discriminates between a Tam of a Jew (and a Noachide) on the one hand and that of
an idolater on the other hand. Had straight logic required such a payment to be made, a Jew would also be
required to pay. But, as the Maharal (Beer HaGolah Beer Shevii) points out, even if damages were generally
required, logic would seem to indicate that in the case of 11win n& naw 1w that one would be exempt. After all a
person is entitled to take his ox into the street. Whereas the person whose ox was damaged might say to the
person whose ox gored, “Keep your ox at home, so that it does not damage mine,” the owner of the goring ox is
equally entitled to say, “Keep your ox at home, if you are worried that it is going to get gored.” All this, however, is
dependent on the owner of the goring ox being as sensitive as possible to the property of others. The
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tain type283.
Fourthly, with regard to the msn of nax nawn, we are not required to return a lost item
that belongs to a non-Jew234, but again, this law is directed at those who do not keep the

as a feeling on the streets that

chaos did not reign. This in turn, allowed for the reduction of major crime as well.)

The original words of the Maharal read as follows:
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Addtionally, Judaism definitely places more value on a Jewish life than a non-Jewish
life. This is reflected in the fact that a dead Jewish body is xnvn whereas a non-Jewish body
is not. nn nxmw reflects the lost potential of that body, clearly much greater in the case of a
Jew than in the case of a non-Jew. Therefore, the mxn of qy7 07 Yy Tmyn &Y appears to relate
only to one’s fellow Jew. Nevertheless, this does not mean that Jews should not care greatly
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We also discriminate against Jewish idolaters:
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According to this the distinction is not between Jew and non-Jew at all, rather it is between idolaters and

monotheists.
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nuw 12 Nunw used to earn a living dealing in flax. His students said to him, “Rebbe, leave this business and we
will sell it for you and buy you a donkey instead. That way, you will not have to work so hard.” They did this and
bought a donkey from a 2xunw (non-Jewish merchant) on which they found hanging a precious stone. They
came to NVW 12 NUNW and said, “From now on you no longer have to work.” He asked them why. They said, “We
bought for you a donkey from a 7xunw" and it had a precious stone hanging from it.” He said, “And does the
owner know about this?” “No,” they replied. To which he responded, “Go and return it.” They responded, “Did not
"1"1 x®1111 21 the son of 117111 say in the name of Rav Hativon in front of Rebbe, that even those who say that theft
from a non-Jew is prohibited, agree that it is permissible to keep his lost object?” He responded “Do you think
that now 12 Nunw has become (ruthlessly and greedily) committed to becoming wealthy? Not so. Rather, he
wishes that the Name of Heaven should be sanctified through him. This is more satisfying to him than all the
profit and money in the world.”
MMTT RITY RTN 172 1INIWRT DIYTORT 1"27RN "0 NT 12 TN 17127 R0 1127 KTV "7 "DOWN 711710 27 T NIRRT
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And from where did he (nuw 12 nnunw) know this principle? From the incident which x1"1m "1 related about a group
of sages who bought a pile of wheat from some (non-Jewish) soldiers. In it they found a bundle of coins which
they returned. This caused the soldiers to say, “Blessed is the G-d of the Jews.”
(The 2w goes on to relate several similar incidents.)

Page 72



Chapter G: Laws that govern our relationship with the non-Jew — iv. Equalizing laws

The most intractable issue remains the prohibition of saving a non-Jewish life where
naw 990 is involved. The issue here is not whether a non-Jewish life is precious to us, as we

have already shown that it is, but whether such a life is greater testimony to the Creator than
288

the Shabbos.

The 287712 mwn objects to what he states is the widespread practice of even the most
kosher of Jewish doctors to be naw Y5nn for the sake of non-Jews. He says that although it
may be permitted to transgress an 377 NN to prevent NN, it certainly is not permissible to
transgress a nxnm»nT. However, Rav Moshe Feinstein argues vociferously on this 20poa.
Among other things, he states that an Orthodox doctor on call in the U.S.A. who would refuse
to treat a non-Jewish patient who subsequently died would be accused of murder and would
cause a huge anti-Semitic backlash. Rav Moshe brings a number of precedents for his pos of
permitting naw 99n by doctors to save the life of a non-Jew?°1.

Furthermore, the nn says 27270y »1 nx Mon X9 owpn &9 with regard to the Jewish
Nations, and op»293omoy5 90 NnN regarding non-Jews. However, the Twmon and the opo1o
do not bring this down. Additionally, even according to the source that states vV NN DpPN
oMoy, it would not be advised to take revenge, but only permitted. It would also only apply
to nwvy and NPy as an elevated concept as defined by the na9n (such as lending an object)
where no law of the land had been broken. It would not mean that someone could take the
law into his own hands, and it may not apply to those non-Jews who keep the seven Noachide
laws (as per discussion in the introduction).

The nn prohibition of revenge is far more stringent than that which is commonly
understood by the term. »»v explains taking revenge as follows: Someone asks his neighbor
if he can borrow his sickle and he says no. The next day, the person who refused his
neighbor’s request asks that same person to borrow his ax. If he were to say, "I will not lend
you my ax just as you didn't lend me your sickle", that would be considered transgressing the

287 on nog, from TuM 211 on, we only say 22711 *X1, (and we remove drops from our full cup of wine), to reflect
our sadness at the loss of life of even our most bitter, evil enemy, the Egyptian, at that time. (This, at a time when
the Egyptians had been through all the plagues and still refused to recognize the Almighty.)

288 Whereas a Jewish life is considered so precious that we can even break the Shabbos, the fundamental Bris

we have with Hakadosh Boruch Hu, to save such a life. Really this is the Chiddush. For, we might ask, of what
worth is a life if one had to break one’s whole relationship with HaSh-m to save it. Surely there are things that we
must die for, and if need be, for which it is forbidden to save our neighbor. Indeed, we do know of such things
(T"u1 v72 ,0MT N3 9W).
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TIU W7D 121 2710 1132V 3773 11°R 7371 0710 20 12710 "1°D2 2101 2R170° 20 MTO ... X171 1710 1700 2707 71990 101 TR
See G iv a where we show that we are obliged to be concerned for the wellbeing of a non-Jew. If we are
expected to show practical concern for the quality of life of a non-Jew certainly we are required to be concerned
for his actual life!
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In addition, the 295505 says that, in a dispute between a Jew and a non-Jew, if Jewish
law favors the Jew then we judge them according to Jewish law, saying that this is what our
law says. If, however, the law of the land is more favorable to the Jew, then we judge them
according to that law, saying, “This is what your law says.” The »»xn, however, limits this to
“religionless” nations2%,

Lastly, although it is permissible to speak yan yWw5 against non-Jews, it is better not to
so as not to be Ypopn our M1 and not to arouse the non-Jew's hatred. Obviously, the laws of
yan Yo are not laws which the nations of the world are interested in adhering to, even in
principle. The American Supreme Court ardently defends the freedom to speak vile and
callous y7n yb. In fact, entire industries involving tens of thousands of people would go out
of business were these laws to be applied.

The second category of laws that govern our relationship with non-Jews are
separating laws. There is a relationship between chosenness and separateness??’. The unique
historical responsibility of the Jews automatically sets us apart. So, too, the very fact that
Jews keep the nn and non-Jews do not separates us in a very distinct manner2?%8
(Historically, though, many non-observant Jews have had the urge to see these as punctuated
points in time, which only momentarily separate them from the mainstream of non-Jewish
society???). Therefore, 'n gave us specific laws which come to separate Jew from non-Jew.
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299 | ife Magazine, Sep. 1996: (On the Jewish New Year, Jews) will begin chanting beautiful ancient blessings as
candles flicker in the gathering darkness of their homes. They will share loaves of sweet, amber bread and
apples dipped in honey. ... white-robed cantors sing the praises of the L-rd and loud blasts are trumpeted on
ram’s horns. .. And then, their ancient identities will once again recede as they reenter the American mainstream.
Jonathan Rosenblum wrote the following article in the Jerusalem Post, March 17, 2000:

"l detest kosher wine."

So begins a recent opinion piece by Bruce Warshal, a Reform rabbi and publisher of the South Florida Jewish
Bulletin. Warshal is incensed that the halacha proscribes wine produced by gentiles. In his view, all distinctions
between Jews and gentiles are invidious - a distortion of the biblical message that all men are created in the
image of God.

About one thing, at least, Warshal is right. The purpose of the prohibition is to maintain a separation between
Jews and gentiles, and to preserve a sense of Jewish distinctiveness. The rabbis proscribed gentile wine, the
Talmud tells us, as a means of preventing intermarriage.
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All of these separating laws are not a contradiction to our being an o»1> 1w. We are
not expected to show an example by deliberately having intimate contact with non-Jews,
thereby endangering our very identity. We are meant to be an o 71w as a communal and
national entity. Ideally, the Americans should send a research party to see how our oon»m
work, the English should come to find out why we don’t have drugs, the French to learn how
to instill a sense of belief, etc.

"Such a mission imposed upon this people another duty, the duty of separation, of
ethical and spiritual separateness. It could not join in the doings of other peoples lest it
descend to their level and perish in the abyss of their worship of wealth and pleasure. It must
remain alone and do its work and live its life as a separate entity until, refined and purified by
Israel’s teachings and Israel’s example, humanity as a whole might turn to G-d and

Rabbi Yehuda Loewe, the Maharal of Prague, writing in the 17th century, noted the capacity of wine to break
down all sense of separation between peoples, and to forge a bond of love between them.

At a deeper level, the Maharal pointed out that the Hebrew word for wine, yayin, has the same numerical value
as the word for secret, sod. The latter refers to the hidden spiritual capacities of a person. While all human beings
resemble one another externally, each nation, the Maharal insisted, differs in its spiritual characteristics. Thus
wine, which symbolizes the hidden aspect of a person or nation, is a particularly apt instrument of reinforcing
Jewish distinctiveness.

Of course all talk of Jewish distinctiveness is anathema to Warshal. He confuses today's political correctness with
the biblical message. True, all men are created in the image of God, and as such should be treated with dignity.
But, as Rabbi Joseph Ber Soloveitchik pointed out, the Torah emphasizes no less clearly, kedushat Yisrael, the
unique potential for holiness of the Jewish people and the Jews' unique mission as the instruments of God's
revelation to the world.

A degree of separation between Jews and the other nations is a precondition for the fulfillment of that mission. "A
nation that dwells alone," the Torah calls us - and those words are meant to be prescriptive, not merely
descriptive.

Many Torah commandments are designed to create a special cohesion among Jews and a corresponding
separation from the nations of the world. Jews, for instance, are forbidden to lend one another money on interest,
not because interest is inherently immoral - renting one's money is essentially no different than renting one's ox -
but to stress the special closeness of Jews for one another.

Jewish distinctiveness was once taken for granted. Until 250 years ago, almost all Jews lived according to a
system of all-encompassing laws that distinguished them in every particular way from their gentile neighbors.
Most Jews no longer do so.

As a consequence, the concept of Jewish chosen-ness (which is also accepted by Christianity) is foreign, even
repugnant, to most Jews. In a Commentary symposium three years ago, not one non-Orthodox Jewish
theologian was willing to affirm this concept, despite the Torah's constant reiteration of it.

300 Especially 07130 9 and the prohibition of eating a M1 NTIWO with them (M1 12 17798 2w "37T21 2P 71"
2'221 7DD 11"RW)

(:7 1"127) 2 1nnnn 871301
302 gee Appendix D ii

1 mxn 711°nn 19303
(n:2" TNW) 12 73R ®7 12111 72304

(10:T T™12T) ™31 WK 770 N7 7210 87305

306 The p”ann (%719 mmoxr mvaxn ‘2i) states that the wine of a monotheistic, Noachide-observant person is
prohibited to a Jew (112717n) but is not prohibited from nxiin, whereas a non-Monotheist’s wine is also nxina MoR.
nwn qod brings the ®”71w1 who states that the prohibition against drink is a prohibition preventing intermarriage,
whereas the prohibition against nxin is an effect of idolatry.
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acknowledge Him as the sole Creator and Ruler. Once that is attained, Israel’s mission will
have been accomplished."307

The third category is equalizing laws. Some of these laws are because of D¥w »77 or
NN 9N, meaning that they enhance our harmonious relationship with the broader society in
which we live and prevent any resentment, bitterness or hatred by applying a double standard.
Even though this is not as elevated a reason as the moral imperative for the same obligations
vis-a-vis our fellow Jew3%8; it is nevertheless no less than the standard set by the greatest and
most noble of Western, humanistic societies3?. Moreover, these standards only apply when
we are living in non-Jewish countries3!9.

Principles of utilitarianism, nax/0ww »77, include a number of specific laws3!1.
Firstly, we are required to be concerned with the well-being of the non-Jew and do 7on for
him312, 1t is also appropriate to contribute to the country or society in which we live3!3. In

307 Rav S.R. Hirsch: The Nineteen Letters, Seventh Letter, pg. 55

Tacitus: In order to ensure the continued existence of this people, Moses, their teacher, instituted novel practices
that contradicted the practices of other mortals. Everything that is sacred in our eyes was made to be profane in
theirs, and vice versa: that which is unclean in our eyes is permitted in theirs.

308 i.e., because of their intrinsic worth

309 gee Appendix F i — Utilitarianism

310 Non-Jews living under our own control have to be related to for intrinsic reasons. Proof of this is that it is
RIMIRTN; i.e. N2,

311 70T, Contribution to society, Tinn &7, 71221 017W, Honesty, ToN: see below.
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We should treat non-Jews honorably and greet them properly3!8. Furthermore, Jews
are required to be honest in all their dealings with non-Jews as well as Jews319. It is a nn
prohibition to steal from a non-Jew320, and it is worse than stealing from a Jew as it can cause
a *lown %on. It is forbidden to mislead a non-Jew322, and it is forbidden to take advantage of
any monetary mistake a Noachide-observant non-Jew may make323.

MIMA? 718N 100 20N 137 11772 0 228 071919 17120 72107 030 1A 07 7oK ;001 n"m nn314
The qo1" n"2: The prohibition includes monotheists who have not become 1win "1 (e.g. Moslems), and this is
how he paskens in the 11w (DwW V”NU).
The n”1: Had the 711 intended this he would not have used the word ©”13u from which we might make a
misleading p1"7.

170 nw vw31S
00316

317 Even according to the v”1w, we could freely give gifts to any non-Jew in a Torah-run state in Israel. And in
other countries, we should do the same wherever there is a hint that the failure to do so would lead to any
resentment whatsoever. The remaining small distinction between Israel and the rest of the world may be a
separating law. We are more prone to assimilation in, say, America, than in a Torah-run state. The limitation on
giving to a stranger just for the sake of friendship (without intention to enhance good vibes between Jew and non-
Jew) would ultimately encourage assimilation. In practice, since any non-Jew one knows (through business or
friendship) is not included (oimn ®? applies to a stranger), application of this law is quite rare.
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0713V nivy, e.g., where he gives you too much change, is permissible provided that you did not facilitate his

mistake in any way (U”JT]'I-'HUN 1MDVUN? 22R/1"N0-MXVN DV KR11). You are required to say:
(TU 1"0D 2*N0 - DTI" IR "2 IR ANKRW 7N R?2KR ,DT17 "1°R1) N0 IR 71200 200 X1

muw o*7on 190323
T1OR 7177 77120 1210 ™13 MUY RPTTW AN 2700 3"Y NOR 1MUY 700N 171 11 1127 MR 1NN Uawd 1771 133
AnrR 01"7 13 1"Y '0IN2 1)

Today all 0713v myuv are forbidden:
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APPENDIX A: ANTI-SEMITISM

11th Century until today

a- Expulsions
b- The Crusades
Cc- Blood libels

d- Book burning

e- Spanish Inquisition
f- Pale of Settlement
- Pogroms

h- Cantonment

i- Anti-Zionist

J- Genocide

Recent anti-Semisitm

a- Black anti-Semitism

b- Feminism

c- Christianity moves away from anti-Semitism
d- Arab and anti-Israel

e- The far right

f- Russia

Statements against the Chosen Nation idea
a- Jewish
b- Non-Jewish




See Chapter A ii for an explanation of anti-Semitism.

APPENDIX A: ANTI-SEMITISM

i- 11th century until today

The “teaching of contempt” towards the Jews, portrayed as accursed and condemned on High
for failing to recognize the “true Messiah,” had its origins already in the first centuries of
Christianity. The tragic historic condition of the Jewish people was accordingly portrayed as
proof of the Christian claim.

For Justin Martyr (second century), the destruction of the Temple and consequent exile were
ultimate confirmations of the thesis that the Mosaic Law had been abrogated and replaced by
the Christian faith. In fact, the destruction of Jerusalem, the exile and dispersion of the Jew
were presented by John Chrysostom (fourth century) not just as Divine punishment on the
Jews for their rejection and killing of Jesus, but as “proof” of the fact that Jesus was himself
Divine.

The fact that the Jews endured so much suffering, the logic went, proved that they were an
accursed people. Since they had broken the Divine Covenant by not recognizing Jesus as the
“fulfillment” of that Covenant, a new people — the believers in Jesus — had been covenanted
to replace them. Accordingly, the Church was the new chosen people, (probably Latin for
true — Vertius in Latin = truth) — the true Israel — in the Divine plan of salvation.

If this “teaching of contempt” was not necessarily always the motivation for the persecution
of the Jews in so-called Christian lands, it certainly created the climate for it.

a-  Expulsions

In the Common Era the Jews were expelled 80 times. During Ferdinand and Isabella’s rule of
Spain, 100,000 Jews were expelled; at different times they were expelled from France,
Hungary, Bavaria, Sicily, Naples, etc.

b- The Crusades

1095-1272 The first crusade killed 5,000 Jews. The amount of carnage caused overall by the
other crusades is hard to estimate. In Worms 800 were killed, and in Mainz over a thousand
were murdered. In York 150 Jews killed themselves rather than be killed by the bloodthirsty
mob.

c- Blood libels

From the 12th to the 20th centuries there were 131 Blood Libels, e.g., William of Norwich in
1144. Blood libels are all the more absurd given Judaism’s absolute prohibition against
ingesting blood of any kind.

d- Book burning

In 1242 the Talmud was burned in Paris, something, which was repeated many times in
different countries.

e-  Spanish Inquisition

From 1483 to 1495, 13,000 Jews were condemned by Torquemada. The Inquisition spread to
Portugal and South America.



Appendix A: Anti-Semitism — i. 11" century until today

f- Pale of Settlement

Jews were confined to the Pale of Settlement (compulsory and cramped Jewish ghettoes) by
law in 1795 and 1835.

g- Pogroms

During the period 1817 to 1921, 60,000 Jews were killed in pogroms in Eastern Europe.
There have been pogroms in London, Frankfurt am Maine, Paris and southern Italy.
Chmielnicki (1648-1656) led Ukrainian Cossacks on a pogrom throughout Poland, Ukraine,
Lithuania and Byelorussia. 500,000 Jews were killed.

h-  Cantonment
In 1827 Russian Jewish males were forcibly conscripted to the army.
i-  Anti-Zionist

The Arab-Israeli wars took place in 1948, 1956, 1967, 1973, aand 1981. In 1990, the Gulf
War, though not Arab-Israeli, led to Iraqi scud attacks on Israel. Zionism is racism resolution;
UNESCO opposed archeological digs in 1968 and 1981, and tried to rescind the changed
status of Jerusalem in 1969, 1971, and 1980. Terrorist attacks continue to this day.

Despite the peace process, threats of an Arab boycott caused an international burger chain to
close its doors in Maaleh Adumim, and in Disney’s new Epcot Center, Jerusalem is not
displayed as the capital of the Jews. The official Israeli pavilion does not show the millions of
annual visitors that there is no parallel in history to the bond between the Jewish people and
Jerusalem, and that in the 3,000 years of its existence Jerusalem has never been the capital of
any other nation.

Since 1967, the U.S.A. has had its embassy in Tel Aviv. The consulate in Jerusalem is in East
Jerusalem, employs only Arabs and Americans, and is answerable directly to the State
Department rather than to the embassy, as in other countries.

When Theodore Herzl asked Pope Pius X for his support for the Zionist enterprise, Pius X
answered: “We are unable to favor this movement. We cannot prevent the Jews from going to
Jerusalem but we could never sanction it. As head of the Church, I cannot answer you
otherwise. The Jews have not recognized our Lord. Therefore, we cannot recognize the
Jewish people; and so, if you come to Palestine and settle your people there, we will be ready
with churches and priests to baptize all of you.”

In fact, Cardinal Merry del Val, instructed by the Pope to pursue the correspondence with
Herzl, wrote in 1904 that “as long as the Jews deny Christ’s divinity, we cannot take a stand
favorable to them.”

The subsequent Vatican secretary of state, Cardinal Pietro Gasparri, was bitterly opposed to
the Balfour Declaration, and he wrote in 1919 that “the danger that frightens us the most is
that of the creation of a Jewish State in Palestine.”

Today, the attitude of the Catholic Church towards the State of Israel has changed
dramatically. Formal recognition of the significance of the State of Israel for the Jewish
people was expressed by the Pope in his Apostolic letter Redemptionis Anno in April 1984
and was reflected a year later in an official Vatican document relating to Jews and Judaism.
16 years later, the Church established official diplomatic ties with Israel. The Vatican also
dropped its demands for the internationalization of Jerusalem, asking instead for international
guarantees for the status of the religious communities and the holy sites. The Fundamental
Agreement that established full bilateral relations between Israel and the Vatican, signed by
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the two parties on December 30, 1993, made clear that the normalization took place within
the context of the historic reconciliation of the Catholic Church with the Jewish people.324
(See below for current attitudes of the Catholic Church.)

j-  Genocide
The Germans and the Romans each killed about six million Jews.

A. Mark Clarfield, A4 Prescription for anti-Semitism: The Jerusalem Post Magazine:

1953... nine Soviet doctors who had been accused of "wrecking, espionage, and terrorist
activities against the active leaders of the Soviet Government." The charges had been entirely
invented by Stalin and his followers. Stalin... died just before the spectacle was to begin.

The show trial was meant to initiate a carefully constructed plan in which almost all of the
USSR's two million Jews... were to be transported to the Gulag in cattle cars.

A Soviet Jewish engineer who in the early 1960s reported seeing a "never-used camp with
row after row of barracks: 'Its vastness took my breath away."' Other witnesses corroborated
the existence of such plans. This transfer was meant to be "in response" to a carefully
orchestrated letter prepared for Pravda and signed by many terrified Soviet Jewish leaders
imploring "The Father of all the Peoples" to deport the Jews for their own protection against
the righteous anger of the masses...

According to Stalin's plan, the doctors would be convicted and hanged... "Then 'incidents'
would follow: attacks on Jews orchestrated by the secret police, the publication of the
statement by prominent Jews [quoted above], and a flood of other letters demanding that
action be taken. A three-stage program of genocide would be followed. First, almost all
Soviet Jews would be shipped to camps east of the Urals. Second, the authorities would set
Jewish leaders at all levels against one another. Also, the KGB [Secret Police] would start
killing the elites in the camps, just as they had killed the Yiddish writers the previous year.
The final stage would be to get rid of the rest."

Information taken from:

Discovery booklet - Aish HaTorah
Atlas of Jewish Civilization -  Josephine Bacon
A History of Israel - Howard M. Sachar

Encyclopedia Judaica

%4 Furthermore, as Archbishop Luigi Barbarito, the Apostolic Nuncio to the Court of St. James pointed out at
Westminster on February 28, 1994, the document was also historic in its recognition of the unique character and
universal significance of the Holy Land for the Jewish People.
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ii- Recent anti-Semitism

The number of anti-Semitic acts worldwide in 1999 was similar to that in 1998, an annual.
But there was a rise in the degree of brutality in attacks by Right-wing extremists in the U.S.
and Russia, as well as increased use of the Internet by extremists to goad one another to
action.

There were 32 major attacks — defined as those involving the use of a weapon or an explosive
— compared with 36 in 1998, according to the survey, which was co-edited by Prof. Dina
Porat and Dr. Roni Stauber of Tel Aviv University’s Stephen Roth Institute for the Study of
Contemporary anti-Semitism and Racism, in cooperation with the World Jewish Congress
and the Anti-Defamation League.

There were 114 major violent incidents — unarmed attacks on individuals and severe damage
to private and communal property — compared with 121 in 1998. The number of cases is
almost the same as last year, but the severity of the cases has been on the rise — especially in
the United States and Russia.

In Western Europe, extremists show signs of moving from verbal attacks to “terrorist
actions,” finding encouragement from Internet reports of violent acts by American extremists.

The survey noted a shift in focus from extremist Moslem anti-Jewish terrorism to violence
committed “by extreme Right-wingers holding classical anti-Semitic views. The growing
tendency toward ultra Right-wing terrorism was evident especially in the U.S., where despite
a four percent decline in incidents, the summer of 1999 witnessed some of the worst anti-
Semitic attacks ever recorded. These included arson attacks on synagogues and a gun attack
on a Jewish kindergarten.”

A similar trend was noted in Russia, where ongoing political anti-Semitism ‘“stemming partly
from the weaknesses in the political system and its failure to enforce existing laws, may have
influenced the shift from vandalism to violence, including bombs, arson attacks and an
assassination attempt.”

There was a 14% increase in anti-Semitic acts reported in the U.K., which witnessed a
general increase in racist incidents, as did Scandinavia.

Australia reported a decrease in anti-Semitic incidents, although the figure was still 11%
higher than the average over the previous nine years. Canada’s 11% increase, noted the
report, may reflect an improvement in reporting. South Africa and Latin America were
relatively quiet in terms of anti-Semitic incidents in 1999.

a- Black anti-Semitism

Many Jews were at the forefront of the civil rights movement. Two of them, Michael
Schwerner and Andrew Goodman, were murdered by white supremacists in 1964. Avraham
Joshua Heschel marched arm in arm with Martin Luther King in Selma, Alabama. Yet, the
blacks have, in the main, not thanked the Jews for this involvement.325 Many, in particular

325 And many are anti-Semitic. In 1913, in Atlanta, Georgia, a Jew named Leo Frank was falsely accused of the
murder of a 13-year-old Christian girl. So strong was the anti-Semitism in the American South that the testimony
of a black man -- a unique event in this racist region -- was permitted against a white man. But, of course, the
white man was a Jew. Ironically, the black "witness" was the murderer -- a fact that he had confessed to his own
attorney, but this was kept secret. There had also been a real witness but he did not come forward until many
years later. Frank was convicted and sentenced to death, but the governor of Georgia, John Slaton, convinced
that Frank was innocent, commuted his sentence. Then a horrible thing happened. A Georgia mob kidnapped
innocent Leo Frank from prison and lynched him. The lynching was photographed and made into postcards
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black Moslems, have been outspokenly anti-Semitic. Louis Farrakhan of the Nation of Islam,
called Judaism “a gutter religion.” In 1993, his assistant, Khalid Abdul Muhammed, accused
“hook-nosed, bagel-eating, lox-eating Jews ... from the Synagogue of Satan” of “sucking our
blood in the black community.” Farrakhan demoted Muhammed but affirmed that 75% of
slaves in the South had been owned by Jews. (The real figure is about 0.3%). NAACP, set up
to help Black civil rights and supported by many Jews, said they were satisfied with
Farrakhan’s response. (Does the World Need the Jews, Daniel Gordis, pg. 88-93)

In late 2000, Mr. Farrakhan questioned whether Senator Joseph I. Lieberman, the Democratic
vice-presidential nominee, would, as an observant Jew, be more faithful to the Constitution
“than to the ties that any Jewish person would have” to the State of Israel.

“I can’t regret saying that which is the truth,” Mr. Farrakhan declared on NBC while insisting
once more that Jews control black artists, athletes and other professionals.

“The Jewish people have that kind of control,” he maintained in calling for a more equitable
and reciprocal relationship rather than “that paternalistic relationship of the one who has the
money to fund black organizations, to fund black newspapers, to fund black magazines so
that it quiets our voice.”

Mr. Farrakhan added, “When I talk to the Jews, I am talking to the segment of that quorum
that holds my people in their grip.”

b- Feminism

Many feminist leaders have been Jewish (e.g., Betty Friedan, Gloria Steinem and Letty Cottin
Pogrebin). Yet, in 1975, at an international conference in Mexico, celebrating the launching
of the UN’s Decade for Women, the delegates approved a resolution equating Zionism with
racism. Five years later, in Copenhagen, another conference called for the eradication of the
evils of Zionism, racism, imperialism and neo-colonialism. Many feminists attack the Bible
as a source for the attitudes they are fighting against. Some, who view authoritarianism as a
male, chauvinist idea, attack the legalism of Judaism. Some non-white feminists, who feel
that white feminists cannot understand the struggles their people have endured, have equated
white with Jewish, and resent the attempts by white Jewish women to enter their space (e.g.,
Gloria Anzaldua.) (Gordis, pg. 93-98)

c-  Christianity moves away from anti-Semitism

In the last 35 years, there have been dramatic changes in the way various Christian
denominations have related to the Jewish People. In some cases there has been a clear
rejection of supersessionism, the notion that Christianity has replaced Judaism: “God’s
covenants are not broken,” stated one position, referring to G-d’s original covenant with the
Jews. “The church has not ‘replaced’ the Jewish people.” Here, again, the question arose as to
whether there is a kind of dual covenant. “For Christians, there is no easy answer to this
matter ... In light of Scripture which testifies to God’s repeated offer of forgiveness to Israel,
we do not presume to judge in God’s place.”

which sold briskly. Not until 1986 -- 73 years later! -- was Frank awarded posthumous pardon by the state of
Georgia. The Frank case led to the founding of the Anti-Defamation League by the B'nai B'rith. It became the
leading Jewish group fighting anti-Semitism in America, and it had a lot of work on its hands, especially after
1918, the end of World War |, and in 1929 when the stock market crashed, and things heated up for the Jews in
America.
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The 1993 “Statement on Relations Between Jews and Christians” ... Christian Church/
Disciples of Christ took up the issue of Judaism today, maintaining that “the covenant
established by God’s grace with the Jewish people has not been abrogated but remains valid.”

The contradictions in this position were frankly acknowledged without any attempt to resolve
them: “We must acknowledge that the continued existence of the Jewish people who do not
confess the lordship of Jesus Christ and who see their Jewishness as incompatible with this
confession is, as Paul the apostle declares, a mystery.”

This has led to some far-reaching re-thinking on what the Christian attitude towards
converting Jews ought to be. Some (especially German Protestant groups) have gone so far as
to say that it should be stopped, because the “old covenant” remains in existence and Jews
therefore have a relationship with G-d that does not require the intercession of Jesus. Others
reject that view entirely, but suggest that all evangelizing of Jews or any other peolgle must be

conducted with due respect for the individuals’ beliefs and their right to disagree.3

The exception to this are the Evangelicals who have repeatedly taken the position that Jews,
as much as any gentiles, are proper targets for conversion. Consider the following statement:

“We of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod have too often bypassed the Jews in evangelism
visits and in the opening of new mission stations and ... bypassing the Jewish people in
missions and evangelism is one of the worst forms of lovelessness, discrimination and anti-
Semitism possible ... Resolved, that we repent of any anti-Semitic acts, statements, and
attitudes of the past; That we repent of our past neglect in evangelizing Jews.”

I-  The Catholic Church
(Culled from Encarta; Faith and Fear by Elliot Abrams and other sources)

Most serious anti-Semitism through the ages came from the Western Christian sources.
. . 327
During the holocaust, the Catholic Church was at best neutral. ~ After the Holocaust made

326 Jews have made a colossal error, says the controversial Rabbi Daniel Lapin, in not recognizing the

exceptionally tolerant nature of down-home American Christianity. "Jews tend to fight battles with a rear-view
mirror," he argues. "There are fundamental differences between Europe and the U.S. Here no Jew has ever been
robbed, raped or murdered by an American leaving church. The number of Jews who actually convert to
Christianity is very small. But the number of secular Jews who assimilate is very high. Christianity is not a threat
to Jews. Secular ideology is."

In the end, he asks, what's important to Jews? Kosher food, prayer and circumcision. "The bottom line," he
maintains, "is that all these things are under threat of abolition. Not by religious Christians, but by secular liberals,
many of whom are Jews! You've got animal-rights activists in Sweden banning ritual slaughter. The Anti-
Defamation League and their type continuing to fight prayer in schools. And Jewish children’s rights activists
trying to ban the bris milah."

In an article in May 1998 entitled "Misrepresenting the Holocaust," Lapin accused the Holocaust Memorial
Museum in Washington D.C. of "promoting hatred of Christians." Lapin was enraged that a museum film
mentioned that Hitler had been baptized a Catholic, and quoted the Fuhrer saying that by killing Jews he was
"finishing the Lord’s work."

321 The following is based on an article by Emily Eakin in the NY Times, Sep. 1, 2001:

In the year 2000 the Vatican announced that it would beatify Pope Pius IX. However, to an audience of Catholic
women in 1871, Pius IX referred to Jews as "dogs" who went around "barking in all the streets" and "molesting
people everywhere."

The Catholic Church had for centuries sanctioned prejudice and oppression ranging from forced baptisms and
conversions in the 19th century to expressions of virulent racial hatred in the 20th. Brown University historian,
David | Kertzer remarked: "If the Vatican never approved the extermination of the Jews — indeed, the Vatican
opposed it (albeit quietly), the teachings and actions of the church, including those of the popes themselves,
helped make it possible."

If a Jewish child was known to have been secretly baptized, Mr. Kertzer says, he or she would be taken into
police custody, given a new name and raised a Catholic.
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anti-Semitism unacceptable amongst civilized peoples, the Church began to change its
position. The Church’s new attitude acknowledges the Jewish origins of Christianity. It no
longer views Judaism as a fossil but as a living faith. The crucifixion itself is seen as part of a
Divine scenario and not as a cross upon which to hang the Jews for eternity. In the wake of
the Vatican Council, Catholic missionizing among the Jews came to a halt, as did that of most
of the main Protestant denominations.

The present pope has termed the Jewish people, theologically scorned only a generation ago,
the “elder brother” of Christianity. He has gone so far as to say that G-d’s covenant with the
Jews remains valid and he has repeatedly declared anti-Semitism to be a sin against G-d and
man.

From 1962 Vatican II was convened by Pope John XXIII (it continued after his death in 1963
until 1965). This was a huge overhauling of Catholic doctrine involving many thousands of
church leaders. It provided the official Church response to many contemporary issues
including economics, war, abortion, etc. Vatican II produced a document that said, “the Jews
remain very dear to G-d.” Jews should not be held collectively responsible for the death of
Jesus. The council deplored “all hatreds, persecutions, and displays of anti-Semitism leveled
at any time or from any source against the Jews.” Shortly before his death the Pope composed

a prayer of atonement for the Church’s accusation of deicide against the Jews: “Forgive us
. . . 328
the curse which we unjustly laid on the name of the Jews. ...”

In 1974, the Vatican produced the Guidelines and Suggestions for Implementing the
Conciliar Declaration Nostra Aetate (the 1965 declaration). Here the church added

These practices, Mr. Kertzer argues, were the inspiration for the racial laws enacted by the Nazis and the Italian
Fascists in the 1930's. After the fall of the Papal States in 1870, he writes, the church's hostility toward Jews
began to take another, in some ways more disturbing form: no longer simply loathed as unbelievers, Jews, now
freed from papal rule, became hated symbols of secular modernity.

As proof, he cites Catholic publications with close ties to the Vatican, including "L'Osservatore Romano," the
Vatican's daily newspaper, and "Civilta Cattolica," the Jesuit biweekly considered to be the unofficial voice of the
Pope. Among the charges leveled against them, Jews were accused of being world dominators, tyrants, thieves,
liars, communist conspirators and money grubbers. They were also said to engage in ritual murder or blood libel,
which involved draining the blood of Christians for use in Passover bread.

By the turn of the century, some Catholic reporters were using the term "anti-Semitism" with approbation. "In its
original form, anti-Semitism is nothing but the absolutely necessary and natural reaction to the Jews' arrogance,"
the Vienna correspondent for "Civilta Cattolica," wrote in 1922, adding, "Catholic anti-Semitism — while never
going beyond the limits of moral law — adopts all necessary means to emancipate the Christian people from the
abuse they suffer from their sworn enemy."

Such tactics, Mr. Kertzer insists, were condoned by church officials at the highest level. Drawing on
correspondence from the period in the Vatican archives, he describes how the Holy See gave behind-the-scenes
support to the overtly anti-Semitic Austrian Christian Social party, bestowed a papal blessing on the author of an
anti-Semitic book and, in 1900, turned down a request from the Archbishop of Westminster and several
prominent English Catholics to issue a public refutation of the Jewish ritual-murder myth.

Indeed, where others have portrayed his predecessor, Pope Pius Xl, as a courageous defender of Jews — one
who tearfully told an audience of Belgian pilgrims in 1938: "Anti-Semitism is inadmissible. We are all spiritually
Semites" — Mr. Kertzer depicts him as a pontiff whose moral outrage was tempered by his allegiance to traditional
church culture, where vilification of Jews was routine.

In Mr. Kertzer's view, the famous hidden encyclical against anti-Semitism commissioned by Pius Xl shortly before
his death in 1939 included anti-Jewish stereotypes and was "less than a ringing condemnation." (The encyclical
was never published: Pius Xl died without releasing it, and his successor, Pope Pius Xll, who maintained
diplomatic ties with Hitler, did not pursue it.)

328
As papal envoy in Turkey during World War 1l, Pope John XXIIl helped save thousands of Jews from the

clutches of the Nazis and their collaborators. He was also substantially affected by his personal encounters,
especially with the Jewish historian Jules Isaac. The French-Jewish scholar published in 1948 a book entitled
Jesus et. Israel, which brought out as no study had done before how closely the contempt for the Jewish people
and the vilification of the Jewish religion were linked to Christian preaching, which drew on the Gospels.
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references to the “rich” developments in Judaism in the post-biblical period, and suggested
that Catholics should “strive to learn by what essential traits the Jews define themselves in
the light of their own religious experience.” Thus hostility to the Jews was demoted from
“gospel truth” and put in its historical context. (Abrams)

In 1985, the Vatican Commission for Religious Relations with the Jews produced Notes on
the Correct Way to Present Jews and Judaism in Preaching and Catechesis in the Roman
Catholic Church. Here the church, too, undermined the anti-Semitic language in some of the
Gospels. The Notes stated that the Gospels were “the outcome of long and complicated
editorial work ... hence it cannot be ruled out that some of the references hostile or less than
favorable to the Jews have their historical context in conflicts between the nascent Church
and the Jewish community.” Certain controversies reflect Christian-Jewish relations long
after the time of Christ.

In 1986 the Vatican released a document outlining the pope’s expectations and instructions
for the years leading up to and culminating in the millennial year. In this document (In Tertio
Millenio Adveniente), John Paul II indicated his hope that both the millennium and his visit
to Israel would serve as opportunity for reconciliation between Christians and Jews,
Christians and Muslims and among all three. To this end, he had initiated a series of
conferences and issued statements expressing Catholic remorse for violence done in the name
of the Church, especially towards the Jewish people. His visit to Israel was expected to be a
visible expression of the historic transformation of Catholic attitudes towards Jews, Judaism
and Israel.

In 1993 the Vatican declared that anti-Semitism is "a sin against God and humanity". This
has thus far been formally endorsed by only the French and German bishops' conferences.
Only if national bishops' conferences around the world endorse the papal denunciation of
anti-Semitism is the message likely to trickle down to the masses. In the meanwhile,
persistent cases of anti-Semitism amongst high ranking Catholics continue.

For example, Cardinal Oscar Andres Rodriguez Meridiaga, one of a small number of likely
candidates to succeed Pope John Paul II and the archbishop of Tegucigalpa, Honduras, has
blamed the ‘Jewish media’ for the scandal surrounding the sexual misconduct of priests
toward young parishioners. Rodriguez then goes on to compare the Jewish-controlled media
with "Hitler," because they are "protagonists of what I do not hesitate to define as a
persecution against the Church." When asked whether he wanted to reconsider his attack,
Rodriguez replied: "I don't repent; sometimes it is necessary to shake things up."

Cardinal Joseph Glemp, the primate of Poland, has blamed the Jews for Polish communism,
alcoholism and collaboration with Hitler. He also accused Jews of trying to kill nuns. Other
high-ranking priests, especially in Central America and Poland, have leveled similar anti-
Semitic accusations against the Jews and Israel.

These blood libels demonstrate that the Vatican still has a problem with anti-Semitism at the
top levels of its hierarchy, even after Vatican II declared anti-Semitism to be "a sin." There
has been no known censure by the Vatican of these leaders in its hierarchy.

In 1994, the German and Polish bishops issued a statement saying that “the Church as a
whole offered no effective resistance to Nazi persecution and extermination.”

In 1998, Pope John Paul II made an apology of sorts for the failure of Catholics to have done
more during the holocaust. “Anti-Semitism,” he exhorted, “must never again be allowed to
take root in any human heart.” The Pope vigorously defended the role of Pope Pius XII
during the Holocaust, crediting him with saving “hundreds of thousands of Jewish lives.”
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Then, in his Good Friday address of that same year, he made an unprecedented statement that
the Jewish people “has been crucified by us for too long. ... Not they, but we” are responsible
for his death, “because we are all murderers of love.” Another priest, Father Cantalamessa,
addressing the same event stated that, “anti-Semitism is born not of fidelity to the Scriptures
but of infidelity to them.” The timing of the statement for Easter, a traditional time for anti-

.. . 329
Semitic outbursts, added weight to the statement.

On December 8, 1999, the Archbishop of New York, Cardinal John O’Connor expressed his
“abject sorrow” for harm committed by the Catholic Church against the Jews, in a letter

reprinted as a full-page ad in Sunday’s New York Times.

“I ask this Yom Kippur that you understand my own abject sorrow for any member of the
Catholic Church, high or low, who may have harmed you or your forebears in any way,”
John Cardinal O’Connor wrote in the letter, which was dated September 8.

The letter does not mention the Holocaust or anti-Semitism. However, O’Connor’s
spokesman, Joseph Zwilling, said the letter referred to Nazi atrocities and other anti-Semitic

acts of the last 2,000 years, according to news accounts.” Ash Wednesday ‘“has been
specifically set aside as a day for Catholics to reflect upon the pain inflicted on the Jewish
people by many of our members over the last millennium,” O’Connor’s letter said. “We most
sincerely want to start a new era.”

O’Connor’s letter comes amid an uproar over the Vatican’s actions during World War II. A
new book, “Hitler’s Pope” by John Cornwell, discusses the complicity with the Nazis of Pope
Pius XII, who is a candidate for sainthood. In response to the book and Jewish pressures in
general, the Vatican set up a joint Jewish-Catholic scholarly team to study the activities of the
Church during the holocaust (October 1999). It was charged with reviewing 11 volumes of

329 Other milestones in the Catholic turnaround were as follows: In 1986, the pope made his historic visit to the

Great Synagogue in Rome and emphasized Christianity's unique link and debt to Judaism. In 1990, he reiterated
an earlier declaration made in Prague by Cardinal Cassidy and the Commission for Religious Relations with the
Jews by saying that the fact that anti-Semitism had found a place in Christian thought and teaching demanded an
act of teshuvah (repentance) on its part.

330 The full text reads as follows: “My dearest friends: The Jewish High Holy Days come once again, reminding

our world of who created it, who blesses it with life and who judges it in his merciful justice. G-d who gives all
humanity the dignity of being made in his image, has chosen Israel as his particular people that they may be an
example of faithfulness for all the nations of the earth. With sincere love and true admiration for your fidelity to the
Covenant, | am happy once again to send my greetings for a blessed New Year. This Sabbath evening, as the
celebration of Rosh Hashanah commences, a new decade will began. During the year of 5760 we Christians will
start a new era of the year 2000, the turn of another millennium in our history. Our Holy Father, Pope John Paul
Il, has asked all Christians to enter this new millennium in the spirit of the Jubilee. Part of the process of Jubilee
is a call for teshuvah, or repentance. Ash Wednesday, March 8th, has been specially set aside as a day for
Catholics to reflect upon the pain inflicted on the Jewish people by many of our members over the last
millennium. We most sincerely want to start a new era. | pray that as you begin a new decade, and as we begin
another millennium in our Jewish-Christian relationship, we will refresh our encounter with a new respect and
even love for one another as children of G-d. Working in our own ways, but also working together, let us both
remain committed to the fulfilment of G-d’s reign. | ask this Yom Kippur that you understand my own abject
sorrow for any member of the Catholic Church, high and low, including myself, who may have harmed you or
your forebears in any way. Be assured of my prayers and friendship. L’shana tovah tikotevu! Faithfully, John
Cardinal O’Connor, Archbishop of New York.

Noting the beginning of the Jewish New Year, O'Connor wrote, "During the year 5760, we Christians will start
a new era of the year 2000, the turn of another millennium in our history." Pope John Paul Il has called for the
millennium to be entered "in the spirit of Jubilee," which includes a call for "teshuvah, or repentance," he wrote.
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Vatican archival material published between 1965 and 1981. However, the Vatican
maintained its policy of keeping all its unaccessed archives sealed for 75 years.

The letter closed by saying: “Be assured of my prayers and friendship. L'Shanah Tovah
Tikotevu!” The ad in the Times, which cost $99,000, was sponsored by Burberry Chairman
Victor Barnett, Nobel Peace Prizewinner Elie Wiesel and World Bank President James
Wolfensohn.

On, March 12 2000, saying “we humbly ask forgiveness,” John Paul II delivered the most
sweeping papal apology ever, repenting for the errors of his church over the last 2,000 years.

“We cannot not recognize the betrayal of the Gospel committed by some of our brothers,
especially in the second millennium,” the pope, dressed in purple robes for Lent, said in his
homily. “Recognizing the deviations of the past serves to reawaken our consciences to the
compromises of the present.”

The public act of repentance, solemnly woven into the liturgy of Sunday Mass inside St.
Peter's Basilica, was an unprecedented moment in the history of the Roman Catholic Church,
one that the ailing 79-year-old pope pushed forward over the doubts of even many of his own
cardinals and bishops. He has said repeatedly that the new evangelization he is calling for in
the third millennium can take place only after what he has described as a church-wide
“purification of memory.”

To underline the apology’s religious significance, seven cardinals and bishops stood before
the pope and cited some of the key Catholic lapses, past and present, including religious
intolerance and injustice toward Jews, women, indigenous peoples, immigrants, the poor and
the unborn. The statement was particularly important because it did not come within a
diplomatic or theological agreement, but in the liturgy of the Mass during Lent and the Holy
Year.

In the prayer dedicated to “confession of sins against the people of Israel,” John Paul did not
mention the church’s behavior during the Holocaust,  just as he did not elaborate on other

332 On his visit to Israel in March, 2000, the Pope, upon visiting Yad Vashem had this to say:

“ ... I have come to Yad Vashem to pay homage to the millions of Jewish people who, stripped of everything,
especially of human dignity, were murdered in the Holocaust. ...

We wish to remember. But we wish to remember for a purpose, namely to ensure that never again will evil
prevail, as it did for the millions of innocent victims of Nazism.

How could man have such utter contempt for man? Because he had reached the point of contempt for God. Only
a godless ideology could plan and carry out the extermination of a whole people.

The honor given to the 'just Gentiles' by the state of Israel at Yad Vashem for having acted heroically to save
Jews, sometimes to the point of giving their own lives, is a recognition that not even in the darkest hour is every
light extinguished. That is why the Psalms and the entire Bible, though well aware of the human capacity for evil,
also proclaims that evil will not have the last word.

Out of the depths of pain and sorrow, the believer's heart cries out: "l trust in you, O Lord: 'l say, you are my
God." (Psalms 31:14)

Jews and Christians share an immense spiritual patrimony, flowing from God's self-revelation. Our religious
teachings and our spiritual experience demand that we overcome evil with good. ...

As bishop of Rome and successor of the Apostle Peter, | assure the Jewish people that the Catholic Church,
motivated by the Gospel law of truth and love, and by no political considerations, is deeply saddened by the
hatred, acts of persecution and displays of anti-Semitism directed against the Jews by Christians at any time and
in any place.

The church rejects racism in any form as a denial of the image of the Creator inherent in every human being.

In this place of solemn remembrance, | fervently pray that our sorrow for the tragedy, which the Jewish people
suffered in the 20th century, will lead to a new relationship between Christians and Jews. Let us build a new
future in which there will be no more anti-Jewish feeling among Christians or anti-Christian feeling among Jews,
but rather the mutual respect required of those who adore the one Creator and Lord, and look to Abraham as our
common father in faith. ...”
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sins of the church. He said, “We are deeply saddened by the behavior of those who in the
course of history have caused these children of yours to suffer, and asking your forgiveness,
we commit ourselves to genuine brotherhood with the people of the Covenant.”

There have, however, been a number of recent examples of Vatican insensitivity to its stated
position. Amongst these has been the establishment of the Carmelite Convent at Auschwitz,
the canonization of Edith Stein, a nun who converted from Judaism to Catholicism and
perished in the Holocaust, and the Pope’s reception and honoring of Kurt Waldheim. The
Church continued to condemn Israel’s occupation of Jerusalem (though it dropped its call for
the internationalization of the city). It often issued statements singling Israel out, ignoring any
Palestinian role in the failure to resolve the conflict and much more so, ignoring other current

conflicts which often involved acts of huge slaughter and genocide.333 Notably, it never took
note of Israel’s outstanding record at safeguarding the religious freedom of the Christians, in
contrast to many Moslem countries. Finally, in 1999, it established diplomatic relations with

Israel,334 though it maintained a clear stance of favoring the Palestinians over the Israelis for
the future occupation of Christian sites in Jerusalem, Bethlehem and elsewhere. In part, this
reflects the fact that most Christians in Israel are Arab, and Arab Christians have also recently
been making it to the top of the Christian clerical hierarchy in Israel. This approach of the
Catholic Church to the “Palestinian Problem” is all the more sensitive given its total silence

But some Jews were dissatisfied that the pope stopped short of apologizing for the Vatican's failure during World
War Il to condemn Nazi Germany while Hitler's government was rounding up millions of Jews across Europe and
dispatching them to death camps for extermination.

333 On February 17, 2000, Pope John Paul || made an agreement with the Palestine Liberation Organization.

The agreement criticized a lack of freedom in the Old City. Not only is the content of the document disturbing but
also its timing, just before the papal visit. The agreement gave no indication that Israel and the Palestinians had
been engaged in intensive bilateral negotiations since 1993, it made no mention of Israel, of security, or of the
need for normalized relations between Israelis and Palestinians. He pointed out that in calling for "international
guarantees" on Jerusalem, the document ignored the final-status negotiations between lIsrael and the
Palestinians. On February 26, 2000, Papal Nuncio Msgr. Pietro Sambi justified Vatican demands for international
guarantees for the holy places in Jerusalem by suggesting that Israel was denying religious freedom to
Palestinians by not allowing them free access at all times to Jerusalem. "You know that not all Moslems from
Gaza can go to the [Aksa] Mosque and not all Christians from Bethlehem can go to the Church of the Holy
Sepulcher whenever they want to," Sambi said. However, he added that the Vatican believed that religious
people did not have to intervene in politics. The call for international guarantees, he added, related only to holy
places.

334 "The Church officials said 'what do diplomatic relations have to do with relations between the Jewish people

and the Catholic Church?™ says Rosen. "That of course showed a degree of ignorance about how central Israel
is to contemporary Jewish identity."

Despite the Church's elimination of the teaching of contempt toward the Jews, the absence of diplomatic relations
with Israel was viewed by many as a reflection of such contempt, or at least of continuing theological
reservations.

The traditional Catholic view had been that Jews were condemned to wander, stateless and despised, as witness
to the triumph of Christianity. The establishment in 1948 of a revived Jewish state was a jarring blow to that view.
The Six Day War, which placed the holiest sites in Christendom in Jewish hands, was even more unsettling. The
Church eventually came to terms with these developments in theological but not political terms. Fear for the fate
of the Christian faithful in Moslem countries kept the Holy See from according Israel diplomatic recognition.

It was not until after the Madrid Conference in 1991 launched the Middle East peace process that talks got under
way between Israel and the Vatican regarding establishment of diplomatic relations. This was achieved in 1993,
three months after the Oslo agreements.
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on the destruction of all shuls and yeshivas and the desecration of the Mt. of Olives grave site
at the hands of the Jordanians during their occupation of East Jerusalem (1948-1967).335

In March 2000, the Pope visited Israel. On arriving in Bethlehem, he stated: “No one can
ignore how much the Palestinian people have had to suffer in recent decades.” In the pope’s
message only the Palestinians suffered. Terrorism did not exist in the papal rhetoric.

In his call for a Palestinian homeland John Paul used the words “international law and the
relevant United Nations resolutions.” This was a clear reference to the many anti-Israecl UN
resolutions passed by a General Assembly in which political factors weighed against Israel.
Some understood the call by the Pope to link the birth of Jesus with the events of today as an
attempt to link the suffering of Jesus with that of the Palestinians. “This is a place that has
known ‘the yoke’ and ‘the rod’ of oppression. How often has the cry of innocents been heard
in these streets?” the pope asked.

In his address at the Dehaishe refugee camp, the pope spoke of the suffering of the refugees,
but made no reference to the fact that it was the Palestinian Authority which is now
responsible for the refugees. There was no call to the Palestinian Authority to improve their
conditions, but rather a reference to “the sad memory of what you were forced to leave.”

Nor has the Church purged its multiple anti-Semitic motifs in the artwork of its churches and
cathedrals, painted over the centuries. For example, in the entrance to the famous Notre
Dame in Paris there are two statues of females. One depicts Judaism as “Synagoga,”

blindfolded, defeated queen, broken staff in hand. The new queen is “Ecclesia” the rlchly

garbed Church, trlumphant

In October, 2000, Pope John Paul II declared the beatification of a controversial 19th-century
pontiff, Pius IX (1846 to 1878) who presided over the 1858 Church seizure of a young Jewish
boy so that he could be raised as a Catholic against his parent’s wishes. In Catholic ritual,
beatification is the last formal step before possible sainthood. In addition to the criticism from
Jewish organizations, 19 eminent Catholic theologians from 10 nations wrote recently in the
Catholic magazine Concilium that Pius IX was “known for his antisemitic actions,” and
asked, “How can [John Paul] beatify one of the people for whose actions he asked
forgiveness?”

The Church claimed that the family’s illiterate Roman Catholic maid had baptised the six-
year-old boy, Edgardo Mortara, four years earlier when he was gravely ill. That made his
upbringing as a Jew illegal under canon law barring the non-Catholic upbringing of any
baptized child, and was cited at the time as justifying his seizure by papal police.

Edgardo was isolated at a Catholic boarding school in Rome and adopted by Pius IX, whose
refusal to return him to his family defied a Europe-wide outcry that undermined the church’s
authority. The boy grew up to be a priest, preached about the “miracle” of his conversion and
was never reconciled with his grieving parents.

335 The same applies to all other Christian groups. The exception to this was Brother Leo Rudolf, the Prior of

Dormition Abbey on Mount Zion. However, when he complained about the destruction of the Jewish Quarter, he
was told by the Christian Establishment to keep his mouth shut or they would remove him from Jerusalem.
(Jewish Action Winter ‘93-'94, pg. 20)

% Ibid., pg. 22
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“Pius was not insensitive to claims of parental love, but he was persuaded that even the most
profound loves of this world must not stand in the way of the transcendent, eternal love of
God for the individual human soul.”

“He was persuaded that saving this boy’s soul was worth braving the criticism of all Europe,”
wrote papal apologists Gaspari and Carosa, arguing that Pius IX’s energetic propagation of
Catholicism in the face of revolutionary anticlericalism made him a towering, martyr-like
figure worthy of devotion.

While some church officials have said such an incident could not happen now, a senior
Vatican official who advocated Pius IX’s cause said in a nationally televised debate that he
would still “find it beautiful” for a child to be baptized without his parents’ knowledge, as
Edgardo was.

The “good of the eternal life” supersedes any “natural good,” including the rights of a parent
over a child, said the Rev. Daniel Ols, an official of the Congregation for the Promotion of
Saints.

In addition, he reconsigned Jews to the ghetto, stripped them of property rights and barred
them from secondary and higher education. “These measures were acts of self-defense,”
Catholic commentators Antonio Gaspari and Alberto Carosa wrote in Pius IX’s favor for the
Roman monthly, Inside the Vatican. “They prove only that he was a prudent temporal ruler.”

Although the Vatican won’t say so, Pius IX is being beatified as a late substitute for a
controversial conservative successor, Pius XII, who was pope during World War II. Carefully
balancing liberal and conservative sentiment, the Vatican had planned for years to beatify the
later Pius in the same ceremony with John XXIII.

But a growing storm of Jewish complaint that Pius XII failed to speak out forcefully about
the Holocaust forced the Vatican last year to shelve his candidacy.

Nevertheless, the overall trend towards a more positive approach to Jews and Judaism has

been dramatic.” The Vatican has now called on all Catholics to “respect the continuing
validity of G-d’s covenant with the Jewish people and their responsive faithfulness, despite
centuries of suffering, to the divine call that is theirs.” Moreover, these statements are not
mere words — a real effort is being made to filter these ideas down in practice. In America,
the church has produced several books (in conjunction with the Anti-Defamation League of
the B’nai B’rith) aimed at teachers and students in catholic schools, expressing these ideas. A
comparison of the 1970 and 1986 versions of the New American Bible, the version most
likely to be found in schools, homes and rectories showed the following changes in headings:
“Israel’s present rejection” was changed to “Jews and gentiles in G-d’s plan”; “grief for the
Jews” is replaced by “Paul’s love for Israel”; “Israel’s unbelief” is now “the remnant of
Israel.” On January 17, 2002 the Vatican basically stated that the Jews’ wait for messiah is
validated by the Old Testament. The document states that “the Jewish wait for the messiah is
not in vain.” The document says Jews and Christians in fact share the wait for the messiah,
though, “Jews are waiting for the first coming, and Christians for the second.” The new
document also says Catholics must regard the Old Testament as “retaining all of its value, not
just as literature, but its moral value.” One commentator noted that “it means it would be
wrong for a Catholic to wait for the messiah, but not for a Jew.”

337 Witness the German and French Bishops Conferences in 1995 and 1997 respectively asking forgiveness of
the Jewish people these documents declared that "Christians were guilty of both an indirect and a direct role in
the process which led to the Shoah" for which "the Church bears guilt and co-responsibility."
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On Oct. 19, 2002 nearly 20,000 churches across the United States joined in a "Day of Prayer
and Solidarity" with Israel and the Jewish people. Some five million Christians were
estimated to have taken part in these special services. In promotional material that was
distributed to churches throughout America prior to the event, the group said, "This crisis is
one of the worst Israel has ever faced, and its future as a nation hangs in the balance As
Christians we have an obligation and a calling to pray for Jerusalem and stand with the
Jewish people in defending their historic homeland." The events of September 11 no doubt
contributed to a greater recognition that Jews and Christians stand united in a common battle
against international terrorism. Given the history of Christian anti-Semitism, many Jews
remain wary of Christian support for Isracl. Compounding the problem is the expressed
desire of some pro-Israel Christian groups to proselytize among Jews in an effort to convert
them. However, many American Christians appeared to have positive motives in supporting
Israel. More and more, they are making their voices heard in the halls of power, thanks to the
efforts of groups such as Stand for Israel and Esther Levens' National Unity Coalition for
Israel.

In May, 2004, Pope John Paul II sent a message reiterating the Catholic Church's
condemnation of anti-Semitism in during a ceremony in Rome's central synagogue, where the
pontiff made history in 1986 with a milestone visit to improve Catholic-Jewish relations.

The pontiff sent two top-ranking cardinals to the ceremony marking the 100th anniversary of
the temple's construction, who delivered John Paul's words that “the dutiful deploration and
condemnation of hostilities against the Jewish people, which often characterized history, isn't
enough. We need to also develop friendship, esteem and brotherly relations" with Jews.

John Paul said Christians and Jews were "united in remembering all the victims of the
Holocaust, especially all those, in October 1943, who were torn from their families and their
dear Roman Jewish community" and sent to Nazi concentration camps. Nearly 2,100 Jews
were rounded up in the neighborhood when the city was occupied by Germany in World War
I1.

In his message, the pope also deplored "too much innocent blood spilled by Israelis and
Palestinians" in the Holy Land. He expressed hope that "enmity not sweep up any more into
hate" Jews, Christians and Muslims, sharing roots in the biblical patriarch Abraham.

JTA: A Vatican Legacy, March 6, 2005: "The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob — like the
God of Jesus Christ — is the living God who maintains close and salvific relations with his
people," a possible successor to Pope John Paul II told a conference of Catholics and Jews in
New York ...

The remarks Cardinal Angelo Scola of Venice made to nearly 100 Jewish and Catholic
leaders convened by the World Jewish Congress used new and explicit language as he
expressed the sentiments of the pope, who has said that Jews and Catholics are brothers who
share a covenant with God.

Scola's comments, which adopted the language of Jewish prayer and Christian theology, also
reveal the extent to which the Roman Catholic Church has transformed its outlook toward
Jews in the last 40 years. ... The conference, which hosted several possible successors to the
pope, also came as worldwide news outlets monitor the ailing pope's faltering health.
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For Jewish observers, the question is whether the next pope will continue the advances made
by John Paul II, who oversaw the establishment of full diplomatic relations with the Jewish
state.

Concerning the response Orthodoxy does and should have to these changes, Jonathan
Rosenblum wrote the following (in the context of a larger article):

One of the guiding principles of the Torah community from time immemorial has been to
avoid any action that might provoke the nations of the world and thereby increase enmity
towards Jews. The rabbinic leaders of the Torah community view the protection of Jewish
lives as one of their paramount responsibilities. They would never deliberately court
confrontation with the spiritual leader of one billion Catholics.

Thus, haredi groups have stood on the sidelines in recent years as relations between the
Church and secular Jewish defense organizations grew increasingly testy.

In 1998, the Anti-Defamation League dismissed the Vatican’s long-awaited “Reflection on
the Holocaust” as a hollow “apology full of rationalization for Pope Pius XII and the
Church.”

Not long ago, the president of the Vatican’s Commission on Religious Relations publicly
rebuked Jewish agencies for their “aggressive attitudes” and announced it was severing its
30-year relationship with the International Jewish Committee for Interreligious Consultation.

It is true that the Church’s new tolerance does not represent a fundamental shift in theology,
and is rather a function of a pragmatic realization of what is and what is not acceptable in the
current age. Thus, in September 2000, the Vatican issued a statement declaring the Roman
Catholic Church to be the only “instrument for the salvation of all humanity.”

In a bluntly worded 36-page document approved by the pontiff, the Vatican’s Congregation
for the Doctrine of the Faith asserted that non-Christian religions are “gravely deficient” as a
means of salvation and that most non-Catholic Christian denominations, because they do not
accept the papacy, “suffer from defects” that disqualify them as “churches in the proper
sense.”

The rabbinic leaders of the haredi community fear that insistent demands by the Jewish
community for an even more detailed list of the sins of the Church and ever more abject
requests for forgiveness will inevitably trigger a backlash among Catholics (something
already happening in certain Church circles.)

While acknowledging the legitimacy of historical inquiries by Christian and Jewish scholars
alike into theological anti-Semitism and its often violent consequences, the Orthodox view
them as largely beside the point. Nothing will bring back to life the hundreds of thousands
slaughtered or forcibly converted in the name of the Cross.

Neither the pope nor anyone else — no matter how well-intentioned — has the power to seek
forgiveness on behalf of others. Nor is it within the power of those living today to grant
forgiveness for all those victims. By the same token, Orthodox Jews do not hold Catholics
today responsible for the atrocities of the past.

In many respects, religious Jews are uniquely able to forge close relations with people of
other faiths. Over the past 35 years, for instance, Agudath Israel of America, the largest
American grass-roots Orthodox organization, has enjoyed the warmest of relations with
Catholic groups on the basis of mutual respect for other people of faith and shared interests.
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The two groups have worked closely together on such issues as school vouchers. Cardinal
John O’Connor’s open letter last September, in which he praised the Jewish people “as a
model of faith for all mankind”, was a reflection of the warmth of those relations.

Unlike many of their secular brethren, Orthodox Jews do not, for instance, get the heebie-
jeebies around deeply religious Christians. Because they define their Judaism positively, and
not in terms of what others say about them, they are far less likely to concern themselves with
the theological pronouncements of others.

If the president tells a Sunday school class that Jews do not have a share in Heaven (as Jimmy
Carter once did), or presidential candidates boast of having been “saved,” Orthodox Jews do
not become hysterical.

Because the haredim continue to live in ways that distinguish them from their non-Jewish
neighbors, they never harbored the illusion that Judaism and Christianity could somehow be
reconciled. Interfaith theological dialogue is, in their eyes, pointless. They are content to let
others live with their beliefs so long as those beliefs do not lead to hostility and
discrimination against Jews.

Viewed in those terms, Orthodox Jews have every reason to treat Pope John Paul II with
respect. Under his stewardship, there has been a sea change in the attitude of the Church to
the Jewish people. Time after time, he has sent an unmistakable message that anti-Semitism
is no longer Church doctrine, and that the Church condemns all expressions of anti-Semitism
in word and deed. He will no doubt forcefully reiterate that message while in Israel.

So while haredi Jews will not line the pope’s route to catch a glimpse of him, the Orthodox
world is not unmindful of all that he has done to lessen the scourge of anti-Semitism — and
honors him for it.

2-  Protestant denominations

The mainline Protestant denominations have also taken strong stands denouncing the history
of Christian anti-Semitism in the strongest terms and, in many cases, confirming the fact that
the Jews are still a covenantal (or covenanted) people since G-d does not break His promises.

The following churches, amongst others, are included:
a- The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Germany (1954)
b- The United Methodist Church (1972)

c- The American Lutheran Church (1971 and 1974) (later to fuse with the American
Evangelical Lutheran Church of America

d- The United Church of Christ (1987 and 1990)
e- The Presbyterian Church
f- The Christian Church/Disciples of Christ

The attitude of the Lutheran churches are the most remarkable, given the virulent anti-
Semitism of their founder, Martin Luther. These churches have publicly and unequivocally
distanced themselves from the stand of their founder. The official policy statements of most
of these churches have yet to be fully integrated into all their educational texts. The most
significant problem is the complete silence with respect to modern Judaism. The old idea that
Christianity replaced Judaism as a living faith seems still to hold true. In addition, the
position of these churches toward Israel as the Jewish state is generally not positive. The
United Church of Christ’s 1990 statement went so far as to refer to the State of Israel as
Palestine. Terrorist activities were referred to as Uprising. The Presbyterians early on called
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for Palestinian statehood, “standing in solidarity” with their “cry for justice as dispossessed,”
and so on.

Nevertheless, the overall trend of being more positive towards the Jews is quite definite.

The question of how these churches can now claim that G-d has still chosen the Jews and
simultaneously claim that He has also chosen the Christians is not fully answered. Some
flatly call it a mystery that cannot be answered, while others talk of a dual covenant. If,
according to these Christian groups, the Jews can achieve redemption through their own
religion, then it should not be necessary to proselytize them to Christianity. Such a position
has indeed been taken by the Protestant Evangelical Synod (1980 — then still West Germany).

3-  Evangelicals

Evangelism has great force in America. Former President Carter, President Clinton, and Al
Gore, are all amongst the estimated 68 million born again Christians. TV evangelics Jerry
Falwell, Pat Robertson, Jimmy Swaggert and Jim Baker have millions of followers. In fact,
over 40% of Americans have, at some time, tuned in to the TV ministries.

The evangelists feel called by G-d to what they call the Great Commission to preach the
gospel to the whole world, including the Jews. Bailey Smith, leader of the Southern Baptist
Convention, has declared that “G-d Almighty does not hear the prayers of Jews.” Presidential
candidate G.W. Bush was asked by the media a few months ago about Jews getting to
heaven. He said, no, only Christians believing in Jesus can get to heaven. “Then he talked to
his mother, and his mother put Billy Graham on the phone, and Graham gave him the answer
which he now uses, which is that only God can judge.”

Evangelicals such as the Southern Christian Baptists, the Moral Majority and the National
Association of Evangelicals differ from the Catholics and the Protestants on two counts. On
the positive side they are Christian Zionists — very pro-Israel338 (though this is rooted in their
belief that the State of Israel is a precursor to the Second Coming of Jesus). On the negative
side, they are fully committed to proselytizing Jews.

Their support for a Jewish state in Israel predates even the first Zionist Congress. In 1891
William Blackstone and others produced the “Blackstone Memorial”, a declaration urging the
U.S. to back this step. They responded positively to every subsequent move in the direction
of the founding of the State of Israel. In 1995, the Christian Coalition called for the American
Embassy to be moved to Jerusalem, which, it said, must remain the undivided capital of
Israel. In fact, after American Jews, they are the strongest supporters of Israel of any group in
the U.S.A. More evangelicals visit Israel each year than do American Jews. They also

showed more concern, and at an earlier date, of the Holocaust under Nazi Germany.

338 Nineteen years ago after most of the foreign embassies previously located in Jerusalem decided to move to

Tel Aviv following a UN Security Council order, several Christian groups organized the International Christian
Embassy and began an annual Sukkot march, which in 1999 was expected to reach 5000 Christians. This is in
stark contrast to the liberal Christians' support for the PLO.

339 These Christians are sometimes astonishing in their generosity, "like the people who are giving 10% of their
Social Security to help Jews immigrate to Israel; or the person who for three years saved $1,000 for a down
payment on a car so he can get to work, and instead gave that $1,000 for a soup kitchen for elderly Jews in
Odessa."

Whereas "Jews give and say 'Don't bother me again until next year,' these Christians give monthly. It's based on
need, not obligation. It's built on spiritualism."

These people don't give splashily at big bashes, dinners or honorariums. They don't get plaques. "None of that.
They don't want it."
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On the other hand, evangelicals by their very mandate consider it a duty to proselytize. Not to
include Jews, they assert, is “one of the worst forms of lovelessness, discrimination and anti-
Semitism possible,” for without this the Jews lack forgiveness, atonement and salvation.
Many evangelical teaching texts portray the Jews as the killer of Jesus, though there are
significant improvements in this area. Judaism is generally presented as a dead religion;
almost nothing is ever said about its post- Jesus existence. Although they preach against anti-
Semitism, they communicate a certain contempt for Judaism at the same time. Pat Robertson,
amongst others, has maintained, to some degree, damaging stereotypes about Jews and their
religion.

The U.S. News and World Report’s (September 20, 1999) article on a Southern Baptist
campaign to pray for the conversion of Jews during Judaism’s high holy days has set off a
furore that threatens to further fray already tattered relations between U.S. Jewish groups and
the nation’s largest Protestant denomination.

In a booklet published to coincide with the Jewish observance of Rosh Hashanah and Yom
Kippur, Baptist leaders urged the church’s 15.9 million members to “pray each day for
Jewish individuals you know by name ... that they will find spiritual wholeness available
through the Messiah [Jesus].”

“We mean no offense,” explains Louis Moore, a Baptist associate vice president. As
evangelical Christians, he says, “we are obligated to pray for anyone who does not know
Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.”

Messianic Jews and Jews for Jesus often use ruses to lure Jews away from their religion.
Among the more devious is a TV show called The Jewish Voice, which turns out to be a
Christian missionary program, and the advertising of religious services to be held in
“synagogues” that are in reality Christian houses of worship dedicated to converting the Jews.

Of this, Howard Abrams writes: All religions take a very dim view of apostasy, but
Christians should have a particular sensitivity to the horror that it holds for Jews. Jews are
members of a group that is small and getting smaller, that was reduced by one-third in the
recent past by mass murder at the hands of some Christians while the vast majority of the rest
watched without comment.

March 17, 2002, Billy Graham Responds to Lingering Anger Over 1972 Remarks on Jews,
David Firestone:

H. R. Haldeman's White House diaries came out in 1994... the Rev. Billy Graham ... once ...
joined with President Richard M. Nixon in discussing the "total Jewish domination of the
media." Could Mr. Graham, the great American evangelist, really have said the nation's
problem lies with "satanic Jews," as Mr. Nixon's aide recorded?

Mr. Graham's sterling reputation as a healer and bridge-builder was so at odds with Mr.
Haldeman's account that Jewish groups paid little attention, especially because he denied the
remarks so strongly.

"Those are not my words," Mr. Graham said in a public statement in May 1994. "I have never
talked publicly or privately about the Jewish people, including conversations with President
Nixon, except in the most positive terms."

They believe that at the end of days all people, including the Jews, will come to Christ. But, on the other hand,
they do very little proselytizing of Jews.
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That was the end of the story, it seemed, until two weeks ago, when the tape of that 1972
conversation in the Oval Office was made public by the National Archives. Three decades
after it was recorded, the North Carolina preacher's famous drawl is tinny but unmistakable
on the tape, denigrating Jews in terms far stronger than the diary accounts.

"They're the ones putting out the pornographic stuff," Mr. Graham said on the tape, after
agreeing with Mr. Nixon that left-wing Jews dominate the news media. The Jewish
"stranglehold has got to be broken or the country's going down the drain," he continued,
suggesting that if Mr. Nixon were re-elected, "then we might be able to do something."

Finally, Mr. Graham said that Jews did not know his true feelings about them....

Mr. Graham, who is now 83 and in poor health, quickly issued a four- sentence apology, but
he did not acknowledge making the statements and said he had no memory of the
conversation, which took place after a prayer breakfast on Feb. 1, 1972.

The brevity of the apology and Mr. Graham's refusal to discuss the matter further have
angered many of the same Jewish organizations that for so long counted Mr. Graham as their
best friend among evangelical Christians. The taped remarks have become the subject of
synagogue sermons and columns in Jewish newspapers, with some Jewish leaders suggesting
that Mr. Graham had hidden anti-Semitic views for decades.

"Here we have an American icon, the closest we have to a spiritual leader of America, who
has been playing a charade for all these years," Abraham H. Foxman, the national director of
the Anti-Defamation League, said in an interview last week. "What's frightening is that he
has been so close to so many presidents, and who knows what else he has been saying
privately."

Yesterday, Mr. Graham's organization issued a longer apology, in which Mr. Graham
acknowledged making the statements, but repudiated them.

"I don't ever recall having those feelings about any group, especially the Jews, and I certainly
do not have them now," he said. "My remarks did not reflect my love for the Jewish people. |
humbly ask the Jewish community to reflect on my actions on behalf of Jews over the years
that contradict my words in the Oval Office that day."
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d-  Anti-Israel340 and modern anti-Semitism

This was hardly the first time that the Palestinians had launched a Jihad (read pogrom)

against the Jews. As Nissan Ratzlav-Katz points out,341 for seven days starting August 23 in
1929, Arab mobs terrorized communities throughout the land of Israel, killing 133 Jews and
injuring more than 300. It began when Haj Amin al-Husseini, mufti of Jerusalem, ally of the
Nazis and mentor of the current PLO leader Yasser Arafat, falsely accused Jews of defiling
and endangering local mosques, including al-Agsa. The call went out to the Arab masses:
“Itbakh al-Yahud!” — “Slaughter the Jews!”

In Hebron, sixty-seven Jews were killed by hundreds of their Arab neighbors in the space of
one day, Shabbat. The homes where Jews thought they could find safety, including that of
Eliezer Dan Slonim, the sole Jewish member of the Hebron Municipal Council and a friend to
local Arab elders, became slaughterhouses. In Slonim’s home alone, 22 people were
murdered that day, including his wife and two young children. After the massacre, in a
perverse inversion of morality, the British mandatory authorities exiled the Jewish survivors
to Jerusalem, ending a 3,000-year-old Jewish presence in Hebron. That presence was only
renewed in 1967, with the Israeli takeover of Judea and Samaria (the “West Bank™).

In 1921, Arab gangs attacked Jews in Jaffa, Rehovot, Petah Tikva, and other Jewish towns.
Forty-seven Jews were killed and over 140 were wounded. The Haycraft Commission,
appointed by the British government to investigate the events, concluded:

The racial strife was begun by the Arabs, and rapidly developed into a conflict of
great violence between Arabs and Jews, in which the Arab majority, who were
generally the aggressors, inflicted most of the casualties ... an already acute anti-
Jewish feeling extended it into an anti-Jewish riot. A large part of the Muslim and
Christian communities condoned it, although they did not encourage violence.
While certain of the educated Arabs appear to have incited the mob ... unfounded
stories of provocation were believed and acted upon without any effort being
made to verify them.

Yet, the same commission found, that the “fundamental cause” of the riots were the victims
themselves:

...a feeling among the Arabs of discontent with, and hostility to, the Jews, due to
political and economic causes, and connected with Jewish immigration, and with
their conception of Zionist policy as derived from Jewish exponents ...

340 jewish Action, Fall 2004: ...In modern times, Israel is “The Jew,” and the world now relates to the Jewish
State the way it has always related to individual members of our people. The European Union recently called
Israel the “greatest threat to world peace on the planet.” Not North Korea, despite its explicit nuclear threats to
the West and wholesale export of uranium to Libya et al. Not Russia, who has been providing nuclear technology
to Iran and other rogue states. Not Iran or Syria who sponsor terror organizations on three continents. Israel. The
United Nations General Assembly, a microcosm of mankind, has issued more condemnations of the only
democracy in the Middle East than it has against any other nation on the planet. The General Assembly has not
yet critiqued Sudan for punishing shoplifters with cross-amputation, China for harvesting organs from political
prisoners or Saudi Arabia for banning the practice of any religion besides Islam, but it has devoted 60 percent of
its emergency sessions to the purported misdeeds of Israel—including crimes like Israel’s preemptive attack on
Egypt in 1956 and its recent construction of a fence to keep suicide bombers out of Jewish population centers.
Strangely, the General Assembly has never passed a resolution condemning anti-Semitism.

341 National Review August 23, 2002, We Didn’t Start the Fire, An anniversary. The following paragraphs were
modified from this article.
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Similarly, the decade following the massacres of 1929 also saw attacks on Jewish towns in
Israel. From 1936 through the beginning of 1939 Arab gangs roamed the country, killing
Jews where they could. At the time, Saudi Arabian king Ibn Saud informed a British colonel,
H. R. P. Dickson:

Our hatred for the Jews dates from God’s condemnation of them for their persecution and
rejection of Isa (Jesus) and their subsequent rejection of His chosen Prophet ... for a Muslim
to kill a Jew, or for him to be killed by a Jew, ensures him an immediate entry into Heaven
and into the august presence of God Almighty.

That three-year “insurrection” took the lives of 415 Jews. The Arab Higher Committee,
headed by the Mufti Haj Amin al-Husseini, led the campaign of terrorism yet again.

Therefore, it is simply not true that the Intifada of 2000 was a result of “the Israeli occupation
of 1967.” Such violence did not start in 1967, or even upon Israel’s founding in 1948; it was
never limited to any geographical boundaries, and its source is not political. As a Friday-
sermon broadcast on Palestinian Authority television declared during the Intitudu, “blessings
to he who shot a bullet into the head of a Jew ... the enemies of Allah, the cursed nation in
the Koran, whom the Koran describes as monkeys and pigs, worshippers of the calf and idol
worshippers.” There was also a message for the future in the words of that PA-appointed
cleric, “Allah shall make the Muslim rule over the Jew, we will blow them up in Hadera, we
will blow them up in Tel-Aviv and in Netanya ... We will enter Jerusalem as conquerors, and
Jaffa as conquerors, and Haifa as conquerors and Ashkelon as conquerors ...” Referring to a
Hadith (a Muslim oral tradition attributed to Muhammad or his disciples), the preacher said
that nature itself will come to assist the Muslims in their pursuit of the Jews “...until the Jew
will hide behind the trees and stones and the tree and stone will say: ‘Muslim! Servant of
Allah, there is a Jew behind me, kill him!””

Thus, the source of the anti-Semitism is Islam, but the forces behind Islam are the Arab

342 J . . . .
States. Only the state can mobilize the passions of bigotry and turn them into a genocidal
threat.

Ibrahim Mussawi, the urbane and scholarly-seeming director of English-language news at A4/
Mana [Hezbollah's satellite television station], called Jews "a lesion on the forehead of
history." A Hezbollah official in the Lebanese Parliament said Jews "act as parasites in the
nations that have given them shelter."343

Jeff Dunetz, Wake Up and Smell the Anti-Semitism (Aish.com):
If we look at the words and deeds of Islamic activists -- in the Mideast and beyond -- we see
virulent ant-Semitic messages being distributed regularly to a broad audience.

A few hours of Internet research came up with hundreds of examples of Arab leaders and
official press attacking Jews. They don't attack Israel on how it deals with Palestinian issues;
this state-sponsored anti-Semitism drudges up ancient stereotyping and blood libel. And this
rhetoric has expanded into Europe, the U.S., and the UN.

342 The following article is by David Bar llan, Jerusalem Post, Oct. 20, 1999:
343Nov. 4, 2002, Andrea Levin's Eye on the Media: New Yorker bests Times on anti-Semitism
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For starters, the Palestinian media has called for the killing of all Jews. In October 2000, after
two Israeli solders were lynched in Ramallah, Dr. Ahmad Abu Halabiya gave a sermon on
official Palestinian Authority television: Have no mercy on the Jews no matter where they
are, in any country. Fight them, wherever you are. Wherever you meet them, kill them.
Wherever you are, kill those Jews and those Americans who are like them - and those who
stand by them...344

During the Pope's trip to Syria last year, President Assad said, "They (the Jews) tried to kill
the principles of all religions with the same mentality in which they betrayed Jesus Christ, in
the same way they tried to betray and kill the Prophet Muhammad."345

Maybe the moderate Saudis are a little more reasonable? In December 2001, the Saudi
government-controlled newspaper, Al-Watan, published a report entitled, "The Jewish
organizations are implementing their strategic and hellish plan to take over the world": "The
Jews act by means of the control of the media, politics and the economy in order to weaken
the non-Jewish groups and bring about their disintegration."34¢

In the Saudi government daily Al-Riyadh, columnist Dr. Umayma Ahmad Al-Jalahma of
King Faysal University in Al-Dammam, wrote (March 10, 2002) on "The Jewish Holiday of
Purim." The following are excerpts of the article:

Special Ingredient For Jewish Holidays is Human Blood From Non-Jewish Youth: For this
holiday, the Jewish people must obtain human blood so that their clerics can prepare the
holiday pastries. In other words, the practice cannot be carried out as required if human blood
is not spilled!! The Jews' spilling human blood to prepare pastry for their holidays is a well-
established fact, historically and legally, all throughout history. This was one of the main
reasons for the persecution and exile that were their lot in Europe and Asia at various times.

I would like to tell you how human blood is spilled so it can be used for their holiday pastries.
The blood is spilled in a special way. How is it done? For this holiday, the victim must be a
mature adolescent who is, of course, a non-Jew -- that is, a Christian or a Muslim. His blood
is taken and dried into granules. The cleric blends these granules into the pastry dough; they
can also be saved for the next holiday. In contrast, for the Passover slaughtering, about which
I intend to write one of these days, the blood of Christian and Muslim children under the
age of 10 must be used, and the cleric can mix the blood [into the dough] before or after
dehydration. The Actions of the Jewish Vampires Cause Them Pleasure: Let us now examine
how the victims' blood is spilled. For this, a needle-studded barrel is used; this is a kind of
barrel, about the size of the human body, with extremely sharp needles set in it on all sides.
[These needles] pierce the victim's body, from the moment he is placed in the barrel. These
needles do the job, and the victim's blood drips from him very slowly. Thus, the victim
suffers dreadful torment -- torment that affords the Jewish vampires great delight as they
carefully monitor every detail of the blood-shedding with pleasure and love that are
difficult to comprehend.347

344 translation by memri.org
345 ADL, October 2001

346 translation by memri.org
347 translation by memri.org

Page 101



Appendix A: Anti-Semitism — ii. Recent anti-Semitism

Egypt, the first Arab country to make peace with Israel, recently ran a TV series called
"Horseman Without a Horse," a 30-part series based on the anti-Semitic forgery, "The
Protocols of the Elders of Zion." Sheikh Muhammed Abd Al Hadi La'afi, responsible for
Religious Teaching and Instruction in the Office of the Wakf, wrote in the official P.A.
newspaper Al-Hayat Al-Jadida (May 18, 2001):

The battle with the Jews will surely come... the decisive Muslim victory is coming without a
doubt, and the prophet spoke about in more than one Hadith and the Day of resurrection will
not come without the victory of the believers [the Muslims] over the descendents of the
monkeys and pigs [the Jews] and with their annihilation.

These hate-filled teachings proliferate even in America. The Washington Post reported
(March 2002) on Muslim elementary and high schools in the U.S.: One 11th-grade textbook,
for example, says one sign of the Day of Judgment will be that Muslims will fight and kill
Jews, who will hide behind trees that say: 'Oh Muslim, Oh servant of God, here is a Jew
hiding behind me. Come here and kill him." Several students of different ages, all of whom
asked not to be identified, said that in Islamic studies, they are taught that it is better to shun
and even to dislike Christians, Jews and Shi'ite Muslims... [In addition,] maps of the
Middle East hang on classroom walls, but Israel is missing....

And let's not forget how, throughout the Arab world, the World Trade Center attack was
reported as a Jewish-led conspiracy. At a meeting in Damascus in October 2001 with a
delegation from the British Royal College of Defense Studies, Syrian Defense Minister
Mustafa Tlass said the Mossad planned the ramming of two hijacked airliners into the WTC
towers. He also told the British visitors that the Mossad had given thousands of Jewish
employees at the towers advance warning not to go to work on September 11. (Jerusalem
Post, October 19, 2001) The slander took hold. Paknews.com, a sophisticated English-
language news site based in Pakistan, found that 71 percent of its readers believed the report
of a September 11 "Jewish conspiracy."

The Holocaust is another point to examine. The Grand Mufti of Jerusalem, Haj Amin al-
Husseini, lived in Berlin from 1941-45. He was in charge of supervising Axis propaganda to
Muslims all over the world. When Jews fleeing Hitler's ovens were able to obtain emigration
visas to Palestine, the Mufti was instrumental in getting those visa cancelled. He met several

times with Hitler, and personally recruited 20,000 Muslims in Bosnia to serve in the Waffen
g, 348

This tradition continues today. "Mein Kampf," previously banned by Israel, has been allowed
by the PA and was sixth on the Palestinian best-seller list. A senior commander in Arafat's
personal bodyguard is Fawzi Salem al-Mahdi (known as "Abu Hitler"), whose two sons bear
the first names Hitler and Eichmann. The official Arab mouthpieces are among the ranks of
the most stubborn Holocaust deniers. And American neo-Nazi and white supremacist parties
have found in Muslims a new audience to advance theories discredited in the west for more
than 50 years.

348 (See: http://notendur.centrum.is/~snorrigb/muftism.htm)
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In Syria, Defense Minister Mustafa Tlass prides himself on a book he wrote about how Jews
use the blood of Christian children in matza. The Protocols of the Elders of Zion and Hitler’s
Mein Kampf are best sellers there and in the rest of the Arab world.

In Egypt’s official press Jews are caricatured the way they were in Hitler’s Der Sturmer: as
slimy, hook-nosed, greedy, malevolent monsters whose blood-drenched tentacles control the
world’s power centers. All the sickening anti-Semitic canards, from Holocaust denial to
equating Jews with Nazis and charging Israeli scientists with spreading AIDS among Arabs,
are featured regularly in the mainstream press.

It is not the case of a free press gone wild. Egypt’s media are controlled, their directors and
editors appointed by the president. The government prohibits private radio and television
channels, has shut down a weekly publication for being too outspoken, and banned more than
80 titles the American University in Cairo intended to import, including Khalil Gibran’s The
Prophet.349

A recent study of 140 Palestinian textbooks by the Center for Monitoring the Impact of
Peace, a private foundation, shows that anti-Semitism is pervasive in Palestinian texts. Jews
are invariably depicted as robbers, aggressors, wild animals, locusts and treacherous cheats
who have faked their history and stolen Palestinian land. Nowhere in these texts is there a
single mention of the State of Israel or the peace agreements.

The list of the world’s countries in the standard Palestinian geography book omits Israel, but
includes a state named Palestine whose capital is Jerusalem. Nor do Palestinian maps ever
mention Israel. All the land between the Jordan River and the Mediterranean is “occupied
Palestine,” to be liberated in holy war.

Abraham Foxman in the Jerusalem Post, 30 July, 2001:

Until recently, the Arabs argued shrewdly, though falsely, in their reading of history,
maintaining that they should not be paying the price for the murder of six million Jews by
Europeans.

Ignoring the real Jewish connection to the land of Israel, this argument had a certain
resonance in that it acknowledged the horror of the Holocaust but depicted the Palestinians as
innocent victims of a European guilt that needed to be atoned for by granting the Jews a state.
Now, however, there is a shift in their Holocaust denial and revisionism, by asserting that the
Jews have concocted or exaggerated what happened during World War II in order to dupe the
world into accepting the illegitimate Jewish state in Palestine.

This change in emphasis suggests that the issue is not primarily that of the depth of anti-
Semitism but of the reduction of inhibitions about expressing such extreme forms of hatred.
The Palestinians no longer merely have to talk about their suffering as a consequence of
Jewish suffering when they can get away with accusing the Jews of being the perpetrators of
a fraud.

The 2000-2005 Intifada and modern anti-Semitism

In late 2000, Ariel Sharon visited the Temple Mount, which the Palestinians used as a pretext
for a massive outpouring of violence all over Israel and the territories. Within one month, the

349 Tom Gross, Aish.com: the best-selling song in Cairo in 2001 was titled "l hate Israel"
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United Nations issued three condemnations of Israel. Over the next years, thousands of
Jewish targets were attacked world-wide, including synagogues, schools and individuals. The
United Nations issued no condemnation of these. This was the largest number of attacks on
synagogues since 1938.

At the end of the year 2000, the United States was the only country to join Israel in voting
against all four Palestinian-related resolutions and a resolution demanding Israel’s withdrawal
from the Golan Heights that was captured from Syria in the 1967 Six-Day War. But even the
United States abstained two years running on the resolution calling Israel’s administration of
Jerusalem “illegal and therefore null and void” because the city’s final status is subject to

. . . 350
negotiations between the Israelis and Palestinians.

A virulently anti-Israel UN resolution condoning Palestinian terror was endorsed by France,
Belgium, Sweden, Austria, Spain, and Portugal. The resolution, adopted by the UN
Commission on Human Rights in Geneva, endorsed a 1982 UN resolution affirming the
legitimacy of using “all available means, including armed struggle” by nations fighting
occupation. The resolution also slammed Israel for a long list of alleged human-rights abuses,

. . 11 . . . .. . . 351
including “mass killings”, while never once mentioning Palestinian suicide bombers.

In 2001, the UN-sponsored Durban Conference on Racism was hijacked by Islamic states to
condemn Judaism and Israel and minimize the Holocaust. UN Human Rights Commissioner
Mary Robinson has been consistently adopting resolutions against Israel on the basis of Arab
League initiatives. The commission has already resolved that Israel committed war crimes in
its fight against Palestinian terrorism.

In Belgium, an appeals court threw out the case against Prime Minister Ariel Sharon, who
had been charged with committing war crimes for his role in the massacre of hundreds of
Palestinian refugees by Israeli-backed Lebanese Christian militiamen in 1982. However,
Sharon’s case should never have been brought to court and was another example of political
bias against Israel. Sharon himself pointed out Belgium’s own problematic human-rights
record, including its brutal colonization policy in the Congo in the late 1800s in which an

350 Iran has for years supported Hizbullah guerrillas in Lebanon and has engaged in "terrorist activities aimed at

Jewish and Israeli targets around the world. They were probably behind the bombings of the Israeli Embassy and
Jewish Community Center in Buenos Aires. The 1992 embassy bombing killed 29 people and the 1994
community center bombing killed 86 people. Lebanon supports these terrorists by refusing to deploy troops on its
southern border with Israel as required by UN resolutions and giving them a free hand. Syria has yet to even
recognize Israel’s right to exist. Yet the General Assembly spent two days blaming Israel and did not even deal
with these countries.

351Wilfred Geens, Belgium’s ambassador to Israel, said the vote "took place in a confused atmosphere." Geens
said that his country's representative in Geneva, like the other EU partners, explained the vote "and said that
beyond the wording and reference of the resolution, the message he wanted to get across was a call for the end
of violence, for dialogue, and for peace — even though some formulations in the text were rather unfortunate."
Among the unfortunate formulations, he said, was the reaffirmation of the 1982 resolution legitimizing all means
in a national liberation struggle. Geens said that since Belgium voted against that resolution in 1982, it is on
"clear footing" on that issue, and does not condone the use of terror. "Beyond the actual wording," Geens said,
"we wanted to send a clear message to end the violence, and an appeal to dialogue and to peace. The gravity of
the situation goes beyond the formulation of certain elements in the text."

Pictures of the damage Israeli attacks are inflicting on people and places were frequently played on screens
around the UN building. For a while, there was an almost daily Security Council debate on the Israeli-Palestinian
fighting, with Israel always being condemned. Ireland's envoy, Richard Ryan, said: "Making a desert and calling it
peace is hardly a wise policy." Sir Jeremy Greenstock, the British representative, said that while he recognized
that Israel had been the target of "appalling acts of terrorism," the Sharon government should consider the futility
of trying to defeat terror "by the disproportionate use of military violence." There were almost no condemnations
of Palestinian suicide bombings.
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estimated 10 million people died from hard labor, starvation, and outright extermination. In
July 2002, the International Court, the ICC, was founded. The Arab League immediately
started drawing up a list of Israelis who they wanted to put on trial. Nasser Amin, the
coordinator of Arab NGOs for the ICC, urged Arab countries to ratify the statute so that there
would be more Arab judges to try Israelis. For the Arabs, the ICC was simply another
weapon in their arsenal for fighting Israel.

Within six months of the outbreak of the new Intifada, European Union members were
debating imposing sanctions on Israel. The Europeans seemed unaffected by the US State
Department’s annual report on international terrorism which cited Yasser Arafat’s Fatah
faction of the PLO for involvement in terror against Israel.

After it became apparent that Arafat himself was funding the terrorism of his Al-Aksa
Martyrs Brigade, President George W. Bush called for the PA leader’s removal. The EU,

however, continued to be the PA’s biggest supporter.352

Between Oslo and 2002, the EU poured over $1.5 billion into propping up the PA, not
including funds contributed separately and directly by EU component countries.

No other Third World territory or country could ever dream of such funding. EU funding
continued unabated despite the fact that the Palestinians squandered most of the money and
some of it was shown to be used to finance terrorist activities. One of the things the EU
bankrolled and mentored was PA television, even rebuilding PA-TV antenna towers after
Israel toppled them. PA television hourly broadcasts messages of jihad against the Jews and
praise for the Palestinian genocide bombers. They paid for PA textbooks which deny any
ancient Jewish claim to Jerusalem and Israel; in which murderer-martyrs are praised; and in
whose maps Israel is nowhere to be found.

During this time, there were thousand of outbreaks of anti-Semitism across Europe. A pattern
began to develop where synagogues35? and Jewish cemeteries’™* were desecrated and
vandalized.

352 Belgian Foreign Minister Louis Michel and other Israel-haters denied that the PA was paying the salaries of

Palestinian security personnel responsible for anti-Israel violence. Michel insisted that the PA only uses its money
"for humanitarian causes."

Who Are You Calling Stupid, Dr. Solana? By Michael Freund, November 21, 2001:

Dr. Javier Solana, a senior European Union official responsible for foreign affairs... suggest[ed] that Israel should
immediately begin negotiating with Palestinian Authority Chairman Yasser Arafat, regardless of the ongoing
Palestinian terror campaign. After all, as Solana's traveling companion, Belgian Prime Minister Guy Verhofstadt,
said over the weekend, "The Europeans want to underline that after the 12 days of relative quiet recently there is
a need to relaunch the peace process" (Reuters, November 17).

Of course, there has been no such "relative quiet." As Prime Minister Ariel Sharon pointed out at his press
conference with Verhofstadt, there have been 268 Palestinian terror attacks against Israelis in the past 12 days,
resulting in five people killed and 59 others injured. That averages out to almost one terror attack every hour,
stretching over the 12-day period.

Even if one is willing to forgive the Europeans their lack of mathematical acumen, it is somewhat harder to
overlook the moral obscenity of their current stance. For they are, in effect, saying that just because the
Palestinians are killing us a little less than they used to, we should rush back to the negotiating table with them.

353 Synagogues all over Europe and Canada were targets of arson and vandalism. A synagogue in the Welsh
city of Swansea was desecrated and daubed with a swastika before an abortive attempt was made to burn it
down in July 2002. A 300-year-old Torah scroll was ripped, probably beyond repair. In the same year, an ancient
synagogue in Djerba, Tunisia was attacked by the Al-Qaida organization. Twenty people were killed in the attack,
among them German tourists and local citizens. On the island of Djerba, off Tunisia, a driver drove his truck full of
gas canisters into the local synagogue, killing numerous people and injuring scores of others. In Istanbul, at least
twenty people were killed and 257 wounded in near-simultaneous car bombings of two Istanbul synagogues on a
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A school bus carrying Jewish students in Paris335 was bombarded with stones, drawing
condemnation from the mayor of Paris and renewed pleas for religious tolerance. One Jew
was stabbed, tied up and dropped off in an outlying area. An amateur soccer team from the
Maccabi Bondy association was assaulted by about 15 hooded attackers wielding sticks and
metal bars in a Paris suburb. In Lyon, 20 hooded youths drove two vehicles into a synagogue
and beat up a young man and his pregnant wife. The Simon Wiesenthal Center recorded 400
acts of anti-Semitism in France over the 18 month period since the beginning of the Intifada
in 2000. By the year 2002, anti-Semitic incidences in France were reaching 20 a day.

Saturday morning. A neo-Nazi plot against groundbreaking for a new synagogue in Munich was foiled in
November 2003.

In France, a nation that is home to some 5 million Muslims and 700,000 Jews, events such as the burning of
Marseilles synagogue and arson incidents at dozen other synagogues and cemeteries have become more than
daily occurrences. Most are carried out by Moslem youth gangs, but some, it is believed, are the work of more
sophisticated Islamic terrorist groups.

In December 2002, Rabbi Gabriel Farhi was stabbed in the stomach Friday night in a Paris synagogue by an
unknown assailant. Before fleeing, the attacker shouted "All-h is great, we will kill you," at him.

In the United States, among the most violent incidents cited was an arson attack on the CANDLES Holocaust
museum in Terre Haute, Indiana and the attempted firebombing of Temple Beth El in Allentown.

354 In July 2002, more than 50 graves in the Jewish sector of Rome’s largest cemetery were vandalized. In what
became a pattern of denial across Europe, the mayor of Rome, Valter Valteroni, visited a Jewish cemetery the
next day claiming: “There is no anti-Semitism in Rome, but the isolated incidents of a few criminals can give such
an impression.” Graves were desecrated in London, Russia , the Ukraine and Slovakia. Swastikas were found
painted on a tombstone in a Jewish cemetery in Eastern France.

355S0me of the worst cases of anti-Semitism before the rise of the Nazis in Germany were instigated by the
French, whose country was the birthplace of the Enlightenment. It is shocking to learn, for example, that it was
the French consul Ratti-Menton who brought a blood libel against the Jews in 1840, when a Capuchin monk
disappeared in Damascus, Syria. In response to his accusations, the Syrian authorities seized more than sixty
Jewish children to coerce their parents into confessing. Several Jews were arrested and tortured. Two died under
torture and several others were permanently disabled; one "confessed." Pressured by French authorities, the
Syrians would have tried these Jews on false charges had not the Jewish world reacted. Jewish organizations
instigated a protest by British and American leaders (including President Martin Van Buren) that caused the
Syrians to drop the charges. (Notably, the Reform Jews of Germany, who had distanced themselves from
identifying with other Jews, did not participate in the protest.) French anti-Semitism continued however.

In 1886, a virulently anti-Semitic book La France Juive became the most-widely read book in France. This was
followed in 1892 by the founding of an anti-Semitic daily newspaper La Libre Parole.

Writes Berel Wein in Triumph of Survival (p. 233): "Nowhere was [La Libre Parole] more popular than with the
officer corps of the French army ... Stung by the anarchists and pacifists of the left, humiliated by its complete
defeat in the Franco-Prussian War of 1870, the French army was frustrated, malevolent, and paranoid. One of its
main enemies was the "Jewish influence" in French life. This made the military the logical candidate for an anti-
Semitic incident. It would not be long in coming," in the form of "L'Affaire", the case of Alfred Dreyfus, a captain
in the French Army who was falsely accused in 1894 of spying. Falsely accused, Alfred Dreyfus was paraded
through a Paris mob jeering: "Death to the Jews!" The actual spy was not a Jew -- one Colonel Esterhazy -- but
even though this fact was quickly discovered, the French army would not back away from its accusations for anti-
Semitic reasons. "Secret" documents were produced and Dreyfus was tried and convicted of treason in a closed
courtroom before a military tribunal. He was stripped of his rank and sentenced to life imprisonment on Devil's
Island. On January 3, 1895, he was paraded through the streets of Paris while a mob jeered: "Death to the
Jews." (One of those covering this fiasco was a Jewish journalist from Austria, Theodor Herzl, who was shocked
to the core that Jew-hatred was so ingrained in the "civilized" French. It was then and there that Herzl, who was
secular and quite assimilated, realized that the only safe place for the Jews was a land of their own -- the Land of
Israel. This led Herzl to convene the First Zionist Congress in Basle, Switzerland, in 1897, at which the World
Zionist Organization was established....) Meanwhile, the travesty of the Dreyfus trial created a controversy.
France's greatest writer, Emile Zola, published a stunning newspaper article entitled J'Accuse ("I Accuse"),
charging the government with a miscarriage of justice. For this, Zola (who was not a Jew) was convicted of libel
and had to flee to England. Eventually, after another travesty of a trial in which Dreyfus was again convicted, he
was finally pardoned and and restored to his former military rank. (He was not fully exonerated until 1906!)
(Crash Course in Jewish History Part 59 - The Face of Anti-Semitism (Aish.com), Rabbi Ken Spiro)
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In December 2002, the Pierre and Marie Curie University in Paris attempted to impose an
academic boycott on Israeli universities, and to drag the EU and other universities to impose
similar sanctions.

By 2003, Rabbi Sitruk, the chief rabbi of France was saying that "Jews should be alert, avoid
walking alone, avoid wearing the yarmulke in the street or subway, or become targets for
potential assailants."

The number of incidences rose in 2003. For that year, there were 235 violent anti-Semitic
incidents in the world, down from 319 in the previous year. In the United States, the number
dropped to seven in 2003 from 12 in 2002. But in France, violent incidents rose to 85 in 2003
from 69 in 2002, more than a third of all attacks around the world. 79 percent of the violence
in 2003 took place in Western Europe. In 2004, there were 96 violent incidents, the same
number as in 2003. The French government was commended in the report for taking stronger
measures to tackle anti-Semitism.

In November of 2003, fire gutted the Merkaz HaTorah Jewish secondary school in the Paris
suburb of Gagny. In that same week, two Jews were brutally murdered in Paris. The two
murders, of a 23 year-old Jewish DJ and of a recently widowed Jewish shopkeeper, were
played down by the French press. In the case of the murdered young man, whose throat was
slit and whose body was mutilated, the alleged assailant, a young male Muslim, reportedly
told his mother after the fact, "Now I can go to paradise. I've killed my Jew."

The French authorities released the man from custody, claiming that he was insane and
therefore unfit to stand trial. There were no arrests in the case of the Jewish shopkeeper. Her
ten year-old daughter and a customer, who hid in the shop's storeroom during the attack, said
they saw two North Africans fleeing the scene. Nothing was stolen from the shop. The
French authorities did not classify the murders as acts of anti-Semitism.

In December 2003, an 11 year-old Jewish boy was brutally beaten by Muslim students at
their elite Paris secondary school. While beating the boy, the Muslim students taunted him
yelling, "We'll finish Hitler's job." As of writing, the youth were not expelled and no criminal
charges were brought against them. Speaking to The Jerusalem Post, the headmaster
explained, "The issue is very complex. There is obviously a victim that should be protected,
but there are no admissions and no witnesses willing to testify. We're in a dead-end."

In December 2003, the French government announced a campaign against anti-Semitic
violence that includes encouraging French schools to lead class trips to Auschwitz, the largest
Nazi concentration camp from World War II, and punishment for anti-Jewish remarks in the
media. Attacks have been shown to climb along with tension in the Middle East, but the
reverse is also true: Anger at Israeli government policies stems from hatred of Jews in
general.

In 2003, The Simon Wiesenthal Center documented 1,300 anti-Semitic acts in France since
2001, including the stabbing of a rabbi in Paris and the brutal beating of two Jewish boys in
March.

The official position of European countries was to first deny that their countries had any anti-

Semitism, and later, when it became too violent and persistent to ignore, to condemn it.
"When a Jew is aggressed, France altogether is aggressed," said France's President Jacques

Page 107



Appendix A: Anti-Semitism — ii. Recent anti-Semitism

Chirac after over two years of anti-Semitic outrage. Still, these countries continue to have a
very pro-Palestinian stance and refuse to consider that the anti-Semitism in their back yards
have anything to do with their political positions.

Racist and anti-Semitic violence in France nearly doubled in 2004, hitting its highest level in
a decade and showing no sign of slowing. Jews and Muslims were the main victims of the
1,565 recorded threats and violent attacks in 2004, up from 833 a year earlier35¢. It was the
highest recorded number of attacks since 1994. Anti-Semitic acts rose to 970, compared with
601 the year before, and found that most attackers were from an Arab-Muslim background.
Schools were an area where anti-Semitic incidents were very present.

France and England's Jewish Problem, Aish.com by Tom Gross:

Marc Gentilli, the president of the French Red Cross, ...described as "disgusting" a request
by the American Red Cross that Israel be admitted to the International Red Cross, and that
the Star of David be accepted alongside its existing emblems the Cross and the Crescent.
Gentilli, head of one of France's leading humanitarian organizations, left little doubt of the
disdain he holds for the Star of David, but less he be thought hostile to all "foreigners", he did
call at the same time on the Palestine Red Crescent Society to immediately apply for
membership to the international body, even though Palestine is not yet a state.

But if anyone still had doubts [about]...French attitudes, they would have been dispelled the
very next day by a column by Barbara Amiel in the London Daily Telegraph. Amiel revealed
that at a reception at her house, the ambassador of "a major EU country" told guests that the
current troubles were all because of "that *** little country Israel." "Why," he asked, "should
the world be in danger of World War Three because of those people?" Within 24 hours, the
Guardian newspaper identified the ambassador in question as Daniel Bernard, France's man
in London and one of President Chirac's closest confidants.

A permanent social and population base of hostility to Jews exists now in France, which
creates a virtual foundation for a new, and more intense, wave of anti-Semitism in the future
even as the current wave is abating, according to Simcha Epstein, the director of the Vidal
Sassoon International Center for the Study of anti-Semitism, located at the Hebrew
University. He claimed that the current wave of anti-Semitism in France is the fourth since
1945, and that each wave was of greater intensity than the others. The previous
demonstrations occurred in 1959-1960, the end of the 1970s and beginning of the 1980s, and
the end of the 1980s and beginning of the 1990s.

Anti-Semitism was on the rise in Britain. In London in early 2002, thugs, probably neo-
Nazis, broke windows and defiled the interior of Finsbury park synagogue in north London.
In that month alone, 51 incidences against Jews were recorded. Violent attacks against Jews
and Jewish property in Britain rose from 55 reported incidents in 2003 to 77 in 2004.357

The first three months of 2003 saw a 75 percent increase in incidents in Britain over the same
period in 2002.

356 National Consultative Commission of Human Rights annual report

357 Figures released in a report by the Global Forum against Anti-Semitism, a joint project of the Israeli
government and the Jewish Agency for Israel.
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England seems to be a country where the real crime is to condemn someone for their anti-
Semitism rather than being one. ...The level of denial of British racism extends so deep that
many in England seem to not even realize what anti-Semitism is.... there seem to be many
among the "chattering classes" in London that actually find attacks on Jews rather amusing.
Here, for example, is columnist Alexei Sayle in the Independent, writing shortly after the
latest batch of Israeli teenagers had been blown to pieces by suicide bombers: "If a
vivisectionist has their car burnt or a right-wing Israeli is shot or Ben Elton's musical closes
early because of poor ticket sales, I can't say I can find it within myself to care very much."338

There were several cases of Jews being beaten up in different parts of London. Although
most of the violence was by local Moslems, governments, police and the local population
were slow in responding. Governments attempted to separate their anti-Israel stance from
their clear condemnation of local events. But there is no question of the underlying anti-
Semitism of their anti-Israel stance. Now, they had hoped, there could be a new, clean way of
oppressing the Jews, far away from their own shores. This group of “the most civilized of
nations” became so utterly bereft of moral values that the European Union refused to place
Hizbullah on its list of groups sponsoring terror. Anti-Israel sentiments flowed over into

. . 359
every arena of European life, and were fairly across the board.

In July 2002, a Manchester academic, Egyptian-born Prof. Mona Baker, fired two Israeli

academics from the boards of her translation journals.  Following a protracted silence, the
University of Manchester Institute of Science and Technology (UMIST), privately urged
Baker to either reinstate the Israelis or leave her post. Government officials also denounced

361
the move.

358 Tom Gross, Aish.com

359 At the 47th Eurovision Song Contest in Tallinn, Estonia, the Swedish announcer introduced Israel's entrant

Sarit Hadad, "Many people thought that Israel should not be appearing in the contest due to their treatment of the
Palestinians." Following her performance, he added, "Let's see how many points Israel will get from this song. |
know they'll get zero from me." The Swedish jury did not award any points to Israel.

As well as Wasserman's firsthand account, Jewish viewers in Belgium also reported that their local TV presenters
had advised people not to vote for Israel. They told viewers not to think that just because Hadad was wearing an
all-white outfit, Israel wanted peace.

Retired Nobel Prize committee member and left-wing politician Hanna Kvanmo, said she wished the 1994 prize
that was awarded to Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon Peres (together with Yitzchak Rabin and Yasser Arafat)
could be revoked and given to Yasser Arafat (and Rabin) alone. Committee member Gunnar Staalsett, a
Lutheran Bishop, said last month that Peres violated the "intention and spirit" of the prize by participating in a
government that condones such attacks. This forced the committee to distance itself from these comments.

The prize was controversial in Norway from the start, with committee member Kaare Kristiansen resigning rather
than condone a prize to Arafat, a man he branded a "terrorist."

360 Baker, who heads the Center for Translation and Intercultural Studies at the university, fired the Israelis —
Prof. Gideon Toury of Tel Aviv University and Dr. Miriam Schlesinger of Bar-llan University — after she signed a
petition calling for a boycott of Israeli academic institutions. Both had worked for Baker for three years before
being asked to resign. When they refused, they were fired. The move sparked a wave of international
condemnation, including the resignation of five members of the boards of Baker's publications. Yves Gambier,
president of the European Society for Translation Studies (EST), published a condemnation of Baker in the EST
newsletter, describing Baker's action as "profoundly unjust."

361 Foreign Secretary Jack Straw denounced Baker's action, calling it "disgraceful." He said the Israeli
academics should be "reinstated immediately." Education Secretary Estelle Morris said she deplored any

discrimination "on the grounds of nationality, race, or religion."
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The firings followed an anti-Israel petition by a number of academics that appeared in the
. 362 . . .
Guardian. Most of the academics said they were appalled by Baker’s action and were
. . . 363
having second thoughts about the entire petition.

In Italy there was a procession of individuals dressed as suicide bombers spewing vile abuse
at Israel, holding up photographs of Israeli leaders on whose foreheads they had drawn the
swasitka. A bishop, one with lodgings in the Vatican no less, was found in Jerusalem with an
arsenal of arms and explosives hidden in the secret compartments of his Mercedes. He also
participated in the above procession, thanking, in the name of G-d, the suicide bombers who
massacred the Jews in pizzerias and supermarkets.

In Germany, two visiting rabbis were beaten up in Berlin and two Jewish women were
attacked on a Berlin subway. In April 2002, Jewish residents of Berlin were warned by local
police not to wear clothing or jewelry identifying them as Jews. Police recommended against

wearing skullcaps or the Star of David. ) Signs reading "Death to the Jews" began to appear.

The World Press Review reported in September 2002 that every two weeks, the Central
Council of Jews in Germany counted at least a thousand anti-Semitic letters it received.
Every single on of these letters, piled two meters high, was signed, with the senders’ full
names, complete address, and many even provide telephone or fax numbers. They did not
come from the rightist fringe — but rather from the center.

Jurgen Mollemann, the deputy chairman of the Free Democratic Party (FDP), said that Israeli
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon, as well as deputy of the Central Council of Jews in Germany,
Michel Friedman, had fueled anti-Semitism with their actions and words. “Accusing the Jews
themselves of being responsible for anti-Semitism is exactly how the persecution and killing
of Jews was justified throughout Western history.”

While most Germans favor Holocaust education and Holocaust memorials, there was a
growing feeling that the Jews could not hold the past up to the Germans forever. For many,
Israel’s war crimes are a welcome opportunity to relavitize the absolute guilt of the Germans.
In fact, in 2001 it was found that 52 percent of Germans believe Jews are exploiting the
memory of the Holocaust for their own purposes. In another poll, 22 percent agreed without
reservation that “Many Jews try to take advantage today of the history of the Third Reich,
and the Germans pay for this.” In all, as many as 80 percent agreed to some degree with the

362 The open letter in The Guardian newspaper, on April 6, was by Prof. Steven Rose of the Open University,

calling for a moratorium on all future cultural and research links with Israel at European or national level. Rose
wrote that he "can no longer in good conscience continue to cooperate with official Israeli institutions, including
universities. | will not participate as referee in hiring or promotion decisions by Israeli universities, or attend
scientific conferences in Israel.”

The letter was signed by 120 university academics from 13 countries. Among the signatories were professors
Colin Blakemore and Richard Dawkins of Oxford University. The open letter was followed by an opinion piece in
The Independent newspaper, calling for a general boycott of Israeli academics in protest against the recent
actions of the Israeli army. Then NATFHE, the lecturers' union, followed close at heel, calling on all universities
and colleges of further education to sever their academic links with Israel.

Prof. Richard Dawkins, the Oxford University evolutionary biologist who originally signed the petition but later
recanted, said Baker's actions "leave me with a nasty taste in my mouth." Other signatories to the petition also
claimed that Baker had "discredited" the campaign. Oxford University physiology professor Colin Blakemore said
the sackings had "reduced this symbolic action to one of recrimination against individuals."

364 "This is a blow to freedom of religion, but the police cannot protect every single Jew," police spokesman Lars
Sunman said.

Page 110



Appendix A: Anti-Semitism — ii. Recent anti-Semitism

statement. The original poll also reported that other findings were: 40 percent said Jews exert
too much influence on world events, and 20 percent said they have “too much influence” in
Germany; 35 percent of Germans believe Jews “are motivated by feelings of revenge” more
than other groups; 59 percent agreed with the statement, “Many people in Germany are
afraid to express their true feelings about Jews”; 17 percent of Germans “prefer not” to have
Jews as neighbors, though more Germans would prefer not to have Gypsies, Arabs, Turks,
Africans or Poles as neighbors;

German-Israel relations continue to be strong. However, there is ongoing debate about
German military sales to the Jewish state.

In the speech in his hometown of Neuhof, Hohmann, a German Conservative MP, argued that
Germans still labor under the burden of Nazi crimes but other nations with bloody pasts cast
themselves as 'innocent lambs.' He cited the French revolution and the prominent role of Jews
in the 1917 communist revolution in Russia. 'With a certain justification, one could ask in the
light of the millions killed in the first phase of the revolution about the 'guilt' of the Jews,'
Hohmann said, according to a copy of the speech obtained by The Associated Press. He said
'it would follow the same logic with which the Germans are described as a guilty people.'
Christian Democratic lawmakers voted 195-28 to boot Martin Hohmann out of their caucus.
The party acted Hohmann, 55, publicly apologized but defied party demands to retract his
remarks. The scandal grew when Germany's special forces commander, Brig. Gen. Reinhard
Guenzel, was fired for writing a letter to Hohmann praising his "courage" for making the
speech. However, things were righted somewhat when in December 2003, Germany's
parliament unanimously condemned all forms of anti-Semitism: Germany's parliament
"observes with great concern that anti-Semitic resentment are palpable not only among fringe
groups but far into society," the resolution said, though it emphasized that the majority of
people in Germany reject anti-Semitism.

A survey published Nov. 20, 2003 by a German magazine showed that latent anti-Semitism
in Germany has risen to 23 percent from 20 percent five years ago.

Incidents in Belgium both "significantly increased" in 2002, and involved the spread of hate
literature on the Internet, arson against Jewish properties and physical assaults. The Belgian
police recommended that, to avoid the violence, Jews lock themselves in their homes and stay
put.

Across the board, Belgian coverage of the Israel-Palestinian lacked balance. The Flemish
television channel Kanvas, for instance, followed its news broadcast of the Pesach massacre
in Netanya with a documentary in which a Flemish woman who married a Palestinian talks
about the difficulties of life under occupation. A similar profile of Flemings living in the
Palestinian Authority territories was aired more recently. Yet no Flemish journalist has ever
sought out Flemings living in Israel and interviewed them about the difficulties they
experience.

In August 2002, a Muslim group in Denmark announced that a $30,000 bounty would be paid
for the murder of several prominent Danish Jews. Jewish parents were told by one school
principal that she could not guarantee their children's safety and were advised to attend
another institution. Anti-Israel marches have turned into anti-Jewish riots. One organization,
Hizb-ut-Tahrir, openly calls on Muslims to "kill all Jews . . . wherever you find them."
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In Russia, anti-Jewish signs were rigged with explosives so that they injured the person
taking them down.

In Kiev, skinheads attack a synagogue, beating a teacher and his 14-year-old son. In 2004
reported anti-Semitic attacks rose dramatically. In Russia the number of violent incidents
increased from 4 to 55 and in Ukraine from 15 to 44 in the past year.

In Britain, France, Germany and Italy, about 1,000 people in each country were asked, “In the
dispute between Israel and the Palestinians, which side do you sympathize with more?” In

none of the European countries did more sympathize with Israel.

Condemnations of Israel came from Turkey, Cyprus,366 South Africa and many other parts of
367
the globe.

In 2003, fifty-nine percent of Europeans felt that Israel is a larger threat to world peace than
North Korea, Iran or Afghanistan.

One in two Europeans believe that Jews are not loyal to the countries they reside in outside
Israel.

Europe continues to express horror for the Jewish dead in the holocaust while hating the
Jewish living. The former is a type of moral cleansing which paves the way for the latter.

Between 2002 and 2004, negative attitudes toward Israel rose in most Western European
countries, especially in the Netherlands, Belgium and Germany, where little more than 20%
of the population remained pro-Israel. Anti-Semitism rose sharply and then decreased in
Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Germany, Italy, Spain and Switzerland. In the United Kingdom
it shot up to 24% compared to 18% in 2002; the Netherlands experienced a slight rise to 9%
vs. 7% over that period. Two years after initially hesitating to respond to a series of violent,
anti-Semitic attacks across Europe in 2002, the EU countries began to try to resolve the
situation. For 2003, anti-Semitic attacks were down over 2002, though still much higher than
a few years before. Sweden had reported several incidents; Ireland and Portugal had only a
few. Anti-Semitic incidents were found to be "relatively rare" in Greece, Italy, Spain and
Austria, the report concluded, but added that there existed a "popular anti-Semitism" in
everyday language including "conspiracy theories of Jewish world domination."

Israel’s involvement in the European Union’s $1.5 billion research and development fund
was put in doubt when French social scientists refused to conduct a peer review of Israeli
counterparts, and Norwegian veterinarians rejected a request to supply a DNA clone sample
to a Jerusalem research institute. Several Norwegian supermarkets imposed a boycott of

365 In Germany, 24 percent sided with Israel and 26 percent with the Palestinians, a difference that fell within the

poll's margin of sampling error of plus or minus three percentage points. But in the other three nations, the
Palestinian side was preferred, 36 percent to 19 percent in France, 30 to 14 in Italy and 28 to 17 in Britain. While
in a companion poll in the United Sates, 41 percent sided with Israel to 13 percent for the Palestinians.

366 The Cypriot parliament similarly used the word genocide to denounce Israel’s actions.

367 Turkey, which had conducted military exercises with Israel, still sided with the Palestinian terrorists. Prime

Minister Bulent Ecevi stated: "Not only Arafat, but all of the Palestinian state is being destroyed step by step. In
front of the world's eyes, a genocide is being committed,"” he told a meeting of his political party. (Note: there was
at that time no Palestinian state.) A few days later, Ecevit, under intense diplomatic pressure, said his words were
misunderstood. They merely reflect his concerns over the events in the Middle East, he added.
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Israeli products while others labeled Israeli imports clearly so customers could choose not to
buy them.

The political echelons also climbed in. Many leading European politicians called for a break
in trade ties with Israel, amongst them Belgian foreign minister Louis Michel. Britain,

Germany and France all imposed a military embargo on Isracl.” The press went even
further. An editorial cartoon in the London Times had Prime Minister Ariel Sharon in a dance
with death: the caption reads, “Mr. Sharon will do what has to be done!” And a caricature in
Spain’s El Mundo depicted Sharon as a wolf, his large incisor teeth tearing into a Palestinian
keffiyeh. In Italy, state-run television stations cried only over Palestinian deaths while
playing down Israeli deaths. In giving the number of Israelis killed since the beginning of the
Second Intifada (four hundred twelve), a noted daily newspaper found it appropriate to
underline in capital letters that more people are killed in their traffic accidents. (Six hundred a

year).

Although most violent incidences were caused by Moslems, blatant anti-Semitic statements
have been frequently made by leading and ‘respectable’ European thinkers, composers and
politicians. The most outrageous statements were made mainly against Israel and its support
of the Palestinians, but often included the Jews in general. Irish poet Tom Paulin versified
against the "Zionist SS (2002), Gretta Duisenberg, the wife of the president of the European
Central Bank, quipped that she would seek six million signatures for her pro-Palestinian
petition, Portuguese novelist and Nobel laureate Jose Saramango, on a "solidarity" visit with
Yasser Arafat, equated Ramallah with Auschwitz. Greek composer Mikis Theodorakis said
that the Jews are the root of all evil. German lawmaker Martin Hohmann accused the Jews of
being behind Bolshevism's atrocities.

In December 2002, the United Nations General Assembly's annual debate on Israel ended
with the adoption of 19 resolutions opposed only by Israel, the US, and a handful of Oceanic
nations. The resolutions range from denouncing Israel's presence in the West Bank and Gaza
Strip to calling for an annual exhibit at UN headquarters on Palestinian rights. The UN has
an International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People.

The number of anti-Semitic incidents in Canada more than doubled in the past two years,
according to a new report issued by the League for Human Rights of B'nai B'rith Canada. In
its 2003 Audit of Anti-Semitic Incidents, the league noted that there had been 584 recorded
episodes targeting Jews in 2002, the highest number in the 21 years of the audit's existence.
The figure for 2003 marked a 27.2% increase over 2002, and a rise of more than 104% since
2001.

Federal authorities have also been targeting the Canadian branch of Magen David Adom,
seeking to cancel its tax-exempt status because some of the ambulances it has donated to
MDA here are used in the territories, as if geographical distinctions should be drawn when it
comes to saving human lives.

368 The European Parliament voted 269 to 208 with 22 abstentions in a non-binding resolution calling for EU

governments to impose an arms embargo on Israel and to suspend relations in the EU-Israel Association
Council, the formal forum for talks on trade and political ties.
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And yet, when it came to terrorist groups such as Hizbullah, Canada's authorities showed far
less alacrity in clamping down on their activities. In October, Prime Minister Jean Chretien
went so far as to attend a conference in Lebanon alongside Hizbullah leader Sheikh Hassan
Nasrallah. Then, on November 27, when the Canadian government announced that it was
adding six terrorist groups, such as Hamas, to its list of prohibited organizations, it incredibly
refused to include Hizbullah. Only once B'nai B'rith Canada took the government to court
was the Chretien administration embarrassed into reversing its decision.

In October 2002, Canadian Customs briefly confiscated newsletters defending Israel's right to
exist on the grounds that "they may constitute obscenity or hate propaganda."

The Canadian government also contributed to the problem. In early October, the Canadian
Customs and Revenue Agency confiscated newsletters published by the Ayn Rand Institute
entitled In Moral Defense of Israel, claiming they had to determine whether the material
constituted "hate propaganda." The newsletters were released a few days later.

Saskatchewan Indian leader David Ahenakew referred to Jews as a "disease" and sought to
justify the Holocaust, asserting, "The Jews [expletive] near owned all of Germany prior to the
war. That's how Hitler came in. He was going to make [expletive] sure that the Jews didn't
take over Germany or Europe. That's why he fried 6 million of those guys, you know." Only
after coming under a wave of criticism did Ahenakew apologize for his remarks.

The most serious incident occurred in July, when David Rosenzweig, an Orthodox Jew, was
murdered outside a kosher restaurant in Toronto by a neo-Nazi skinhead.

In April, 2004, vandals fire-bombed the library St. Laurent branch of United Talmud Torahs
(UTT) elementary school, leaving anti-Semitic notes. Prime Minister Martin said, "The
assault was not directed against the Jewish community of Montreal. It is an act of violence
directed at all Canadians and one to which we must collectively respond."

Canadian anti-Semitism has a long history, it seems. The Canadian government had pro-Nazi
sympathies during the 1930s. Brian Mulroney, who served as Canada's leader from 1984 to
1993, said that Canadians, proud of their history of tolerance and diversity, in fact "have little
to be smug about." Wartime prime minister William Lyon Mackenzie King, for example,
lionized Hitler in his diaries and Canada refused to accept Jewish immigrants seeking to
escape Nazi Europe. After the war, he said, an immigration official refused to accept refugees
into the country, declaring, "None is too many."

Malaysian Prime Minister, Mahathir Mohanad actively advocated an economic boycott of the
Jewish nation. Throughout the 1980's Mahathir spoke of international newspapers critical to
his regime as being controlled by Jews, and of Zionist plots to undermine his government.

Malaysia also banned Steven Spielberg's movie, Schindler's List, as Jewish propaganda as
well as Spielberg's epic cartoon 'The Prince of Egypt', the tale of Moses.

"The Jews rule the world" said Mahathir Mohamad, the prime minister of Malaysia, at the
opening of the assembly of the 57-nation Organization of the Islamic Conference. "We are up
against a people who think," he said with grudging admiration of the Jews. "They survived
two thousand years of pogroms not by hitting back but by thinking. They invented socialism,
communism, human rights, and democracy so that persecuting them would appear to be
wrong, so that they can enjoy equal rights with others. With these, they have now gained

Page 114



Appendix A: Anti-Semitism — ii. Recent anti-Semitism

control of the most powerful countries, and they, this tiny community, have become a world
power."

There is more: "We need guns and rockets, bombs and warplanes, tanks and warships for our
defense. But, because we are discouraged from learning of science and mathematics as giving
no merit for the afterlife, today we have no capacity to produce our own weapons for our
defense." There is a kernel of truth in this last sentence, but it is surrounded by a thick layer
of paranoia and envy. None of which precluded the foreign minister of Egypt, Saudi Arabia's
Crown Prince Abdullah, and high-profile delegates from many other Muslim countries from
endorsing the comments. Even President Hamid Karzai of Afghanistan applauded Mahathir's
nutty view of history.

The European Union was about to insert into its 19-page overall summit document two
sentences criticizing the speech: "[Mahathir's] unacceptable comments hinder all our efforts
to further interethnic and religious harmony, and have no place in a decent world. Such false
and anti-Semitic remarks are as offensive to Muslims as they are to others." Not quite true,
these last words, sadly. Still, we get the intention. But the EU only speaks in unison, and
President Jacques Chirac objected that there was no place in an EU declaration for a
statement of this kind. The prime minister of Greece also objected. So the EU, which
scrutinizes and criticizes Israel's every official word and deed, is now silent about a primitive
and ugly declaration that won the plaudits of nearly every Muslim government in the world.

In June 2003, Officials of Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad's party gave out
translated copies of US industrialist Henry Ford's anti-Semitic book "The International Jew"
to delegates at the annual United Malays National Organization (UMNO) conference in
Kuala Lumpur. Ford's book, first published in Ford's own newspaper, "The Dearborn
Independent' in the 1920s, was inspired by and contained sections from the "Protocols of the
Elders of Zion".3%* The Malaysian prime minister has frequently used Jews as a scapegoat for
political and economic setbacks. He blamed Jews for his country's 1997 financial meltdown.
The "Protocols" purports to be the secret transcription of a Zionist Congress that met in
Switzerland in 1897, as taken down by a Czarist spy and first published in St. Petersburg in
1903. At the meeting, Jewish leaders allegedly discussed their plans to establish Jewish
'sovereignty over the entire world." The Protocols includes their boasts of being 'invincible'
and plans to establish a 'Super-Government Administration' that will 'subdue all the nations.'
In fact, "The Protocols" is a malicious fabrication forged by the Russian Czarist secret police,

369Henry Ford spent a lot of his own money to get the Protocols translated into English and distributed in
America as widely as possible. The Protocols became the second biggest selling book in the United States in the
1920s and 1930s (after the Bible). The Ford Motor Company's plant in Dearborn, Michigan, had a sign posted in
its parking lot: "JEWS ARE TRAITORS TO AMERICA AND SHOULD NOT BE TRUSTED BY GENTILES.
JEWS TEACH COMMUNISM, JEWS TEACH ATHEISM, JEWS DESTROY CHRISTIANITY, JEWS CONTROL
THE PRESS, JEWS PRODUCE FILTHY MOVIES, JEWS CONTROL MONEY." Henry Ford was not the only
one. There were others. There were several conservative Christian political parties which were strongly anti-
Semitic, for example, William Pelley's "Silver Shirts." An anti-Semitic newspaper, Gerald B. Winrod's The
Defender, had 110,000 subscribers. These American anti-Semites were fledgling fascists. Under the guise of
patriotism, they championed the idea that Jews were the underlying cause of the economic woes of America --
such as the stock market crash of 1929 -- because it was the Jews who controlled business and banking. This
kind of anti-Semitism rivaled that of Europe in the same period, but unlike Europe never took hold with the same
fatal consequences. But all this Jew-hatred did set the stage for the appeasement of Hitler when he took hold of
power in Germany. It also was one of the primary reasons why America did not do more to save the Jews once
they began to flee the Holocaust.
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the Okhrana, in about 1898-99. Henry Ford endorsed the book, and his own variation on it,
and saw to its propagation in media outlets owned by his Ford Motor Company.

In his book, Ford wrote that the Jews were "a people that has no civilization to point to, no
aspiring religion, no universal speech, and no great achievement in any realm". Ford paid for
the first German translation of his work, which soon became a favorite of Adolf Hitler's.

In the year 2004 there were 532 "anti-Semitic incidents" - defined as malicious acts toward
Jews - including 83 assaults. This was a record high.

In April 2004, the European Union released its report showing a rise in European anti-
Semitism. Jewish organizations condemned it for downplaying the role of Muslim extremists.
The report showed that hatred of Jews was on the increase in countries such as France,
Belgium, the Netherlands, Britain and Germany. European Parliament President Pat Cox said
that "The documented rise in anti-Semitic attacks flies the face of the fundamental principles
on which the EU is founded."

For several years after the outbreak of the current anti-Semitism in Europe, European
politicians were in complete denial. In 2003, the EU's ambassador to Israel said that he was
"not willing to agree" that there has been a rise in anti-Semitism in Europe. At the same time,
Ambassador Giancarlo Chevallard said he did know for a fact that there has been a rise in
attacks against Muslims. The EU's refused to publish its own commissioned report on anti-
Semitism in Europe which blamed fundamental Moslems, instead producing a report 6
months later (March, 2004) which blamed white skinheads instead.

However, at the end of April, 2004, 600 delegates from 55 governments and NGOs (and
including US Secretary of State Colin Powell) met under the auspices of the Organization for
Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) to review the alarming global upsurge of anti-
Semitism. The latter adopted a resolution urging governments to enact laws forbidding hate
crimes, educate youth against racism and anti-Semitism, and train police to recognize and
respond to hate crimes.

The very act of holding such a conference in Berlin, in the foreign ministry building where
the Nazis housed their Central Bank, conveyed an important message. It signaled that at long
last European leaders had come to the realization that the oldest disease had to be taken
seriously.
All this led US News and World Report editor M Zuckerman, to write that:
Europe is sick again. The memory of 6 million murdered Jews is no longer
inoculation against the virus of anti-Semitism. The historical anti-Semitism
denying individual Jews the right to live as equal members of society has horribly
coalesced with a new version of antisemitism that denies the collective expression
of the Jewish people, namely Israel, to live as an equal member of the family of
nations. Somehow anti-Semitism in Europe has outdone every other ideology and
prejudice in its power and durability. Fascism came and went; Communism came
and went; anti-Semitism came and stayed. And now it has been revitalized. In
Belgium, thugs beat up the Chief Rabbi. In Britain, the left-wing journal the New
Statesman depicts a large Star of David stabbing the Union Jack. A mural in a
Scottish church depicts a crucified Jesus surrounded by Israeli soldiers. In Italy,
La Stampa publishes a Page 1 cartoon of a tank emblazoned with the Jewish star
pointing its gun at the baby Jesus, who pleads, “Surely, they don’t want to kill me
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again.” In Germany, the Free Democratic Party has unofficially adopted
antisemitism as a campaign technique to attract Germany’s sizable Muslim
minority.”

Israel seems to be absorbing Europe’s lingering anti-Jewish feelings.

How do they do this? By applying two of the oldest anti-Semitic techniques: the
double standard and moral equivalency. Double standard. Europe demands that
Israel acts as if it has to win the “moral man of the year” award just to defend
itself. This has effect of implicitly denying Israel the right to the same measures of
self-defense that any other state would. European detractors turn every Israeli act
of defense into its current euphemism: crimes against humanity.

Witness the almost hysterical reaction in Europe to a nonexistent massacre in
Jenin, even as it failed to pay attention to the cumulative massacres of civilians in
Israel. The Guardian newspaper in London. Jenin was every bit as bad as 9/11.
Witness Europe’s virtual acquiescence in the Word Conference Against Racism
held in South Africa, where Israel, the only democracy in the region with a
program of civil rights and full Arab participation in government, was accused of
genocide, ethnic cleansing, racism, and apartheid, while the vicious racism of the
Middle East and Africa was ignored.

Next, is the moral-equivalency trap. When Israel responds to terrorism, Europe
treats it as if the response and the terrorism are morally equal.

Of course, the point of the double standard and moral equivalency is to create the
impression that Israel is an illegitimate state, among the world’s worst human-
rights violators, and thus legitimize the extinction of a state the Arabs have never
accepted. Amoz Oz, before the Holocaust,, European graffiti read “Jews to
Palestine,” only to be transformed in modern times into “Jews out of Palestine.”
The message to Jews, notes Oz, is “Don’t be here and don’t be there. That is,
Don’t be.”

Europe seems to be unconscious of the virulence of the campaign of lies against
Israelis where teachers fail even to acknowledge its existence in history texts and
maps in the schools subsidized by Europeans!

In April 2005, the Association of University Teachers (AUT), a trade union and professional
association for more than 48,700 higher-education professionals in Britain, imposed a boycott
on Bar-Ilan and Haifa universities. They did this in a blitz procedure timed, on the eve of
Pesach, to exclude Jewish members from the conference. No time was given for discussion.
An executive union meeting heard unanswered orations against Israel by Sue Blackwell and
Shereen Benjamin, both lecturers at Birmingham University. They labeled Israel a "colonial
apartheid state, more insidious than South Africa," called for the "removal of this regime" and
depicted Israeli universities as "repressing" academic freedom.

The speeches were met with applause before AUT executive president Angela Roger cut
short the session and moved to deny a right of reply to opponents of the motions. "Lack of
time" was cited as the reason preventing challenges to the motions from being heard.

AUT boycotted Bar-Ilan for maintaining academic relations with the College of Judea and
Samaria in Ariel, considered an "illegal settlement" in the "occupied territories". In response,
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Bar-Ilan's Internet site published a list of academic institutions in the Palestinian Authority
that had relations with Bar-Ilan until 2000370,

It 1s probable that the boycott is illegal, in light of the fact that the lecturers' trade union is
forcing the universities to break contracts and cancel projects and conferences, and is
preventing employment of people who have already been promised jobs. Moreover,
boycotting individual students and lecturers because of their nationality is discrimination -
forbidden by university charters.

The faculties of Oxford, Warwick and Sussex universities faculty were the first to reject the
boycott of Haifa and Bar Ilan universities. Then the Scottish AUT to pass a motion calling for
dialogue between Israeli and Palestinian trade unionists.

The just-repealed boycott of two Israeli universities by Britain's Association of University
Teachers (AUT) was reminiscent of the UN's infamous "Zionism is racism" resolution of
some three decades ago.

Most bizarre was their timing. Unlike the situation 30 years ago, Israel has peace treaties with
two Arab states and less formal ties with others. Since 1993, Israel and the Palestinians are
pro forma embarked on a peace track. Israel agreed to relinquish much of the territory it
controls since its 1967 victory in a war of self-defense.

We are happy this boycott was short-lived. Yet it wasn't an unfortunate isolated incident nor
the AUT's first attempt. Its instigators vow that it will not be their last.

In a statement, the American Jewish Congress said: “Not since the Nazi university boycotts
of Jews has there been so far-reaching an encroachment on academic freedom.”
The boycott was proposed by a group of radical extremists who deny Israel’s right to exist.
The British boycott is the latest example of anti-Israel and anti-Semitic behavior in Britain.
Among recent incidents, London Mayor Ken Livingston refused to apologize to a Jewish
reporter for calling him a “Nazi concentration camp guard,” but according to the Simon
Wiesenthal Center, “rolled out the red carpet for Sheik Qaradawi, the Qatar-based imam
whose fatwas sanction female Palestinian suicide terrorist attacks.”

A month after the vote, however, the AUT was forced into an emergency session to revote.
The original vote was overturned by a two-thirds majority. The chairman of the AUT,
however, refused to call the new vote a victory of any sort, for academic freedom or against
anti-Semitism.

According to the annual Anti-Defamation League "Audit of Anti-Semitic Incidents", a total
of 1,559 anti-Jewish incidents against Jews and Jewish institutions were reported in the
United States in 2002, a slight increase from the 1,432 incidents in 2001. The increase on
campus was higher, at 24%. The number of anti-Semitic incidents in the US remained
virtually unchanged in 2003, even as New York saw a 17% spike and college campuses

370 The University of Haifa was boycotted for purportedly restricting the academic freedom of llan Pappe, a
senior lecturer in the department of political science. However, Pappe later admitted AUT's claims against Haifa
are baseless and that the boycott's real aim is to stop Israeli "occupation”.
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experienced a marked decrease in anti-Jewish attacks. With 1,557 anti-Semitic incidents
across the US in 2003 was found to have leveled off after increasing 8% in 2002. While
harassment was down by 9%, vandalism was up by 18% over the previous year's numbers.
Campus anti-Semtisim decreased 36%.

The Henry Ford Foundation: Henry Ford was an anti-Semite, and he spent a good deal of his
money facilitating the mass production of hate against Jews. The Ford Foundation, as it
happens, no longer has ties to the Fords themselves. But the foundation carries on the
patriarch's legacy nonetheless. The foundation, it turns out, has spent millions bankrolling
dozens of Palestinian groups that have been in the forefront of the anti-Jewish and anti-Israel
campaign now spreading around the world. The Ford Foundation has funded Palestinian
nongovernmental organizations that helped turn the anti-racism conference in Durban in 2001
into an orgy of Jew-hatred. What's more, the foundation has also given money to
organizations with ties to terrorists. Under duress from the Treasury Department, which
requires that funders know how their money is actually spent, Ford (and other donors)
commissioned an audit by Ernst & Young of one grantee that revealed improprieties so great
that nobody could reasonably tell whether it had been buying bombs or books.

In 2004, Ford and Rockefeller foundations issued new stipulations forcing grant recipients to
agree not to promote bigotry, terrorism, violence or any nation’s destruction. Columbia,
Cornell, Harvard, MIT, Princeton, Stanford, Yale, and the Universities of Chicago and
Pennsylvania sent the foundations a letter charging that the stipulations threaten their First
Amendment rights of protected academic speech. Ford’s new grant conditions were created
after a JTA investigative series last October, “Funding Hate,” revealed that Ford was funding
some Palestinian non-governmental organizations that promoted violence against Israel and
helped foment anti-Israel agitation at the 2001 U.N. World Conference on Racism in Durban,
South Africa.

With the Ford Foundation long working to escape the shadow of Henry Ford’s anti-Semitism
and a growing political furor over the JTA series, the foundation pledged to scrutinize its
grants more closely and impose new guidelines.

Around the world, conspiracy theories blaming Jews and Israel for all sorts of things
continued to abound. After the disintegration of NASA space shuttle Columbia in early 2003,
the internet was full of online hate speech blaming the Jews for the tragedy. The claims on
Web sites, chat rooms, bulletin boards and e-mails, included allegations the US and Israel
destroyed the Columbia to divert attention from the Iraq conflict, that Israeli astronaut Ilan
Ramon was a spy, and that Jews and Israelis were complicit in the shuttle's downing in order
to gain sympathy for Israel.

In February 2005, an organization representing up to half a billion Christians worldwide
encouraged its member churches to divest from companies that participate in "illegal
activities" in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. The central committee of the World Council of
Churches, which represents more than 340 Protestant and Orthodox churches in more than
120 countries, announced the decision toward the conclusion of the governing body's meeting
in Geneva.

It specifically noted the "process of phased, selective divestment from multinational
corporations involved in the occupation" now being implemented by the Presbyterian Church
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(USA). "This action is commendable in both method and manner, [and] uses criteria rooted in
faith," the group said in a statement.

"Multinational corporations have been involved in the demolition of Palestinian homes, and
are involved in the construction of settlements and settlement infrastructure on occupied
territory, in building a dividing wall which is also largely inside occupied territory, and in
other violations of international law being carried out beyond the internationally recognized
borders of the State of Israel determined by the Armistice of 1949," the statement continued.

"The WCC governing body encouraged the council's member churches 'to give serious
consideration to economic measures' as a new way to work for peace, by looking at ways to
not participate economically in illegal activities related to the Israeli occupation. In that
sense, the committee affirmed 'economic pressure, appropriately and openly applied,' as a
'means of action."

Peter Weiderud, the WCC's international affairs expert, noted that the committee had taken
into account recent positive developments in the peace process, but, as the body itself stated,
"illegal activities in occupied territory continue as of a viable peace for both peoples is not a
possibility."

Apparently seeking to preempt criticism of the move as anti-Semitic, the WCC's central
committee "framed" its recommendation by "recalling" its statement in 1992 that "criticism
of the policies of the Israeli government is not in itself anti-Jewish."

The one exception was this. After initially wavering, President Bush II came out in strong
support of Israel,371 as did the broader U.S. public. So did the Republicans overall. Support
amongst the Democratic Party, however, was muted or absent.

American Conservatives, however, generally supported Israel. The editorials of The Wall
Street Journal and The Washington Times; the columns of Charles Krauthammer, George
Will, Irving Kristol, John Leo, Bill Kristol, and Michael Kelly — all came out solidly in
support of Israel. So too did the Christian right.

371 300 USA congressmen sent a letter to President Bush urging him to rethink America's relations with the PA.

Members of official PA security services were committing terrorism with impunity, they claimed, and the PLO had
again run "summer camps" that provided weapons training to 30,000 youths. President Bush, who in the earlier
days of the military campaign repeatedly stated Israel’s right to defend itself from terror, did an about turn one
day and, without warning, demanded that Israel leave all West Bank towns immediately. When he saw that he
was being criticized by even his own party, he sent Deputy Defense Secretary Paul D. Wolfowitz to a huge
Washington rally in support of Israel. (Mr. Wolfowitz is Jewish. Mr. Wolfowitz’s father escaped Poland after World
War I. The rest of his father's family perished in the Holocaust.)

372 Clinton himself, no longer president, took the Palestinian side that "there cannot be a cease-fire without a

withdrawal" and equated Arafat and Ariel Sharon as "bull-headed." Democrat Tom Daschle, Senate majority
leader, then blocked a bipartisan resolution by Senators Mitch McConnell and Dianne Feinstein to designate the
P.L.O. as a terrorist group. Democrat Joe Biden refused to allow Bibi Netanyahu to appear before Senate
Foreign Relations. The former prime minister's purpose was to call attention to Sharon's acceptance of — and
Arafat's rejection of — the U.S. proposal for a cease-fire that would have saved hundreds of civilian lives. This
forced Joe Lieberman to go against the Democratic leadership. He said Bush's call to stop the counterattack
"muddled our moral clarity" in the war against terror. Even formerly pro-Israel Al Gore, refused to take a stand in
favor of Israel, preferring to fall silent.
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In March of 2003, the U.S. House of Representatives overwhelmingly - 411-2 - passed a
resolution this week congratulating Israel on its "free and fair elections" of the previous
month.

However, on the campuses and in the liberal media it was a different story. Here, pro-
Palestinian biases reigned supreme. More than 100 anti-Semitic incidents, including graffiti,
vandalism, hate speech, and violence occurred on U.S. campuses between January and April
2002 alone. Many campuses maintained public silence on anti-Semitic incidents.

In 2002, 70 campuses across the USA had coordinated pro-Palestinian Yom HaShoa events.
In Berkeley, 79 pro-Palestinian protestors were arrested when they stormed into a classroom
after a rally. The Berkeley Hillel was broken into and four students were beaten up. There is
much greater force on the pro-Palestinian power than on Jewish power. In Canada, the Arab
countries pour $10 million into student activism.

At the University of Texas at Austin, the University of Michigan and the University of
California, Berkeley, students dressed like Israeli soldiers have set up mock checkpoints on
campus to "harass" students playing Palestinians.

In the Bay area, anti-Israel protests have been the norm for decades. After being surrounded
by a mob of students shouting, “Hitler didn't finish the job,” and “Get out or we’ll kill you,”
pro-Israel students at San Francisco State University finally found an ally in the university
president who asked the local district attorney’s office to help bring pro-Palestinian hate-
mongers to justice. One staff member reported: “As the counter-demonstrators poured into
the plaza, screaming at the Jews to ‘Get out or we’ll kill you” and ‘Hitler didn't finish the
job,” one Jewish Hillel staff member “turned to the campus police and to every administrator
I could find and asked them to remove the counter-demonstrators from the plaza, to maintain
the separation of 100 feet that we had been promised. The police told me that they had been
told not to arrest anyone, and that if they did, ‘it would start a riot.” I told them that it already
was a riot.” The San Francisco Police then had to be called who marched the pro-Israel
people to the campus Hillel House and posted a guard at the door.

This culminated two years of posters around campus equating Zionism with racism and Jews
with Nazis, and pictures of cans of soup labeled “Canned Palestinian Children Meat,
slaughtered according to Jewish rites under American license.”373

An increasing number of students in universities and colleges say that they fear reprisals if
they challenge prevailing pro-Palestinian, anti-Israel views. If they argue that Israel has the
right to exist, they are often greeted with threats, even physical assault.

In some cases, the pro-Palestinians wore yellow Magen David stars, drawing parallels
between the victims of the Nazis and the Palestinians. Exhibits displayed in the student union

373 Jewish students on Canadian campuses have also been particularly hard-hit with a string of anti-Israel and
anti-Semitic incidents. In September 2002, a riot broke out at Montreal's Concordia University forcing the
cancellation of a speech by former Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu. During the melee, a Holocaust survivor
was physically assaulted and kicked in the groin.

In Concordia, Montreal they had occupation day, when pro-Palestinians dressed up as lIsraeli soldiers and
harrassed people, asking them for ID. Harvard had a similar thing in Harvard yard, simulating Israeli soldiers
beating up women. Unlike twenty years ago, many of the Arabs today are very Americanized and speak with a
fluent American accent. They are much easier to identify with.

On December 2, Concordia's student union voted to revoke the status of the Jewish student group Hillel as a
recognized campus organization and suspended its annual funding. This has prompted Concordia Hillel
members to file a civil suit against the student union.
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of Detroit’s Wayne State University said that Israelis are “the murderers of innocents,” “US
taxes to massacre Palestinians must stop,” “It is our Aksa not their Temple,” and “Zionism is
Racism.”374

Anti-Israel activity on US campuses in spring 2005 has been at its highest level since the
outbreak of the second intifada and has successfully pushed through three divest-from-Israel
resolutions, according to Israel on Campus Coalition (ICC) Executive Director Wayne
Firestone.

During Pesach, the delegate assembly of The Association of University of Wisconsin
Professionals, which represents the faculty and staff at all 25 University of Wisconsin
branches other than the flagship Madison campus, overwhelmingly approved a resolution
urging the university system to divest from companies that help Israel "perpetrate human-
rights abuses against Palestinian civilians."

In two state systems, Michigan and Wisconsin, a spate of resolutions yielded some victories
for the pro-divestment camp. At the end of February, the Student Government Senate of the
University of Michigan-Dearborn unanimously called on the system's Board of Regents to
"create an advisory committee to investigate the moral and ethical implications of the
university's investments in companies which directly support and benefit from the ongoing
illegal Israeli occupation."

Divestment drives at many of the country's leading universities, from the University of
California at Berkeley to the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, hit their peak at the
height of the Israeli-Palestinian violence prior to the construction of the security fence and the
death of Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat.

Campus observers have recently said that hostility to Israel and anti-Semitism had cooled on
campuses. Firestone agreed that the general campus climate towards Israel and Jews has been
"quieter" than in other post-2000 years, but stressed that the pro-Palestinian groups have
redoubled their efforts. He said this spring the first connection that he's heard of had been
made between community-based divestment drives and campus action, as Harvard hosted a
conference on the Presbyterian divestment movement three weeks ago.

Many campuses now have divestment campaigns, targeting companies which do business
with Israel. Petitions for divestment have circulated at more than 50 campuses. In the
University of California system, more than 7,000 students and faculty members have signed.
A pro-divestment group at Princeton has singled out 16 companies as targets, including
General Electric, IBM and McDonald's. At the University of Texas, a small group of about
10 students meet once a week to look over the school's investment portfolio, hunting for
companies that do substantial business with Israel. Students sympathetic to the Palestinian

374 At the University of Michigan, about 50 protestors, some with arms tied and mouths gagged, paraded mutely
through the Ann Arbor campus. One young man, clad only in underwear, bore a sign saying he was representing
the “Palestinians who were asked to strip naked by the Israeli Army, forced to lie on their stomachs and then
taken to an unknown location.”

At Ohio State University, about 60 protestors lined a campus sidewalk that faces a busy Columbus thoroughfare
and chanted: “Stop the hate. Stop the crime. Help save Palestine.” Some also wore yellow armbands.
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cause have been circulating a petition around the Austin campus since July, calling on the
university to sell off the stock of those firms. Some of the divestment activists come from the
anti-globalism movement or from campus groups for Muslim students. A few of the groups,
like those at the University of Michigan and U.C. Berkeley, take pains to point out that they
have Jewish students among their supporters

Jewish-Muslim tensions heightened this year on California College Campuses. Jewish
students were afraid to join online discussion groups for Jews at the University of California,
Irvine. "People told me they didn't want to go in because they're afraid of being identified as
Jewish on campus, and being targeted," said Mahler, 20, a senior who's president of the
campus chapter of the Jewish fraternity Alpha Epsilon Pi. Mahler made it sound as if his
college experience had been the equivalent of attending a German university on the eve of
World War II. "A few quarters ago, I took a Holocaust history class and it was really
frustrating to see the way Jews were constantly vilified, made unequal to their peers," Mahler
said. "To read that in a textbook and then walk around campus and still see that happening to
us... makes me feel like there hasn't been too much progress."

Problems stem from increasing strife with Muslim students and the failure of university
administrators to intervene.

The situation drew the attention of the Zionist Organization of America, which filed an 11-
page complaint on October 11 with the U.S. Department of Education's Office of Civil
Rights, claiming students at the state-run campus had been subject to anti-Jewish vilification,
intimidation and harassment. The organization, best know for aggressively opposing Israeli
territorial concessions and waging public campaigns against media outlets and institutions
that it deems anti-Israel, recently stepped up its legal advocacy in the United States.

In its complaint, the ZOA claims that the situation for Jewish students began to deteriorate in
2001 as "student groups registered with and supported by the university began presenting
speakers and publishing information on campus that was plainly intended to incite hatred of
Jews and of Israel." The complaint cites articles in Alkalima, the campus' Muslim student
magazine, equating Zionism with Nazism; a sign reading "Israelis love to kill innocent
children," which remained on campus despite complaints to administrators, and incidents of
threats and near-violence involving Muslim students and supporters of Israel. It cites that
during an annual "Zionist Awareness Week," sponsored by the Muslim Student Union,
students carried signs likening Ariel Sharon to Adolf Hitler and displayed an Israeli flag with
blood dripping from it.

The situation on campus improved somewhat in 2003, after Jewish and Muslim students met
with administrators and agreed to put certain images, statements and means of protest off
limits. The conflict escalated in 2004, when a model of the Israeli security wall built by the
Society of Arab Students was burned to the ground one night. Administrators called it a hate
crime and launched an investigation. Jewish students complained that no such investigation
happened when someone tore apart a Holocaust memorial on campus, or when someone drew
a swastika on a table bearing materials from Jewish student groups; these events occurred
within a few days of each other in 2003.

Muslim students graduating in 2004 planned to wear green stoles displaying Shahada, the
Islamic declaration of faith, at graduation. Jewish student groups complained that Shahada
also could be an allusion to martyrdom. The administrator spent most of the time attempting
to convince Jewish groups to issue a statement endorsing the Muslims' right to wear the
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stoles. Graduation went off without any confrontations, but Jewish activists were upset with
the university's approach to the situation.

The more liberal media like The Washington Post, ABC-Disney, the BBC and CNN, turned
the Arab aggressor into the victim in the early days of the Intifada. The average viewer of
CNN might well have concluded that what was going on in the West Bank was as bad,
perhaps worse, than what happened in Grozny, Srebenica, Halabja, and Hama. He might also
have concluded that Sharon is every bit as bloody-minded as Vladimir Putin, Slobodan

Milosevic, Saddam Hussein, and Hafez Assad.”” Ted Turner, the billionaire founder of CNN,
accused Israel of engaging in “terrorism” against the Palestinians.

Under immense pressure, CNN finally announced that they would no longer interview the
parents of suicide bombers.The LA Times published a cartoon of two Chasidic looking Jews
praying at the Kosel. The stones of the Kosel has been made to read the word “Hate,” and the
caption read, ‘Praying to their G-d.’

Virtually every major American newspaper, including the Times and the Inquirer, have
decided, as a matter of policy, that members of Palestinian terrorist groups — such as Hamas,
Islamic Jihad and al Aksa Martyrs Brigade — should be called "militants" rather than
"terrorists."  All of the newspapers and broadcast networks that refuse to call Palestinian
killers of Israelis terrorists have no compunction about calling the 9/11 murderers terrorists.

Christine Chinlund, ombudsman of The Boston Globe asserts that “we should not resolve the
argument over whether Hamas is a terrorist organization." Both the Boston Globe and the
Washington Post are prepared to call specific Hamas attacks "terrorist" attacks, but insist that
to attach this label to the group or its members would be wrong. All the papers, however, call
al-Qaida a terrorist organization. Getler, ombudsman of the Washington Post, explains the
distinction by asserting America's innocence in contrast to Palestinian resistance to a
"humiliating Israeli occupation." In other words, according to Getler and those who agree
with him, Israelis deserve to be blown up in cafes and buses, but Americans do not deserve to
be killed.

375 Israel lodged an official complaint of biased reporting to the CNN ethics commissioner in Atlanta. Says

Gideon Meir, the official in charge of the Foreign Ministry’s PR effort: "We complained to one of the networks that
for six hours they turned to Palestinian spokesmen as if they were network reporters in the field, giving their
accounts of what was going on, with no questions asked." Other networks also interviewed mainly Palestinian
spokesmen, without any Israeli counterpoint or with a lone Israeli official coming on after a battery of Palestinians.
Amongst them are Sky News and the BBC. And there were only the barest references to the Netanya Pesach
Seder suicide bombing 48 hours earlier, in which 22 people were killed — the blast that triggered the military
onslaught.

The military operation, and the TV coverage it got, highlighted some of Israel’s operational and PR dilemmas. For
example, when Israel goes into Palestinian territories with large forces or uses pinpoint-accurate state-of-the-art
weaponry, whose effect is precisely to minimize civilian casualties, the image is of a Goliath against the
Palestinian David, and the natural tendency is to side with the underdog. Worse, says Meir, when Israel attacks,
its PR faces the nigh impossible task of countering images with words. "When a tank goes into Ramallah, it does
not look good on TV," he says. "Sure we can explain why we are there, and that's what we do. But it's words. We
have to fight pictures with words." In fact, says Tami Allen-Frost, deputy chairman of the Foreign Press
Association and a producer for Britain’'s ITN news, "the strongest picture that stays in the mind is of a tank in a
city."

Israeli officials have been trying to convince the Europeans, without success, that their sympathy for the
underdog is not doing the Palestinians any favors. It only encourages more suicide bombings and stronger Israeli
military responses, the officials argue. Although all European countries condemned the suicide bombings, their
fierce criticism of Israel’s response seemed to imply that Palestinian terror was somehow a legitimate part of a
national liberation struggle, a struggle for freedom and statehood.
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The liberal press rarely condemns Anti-Semitism outright. For example, when outgoing
Malaysian prime minister Mahathir Mohamad openly attacked the Jews, and this was in turn
praised from Middle Eastern leaders ("A brilliant speech," gushed Iran's "president"
Mohammad Khatami), New York Times op-ed columnist Paul Krugman, wrote a column
trying to put Mahathir Mohamad's hatred in a sympathetic context, something he would
never do for a Christian zealot who slurred Muslims.

Nov. 4, 2002, ANDREA LEVIN'S EYE ON THE MEDIA: New Yorker bests Times on anti-
Semitism:

That bombing (in the Buenos Aires Jewish Community Center), on July 18, 1994, took the
lives of nearly 100 people, but the story never made the front page of The New York Times. It
is relevant to remember that America's newspaper of record has admitted it failed to give the
Holocaust anything like the public exposure it warranted as the slaughter was underway.

In too many ways, the newspaper's retreat from covering resurgent "genocidal anti-Semitism"
resembles its abject record of 50 years ago. Yet the paper recently ran a front-page story on
Egypt's airing of an Egyptian-produced dramatization of the anti-Semitic "Protocols of the
Elders of Zion" during the Muslim observance of Ramadan. Let us hope this bit of honesty at
the 7imes in covering Arab anti-Semitism was not a solitary event.

Media hostility turned around somewhat in mid- 2002, things started turning around as
Newsweek, The New York Times and others began to produce articles sympathetic to Israel.
CNN officially changed its policy on the Middle East, and, in an extraordinary show of
contrition by CNN, the network showed its five-part "Victims of Terror" series. The shift in
emphasis was produced in part by a public outcry combined with the threat of boycotts.
CNN was being flooded with as many as 6,000 complaining emails per day. A campaign to
cancel subscriptions produced noticeable results for The Los Angeles Times, The New York
Times, the San Francisco Chronicle, and the Chicago Tribune. CNN promised never to air
interviews with the families of suicide bombers, and offered loud mea culpas for mishandling
an interview with terror victim Hen Keinan. Washington Post ombudsman Michael Getler
has been forced publicly to address the issue of anti-Israel bias in some 10 columns. The New
York Times, Chicago Tribune, and Boston Globe have all featured lengthy news stories
concerning the issue of anti-Israel bias, including their own.

Until the last century, antisemitism was primarily local — by Germans at German Jews, by
French at French Jews — for the harm that they allegedly inflicted on their countrymen.
However, in most of Europe today, the domestic "Jewish Problem" is all but dead. Only
fringe elements in Germany, France and elsewhere believe that local Jews are causing great
harm to their non-Jewish neighbors.376

Instead, the focus of the animus against Jews has shifted overwhelmingly to Jews of other
countries — of Israel and the United States — as the alleged central moral and material
culprits of the international arena. Zionism has become, for many, a mythical entity, a
destructive agent in the world, and anti-Zionism has become interwoven with anti-
Americanism to the point where Russian nationalist politicians can express their fear of
American domination by saying that Russia is in danger of being "Zionized."

376 Daniel Jonah Goldhagen, Forward 2003
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The center of anti-Semitism and directions of its transmission are also new. In the previous
eras of anti-Semitism, the demonology about Jews flowed first from the Christian, and then
the European, center to the periphery. Today, there are many anti-Semitic centers and
multidirectional flows from Europe, to the Middle East and elsewhere, and back. Essentially,
Europe had exported its classical racist and Nazi anti-Semitism to Arab countries, which they
applied to Israel and Jews in general, suffusing it with the real and imagined features of the
intensive local conflict. Then the Arab countries re-exported the new hybrid demonology
back to Europe and, using the United Nations and other international institutions, to other
countries around the world. In Germany, France, Great Britain and elsewhere, today's
intensive anti-Semitic expression and agitation uses old tropes once applied to local Jews —
charges of sowing disorder, wanting to subjugate others — with new content overwhelmingly
directed at Jews outside their countries and their continent.

The imagery characterizing global anti-Semitism is new. Rambo Jew has largely supplanted
Shylock in the anti-Semitic imagination. The sly and stealth corrupting Jew of the first two
eras of anti-Semitism, now armed with his new military and political power, has become the
subjugating, brutalizing and killing Jew, either doing the dirty work himself, as in Israel, or
employing others to do it for him, as the Jews, fantastically, are said to do with the Bush
administration and the "East Coast" establishment is purported to do with the United States
generally.

An emblematic image of global anti-Semitism is of Donald Rumsfeld wearing a yellow star
inscribed with "sheriff," followed by a cudgel wielding Ariel Sharon who is flanked by a
golden calf. That this scene, expressing the putative global nature and predations of the
Jews, was created for an anti-globalization demonstration in Davos is no mere coincidence.

Global anti-Semitism has other important and new features, including its instantaneous,
global transmission through the Internet and by television's biased stories and inflammatory
images of Palestinian suffering, which are incorporated into the anti-Semitic narrative; its
unification of elements of the European left and right, and its semi-concealing cloak of anti-
Zionism.

Perhaps most distinctive, though, is the unmooring of anti-Semitism from its original sources.
It is detached from Christianity, even if there are still powerful Christian sources of anti-
Semitism. It is detached from its 19th-century European sources of nation building, reactions
against modernity and pseudo-scientific notions of race and social Darwinism, even if that
era's demonology is still potent in somewhat transposed form.

e-  The far right

The most disturbing expression of the far right, from a Jewish point of view, has been the
resurgent neo-Nazism in Germany. In April 1998, the German People’s Party (DVU) won
13% of the vote in local elections in Saxony Anhalt. Members of the party also sit in
Brandenberg’s state parliament. Party leader Gerhard Frey produces publications minimizing
the Holocaust through distorted comparisons to other genocides such as “the 90 million
Indians who were destroyed in the United States, 100 million Russians killed under Stalin’s
regime and 50 million slaughtered during the Mao era. He has criticized Israel for its greed in
demanding more and more reparations money. “Germany is the victim of a Jewish plot that is
forcing it to continue to compensate the Jews.”

Eric Silver in the Jerusalem Report (November 22, 1999):
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Radical nationalism in Western Europe did not disappear with Hitler’s defeat and the spread
of peace and prosperity. Instead, more and more people across the continent, fighting to
preserve their identity against disappearing borders and multiculturalism, are voting for far-
right parties. And while their main targets are foreign workers and Third World immigrants,
Jews, too, are feeling the heat.

A Jewish shop-keeper was sweeping the sidewalk outside his Vienna store a few days after
the far-right Joerg Haider’s stellar showing in Austria’s October election when an old man
accosted him. “Hitler forgot you,” he snarled, “but Haider will clear you away now.”

In Zurich, Christoph Blocher, whose Swiss People’s Party scored almost as well as Haider’s
(see “Jews Raise Their Guard,” page 70), said in the wake of his triumph that Jewish threats
to boycott Swiss banks over Holocaust restitution claims seemed as incomprehensible to the
Swiss as the 1930s Nazi slogan “Don't Buy Jewish.”

In the Belgian city of Ghent, only the intervention of the mayor stopped Flemish Bloc ultras
staging a rally on November 9 to celebrate the 61st anniversary of Kristallnacht, the “Night of
Broken Glass,” when Nazis thugs smashed Jewish property throughout the Third Reich.

In both Austria and Switzerland, the far-right parties are now the second largest parties in
their two countries with 27 and 23 percent of the vote, respectively. In both countries, as well
as in Italy, these parties are now official government coalition parties. And Austria and
Switzerland are not the only European states at risk. Radical right parties are on the march in
France, Italy, Belgium, Scandinavia and the former Soviet Union. Surprisingly, perhaps,
Germany is not among their ranks. Unlike Austria, it has made an effort to come to terms
with history.

At present, the problem now is xenophobia, racism, extreme nationalism, and not anti-
Semitism. People are not sure where their leaders are taking them, or whether they want to go
there. They are worried by EU regulations allowing citizens of any one member country to
live and work in any other member country. “The European Union will probably expand to
the east,” Sternhell explains. “Poland, Hungary and the Czech Republic are the first
candidates for joining. A lot of people, mainly among their immediate neighbors, Germany
and Austria, are not very happy at the prospect of seeing Hungarians, Czechs and Poles
having the right to live in their countries on the basis of equality. ... The foreigner, the other,
is still synonymous with danger. The presence of populations like Muslims in France or
Holland, which wish to preserve their cultural and religious identity, only adds to the
tension.”

However, although Jews are not the ones being targeted now, Jews are always vulnerable.
Jews can survive only in a liberal and open society. They cannot survive in a society
conceived as a tribe, as a closed family. For radical nationalists, a Jew cannot be considered
as belonging to the family, first of all because it is a Christian family. The Jew still represents
something different, and being different means presenting a danger to the native.

The experience of Austria’s 12,000 Jews in the weeks before and since the October 3 poll is a
bitter antidote to any lingering complacency. Community president Ariel Muzicant reports a
huge increase this fall in hate mail and threatening phone calls to Jewish leaders and
institutions. “It's about 10 times the norm,” he says. “In addition, there have been about 80
direct attacks on Jews — insults, pushing, spitting and so on.”

Muzicant said: “A dam has been broken. It’s now possible again to say certain things which a
few months ago were frowned upon. The election advertisements and the things that certain
politicians said have led to this in the past few months.”
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Despite his insistence that he is not anti-Semitic, Haider’s party website contains links that
lead to openly neo-Nazi sites. Challenged on this, he claimed that they had been inserted by
hackers. Israel, for one, takes that with a pinch of salt. “It’s nonsense,” snorts an official. “If
it was hackers, they could have cleaned it up in an hour. We brought it to their attention a
month ago, but the links are still there.”

Still, the Roman Catholic establishment, a potent force among Austrian conservatives and
one that may stiffen its resistance to Haider’s chauvinism, has come out four-square against
resurgent anti-Semitism. The head of the church in Austria, Cardinal Christoph Schoenborn,
warned his flock that “he who sows the wind will reap the whirlwind.” Bishop Helmut
Kraetzl of Vienna urged Christians to “do everything possible so that hatred of Jews is finally
torn from the hearts of the people.” He added: “What happened to the outrage and shame
with which we used to look back at what happened after 1938?”

f- Russia

An Anti-Defamation League survey of anti-Semitism in Russia, released September 21, 1999,
revealed that a whopping 44 percent of Russians hold strong anti-Semitic views.

According to ADL national director Abraham Foxman, “The deep pessimism among the
Russian people about their country and the high level of anti-Semitism are a bad
combination, in light of Russia’s centuries-old anti-Semitic tradition.” He added, “We cannot
forget that the most vicious anti-Semitic canard, The Protocols of the Learned Elders of Zion,
was a product of Czarist Russia.”

The survey found that Russians embrace a wide range of stereotypes about Jews, including
58% who said that “Jews have too much power in the world of business;” 49% who said
“Jews in Russia these days exercise too much power;” 38% who felt that “Jews, more than
others, are ready to use unscrupulous means to achieve their aims.”

The survey found that, unlike the US, where propensities for anti-Semitic beliefs are
especially pronounced within certain demographic groups, anti-Semitic beliefs in Russia
appear to be spread more evenly throughout the population.
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ii- Statements against the Chosen Nation idea

There are many nations that claim to have been chosen. The Japanese flag, for example,
shows a white background with the picture of the sun. This illustrates that the whole reason
that the sun exists is for Japan. Yet, nobody minds that claim. Other than sinister fascist
claims, the only objection has been to the Jewish claim. This is because the Jewish claim is
the only one that people take seriously, as having a basis in reality. Pnynw)

a- Jewish

J.H. Brenner377: I would blot out of the prayer book of the Jew ... “Thou hast chosen us” in
every shape and form.

Mordechai Kaplan (founder of Reconstructionist movement): Modern-minded Jews can no
longer believe ... that the Jews constitute a Divinely chosen people. Therefore he changed the
word chosen to the word vocation. (Chosen implies purpose. Since according to him we are
no longer chosen and no longer have a purpose he therefore talks about the Jewish people as
having a vocation). The blessing for being called up to the n7n he changed from wavna qwx
oonyn 9on to Asher Kairavnu La'avodato378.

b- Non-Jewish

Bernard Shaw, when asked for his opinion of the Nazi theories of racial purity and racial
contamination, replied that the fault of the Jew is his “enormous arrogance” based on his
claim to belong to G-d’s chosen race, that the Nordic nonsense is only an attempt to imitate
“the posterity of Abraham,” and that the anti-Semites do not see how “intensely Jewish” is
the Nazi theory of race pollution.

H.G. Wells also saw in the Jewish theory of election a similarity of the racial pride on which
Nazism was based.

In the Chicago (Protestant) weekly, the Christian Century: The Jew’s offense is that he
regards his religion as a racial monopoly ... The Jews display no desire to convert either
Protestants or Catholics to Judaism, preferring to remain a separate entity within and for
themselves; they do not wish to defile themselves through religious union with “Gentiles;”
they believe, in other words, that members of other “inferior” races are not worthy of
becoming their co-religionists ... Why do we send our missionaries to the most far flung and
wildest wastes, even to cannibal tribes, while you do not undertake to convert to your faith
your nearest neighbors379.

The error of the Jews is exposed in the New Testament ... a fatal error of looking upon a
momentary spiritual eminence as a privilege conferred upon them by an everlasting
covenant380.

377 Hebrew poet

378 Quotes from Between Silence and Speech, N.T. Lopes Cardozo, pg. 39

379 Quotes taken from Hayim Greenberg, The Universalism of the Chosen People; re-printed in Midstream,
March 1973. See also Between Silence and Speech by N.T. Lopez Cordozo pp. 36-39 for further quotes by Jung
and others.

380 A. Montegu, Toynbee and History, pg. 137
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In Spengler’s view, civilizations are foredoomed to death. Civilizations go through the spring
of early origins, mature into the summer of the greatest physical achievement, grow into the
autumn of great intellectual heights, decline into the winter of their civilization, and finally
die. ...

In contrast to the cyclic view, we have Toynbee’s “linear” concept as expressed in his Study
of History. Toynbee holds that a civilization is ... an origression — an evolution — from lower
to higher forms. ...38!

Since the history of the Jews did not fit into either Spengler’s or Toynbee’s systems, Spengler
ignored it and Toynbee reduced it to an occasional footnote, describing the Jews as fossils of
history.

381 Max I. Dimont: Jews, G-d and History, pg. 22
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APPENDIX B: SEVEN NOACHIDE LAWS

I- The seven laws
ii- Seven roots — many branches
ii- Other laws
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The first man (and woman) received a prophetic revelation to keep six of the Noachide
mitzvos,382 something which G-d also told to Moses on Mt. Sinai.”™ In addition, he received
a command not to eat from the Tree of Life. Some say that he was also commanded to eat
from all the other trees. Adam HaRishon and Chava, who were operating at a very high
spiritual level, were able to achieve through these two mitzvos the same level of spirituality

Jews today achieve through the 613 mitzvos.”

Later, after Noach left the Ark, eating meat became permissible. At that stage, a seventh law,
. .. . 385

that of not eating the flesh of a living animal, was added.

Hashem had created a new beginning to the world through Noach, after the flood, and

civilization began anew during his time. Thus, although only the seventh mitzvah was given

to him, they are all called the seven Noachide laws.

. . .. . 386
These mitzvos are the basic minimum which man needs to belong to the natural order ~ and

e . . . 38
to civilization, and the means through which mankind was able to connect with G-d. ’ They
are therefore relevant for all mankind for all time. Even the Jews, whose acceptance of the
Torah superceded the Noachide laws, were commanded to keep the seven Noachide mitzvos

. .. 388 .
until Maamad Har Sinai.  Three of the mitzvos, 17y 71 no7a , 11y "5 are between man and
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Appendix B: Seven Noachide laws

These laws actually comprise a comprehensive legal, ethical and spiritual system. In addition,
the Noachides may be obliged to keep any law which conforms to straight logic, something

. 390 . . .. .
akin to natural law.  According to this latter opinion, for example, Noachides would be
commanded in honoring their parents, for every society is capable of appreciating the

. . . 391
importance and the correctness of doing this.  In fact, the Gemora states that when the
nations of the world heard the Jews being commanded in Kibud Av Ve’em, they recognized

the truth of the Ten Commandments,392 a recognition which many nations give expression

until this very day.

No legal system can detail every situation which is likely to arise. Therefore, it is also

required of non-Jews that they develop their minds in order to apply them to serving
393 . .

HaShem  and through this to add appropriate rules.

A non-Jew who keeps these seven mitzvos is called one of the righteous gentiles of the world
394 . . : e
and gets the World to Come.  Judaism is therefore unique in the opportunities it gives to
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The Maharal continues to show how each group of three addresses one of the three dimensions of man, his soul-
intellect, his body and a combination of both:
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393 Rav Avraham Gruzinsky, Toras HaSechel HaEnoshi:

The development of one’s sechel and the ability to think straight is demanded by Toras HaSechel in all one’s
Avoda having to do with one’s Midos and their Tikun ... and this is true of even a non-Jew who is not allowed to
learn Torah because it would considered theft if he did ... nevertheless they are allowed to be Osek in those
aspects of the Torah which deal with the Seven Noachide Mitzvos and when he does, he is like the Cohen Gadol
in the Holy of Holies.
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those who are not of its own faith and nationality. While Jews cannot choose whether they
are going to be Jews or not, a non-Jew has a choice. He can remain a non-Jew, keep the seven
mitzvos and get Olam Haba that way, or he can choose to convert, become a Jew and get his
Olam Haba the other way. In addition, a non-Jew who accepted the seven Noachide
commandments (in front of a y7 m2) in the time of the Ya» was called a avin 75 and was

entitled to live in the land of Israel. The Jews were obligated to guarantee his welfare.395

Though few in number, Noachides, those who keep the seven Noachide laws, have always
existed. Torah law allows such a person to become a Ger Toshav and to live on the land.
Noachides reached such numbers under Imperial Rome that the Roman government gave
396

them special status in law, with the influence of their beliefs felt all across the empire.

Another wave of interest began after the time of the Reformation, when the Thirty Years War
destroyed the old Catholic order. The center of this interest became Holland, where Jewish
refugees from Spain became close to the Dutch citizens who had fought to expel the Spanish
governors from their tiny country. Rabbinic scholars discussed with the Dutch all the issues
that confronted them in establishing their small state and securing its prosperity. Artists such
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396 The Seven Colors of the Rainbow: “They were known as “G-d fearers", Yirei Shamayim in Hebrew. In ltaly

and other western regions of the empire they were called by the Latin equivalent, metuentes. In the Greek-
speaking lands to the east, where they were much more numerous, they were known as phoboumenoi (fearers of
the One) or theosehei (worshipers of God). A memorial tablet found in the synagogue of Aphrodisiac in Turkey in
1976, commemorating donors to charity, has two separate groups of names: one is of Jews, but the other is of
Greeks, such as “Polychronios," “Apianos," ad “Athenagas," and it is headed with the words, “and also these
Fearers of the One ..."

“A similar inscription has also been found in the synagogue of Sardis, this time with three groups of names, born
Jews, full converts to Judaism, and observers of the Seven Laws. The “Fearers" are mentioned many times by
the Roman commentators and historians, often with sarcasm and mockery of their closeness to the Jewish world
and its ideas.

“Josephus describes the large non-Jewish community associated with the synagogue of Antioch, which was then
one of the largest cities in the world. The biographer Plutarch, in his Life of Cicero, describes how the great
lawyer-politician defended a free Rome accused of abandoning the pagan religion of the state in favor of “Jewish
practices" making clear that the accused had not in fact become a Jew.

“The satirists Petronius and Juvenal derided non-Jews who “act the part of the Jew," mocking at their reluctance
to be circumcised even after accepting Jewish truth upon themselves. Talmudic sources speak of a non-Jewish
king named Lemuel who was reproached by Rabbi Hanina for unseemly behavior with the reminder, “Your father
was a Fearer of Heaven." The Noachide observers were often well-educated people, sometimes members of the
Roman aristocracy, and they endured and answered the pagan wits with great patience and intellectual
distinction. The Roman Emperor Antonius, who enjoyed a close friendship with the Jewish sage Rabbi Judah the
Prince, was thought to have established the relationship on the basis of a personal adherence to the Seven
Laws. Josephus also mentions a King Iztes, who underwent a Jewish “conversion" without being circumcised
after discussions with a Jew named Ananias who lived within his kingdom of Adiabene in Mesopotamia.
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as Rembrandt joined in this discussion also, painting many portraits of the rabbis
397
themselves.

At this time several great jurists came to research the Noachide laws as a part of their effort to
establish natural law as a basis for international law. John Sheldon of England wrote a whole

. 398 .
book on the subject, and Hugo Grotius, the Dutchman, also referred to them as proof that
399
there have always been natural laws.

Rabbi Aaron Lichtenstein quotes the case of a Frenchman, Aime Palliere, who in 1900,
enquired of Rabbi Elijah Benamozeg of Leghorn (Livorno) in Italy whether to convert and
was instead encouraged by the rabbi to become a Noachide. “Could you suppose that the true
religion which God destines for all humanity is only the property of a special people? Not at
all. His plan is much greater than that. The religion of humanity is no other than
“Noachism.”... Can it be imagined for a single moment that after having concerned Himself
for so long with the descendants of Noah, God would give a special law to the Jews as his
“Kingdom of Priests” and then not trouble Himself further about the rest of the human race?
Would He thus leave them totally abandoned, without revelation and without law, abolishing
His ancient Noachide bond with them, so that they must rely for long centuries on their own
poor reason? Not even a mortal man would behave in such a way ...” Palliere was convinced.

There is even a USA congressional law recognizing the Noachide laws as “the bedrock of all
e e . 400
civilization.”

397 The Seven Colors of the Rainbow

398 The Seven Colors of the Rainbow: “The English jurist John Selden (1584-1645) was a Hebraist, a non-Jew
who knew the Hebrew language and read the Jewish source-books in the original ... He wrote a complete
exposition of the Seven Laws for the scholars of his time in his Latin work, De jure naturali et gentium, juxta
disciplinium ebraorum (“On natural and Gentile law, compared with Hebrew principles").

399 The Seven Colors of the Rainbow: “Grotius laid the foundations of modern international law in his De jure
belli ac pacis (“On the rights of war and peace"), where he quoted the leading Rabbinic writers extensively as
sources for the universal morality.

400 The congressional resolution of the Seven Laws was signed into law by former U.S. President George Bush

on March 20, 1991 (H.J. Resolution 104, Public Law 102-14)
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Appendix B: Seven Noachide laws — i. The seven laws

The seven laws are derived by the Talmud from the poa:

w (Y0:2 NPYNID) JIRN YN 12D Y D91 9INRY DINN JY DIPIN /1189
DTN I
own no1a' T
17% NAY: OPON
DYNT MY DTNN DY
NPIY NN ININD

O™ PN NY YO

410
NN I AN YONN 9ON

Even though this verse was directed to pwxan 07K, the seven laws are called Noachide laws
. . 411 .

after m either because the seventh law was only introduced to or because mankind
. 412

began again after n.

17R 18" 2IR7 21IR 137 PY 2210 INR? DTRN 2D 0N?R 718" R7T9 MKRT 1I071° 27 MR "2°0 "I010 27D 11 97 1"1710 409
NTIAV 1T 0128 NINT* N ‘71 00 2131 IR R171 131 DON D372 77 /71 71271 192 NIR 71X 10K VN2 1"NUT "2 IR R 191171771
MMV "17273 17 INKR? 121 OTRA 0T 1910 INIR X111 131 T™NT N13°90 17 0TRA 20 TVINR 0128 17 170" ®? IR X171 131 0°201D
3 MM AR K21 23RN 73R 213 21130 PD 230 IR WR? AN INRN 12271 MUK NIR U 1707 17 MKR? IR X171 1931
1"17T 1T 0'12R 072213 NTI2Y 171%™ RITR "IN PNRT "27 /MR
7177 21092 NNIR 1712101 02870 MEN7N DAOO 172p TUN 23R TR 111 10971 1°21 01700 178 12 P07 1NM2: 2"D0 2 1K1 11D
.07212 TN"?7V 7ML 1n'01
410?3&11 23X 11”7 :11 1"1TNI0 Maun, asks why we need a prohibition of "nin 1m 12ax for the First Man, since he was
not allowed to eat any meat from any animal. However, had there been no additional prohibition of ni 1m 12y,
then only those animals which he had to kill in order to eat would have been prohibited; however, those animals
that had died of their own accord would have been permitted. Therefore the prohibition of "nin 1m 128 was added
to prohibit eating also from those animals. ® ‘i1 03721 "?2in n”9 0717 holds that 11wx11 0TR was in fact only
commanded in 6 ;n1x¥n M1 was given the seventh. (As the 171 explains (1”nT& 1”7 :01 1"1TN10), the permission to
eat of all the trees (except nuTn Pv) in the words of 23xn 223x perforce excluded all meat including "nin 11 12R).
4m As per 071n7's nu'w that Adam HaRishon was commanded in only six Mitzvos. The law prohibiting the eating
of the limb of a living creature ("N 1n 12K8) was not applicable since, according to the Rambam, it was prohibited
for Adam Harishon to eat any meat. Tosafos holds that Adam HaRishon was allowed to eat meat — he just was
not allowed to kill animals. But if they died of their own accord, then it became permissible. Therefore, it was also
necessary to command him concerning Eiver Min HaChai.
412 _—
See ?7R1112R, beginning of M1 ‘9
The Seven Colors of the Rainbow, Rabbi Yirmeyahu Bindman: “And G-d gave the rainbow seven
distinct colors - to remind men and women of the Seven Commandments that lay behind the
covenant, the laws that will bring all of humanity to merit their ultimate redemption.”

Page 137



ii- Seven roots — many branches

. . o413
However, these laws are only general principles and translate into many details.  For
example, it is prohibited for a non-Jew to learn n7n. This is either an act of theft or a sub-

category of an illicit relationship.414 Rabbi Aaron Lichtenstein'  counts a total of 66 separate
myn in which Jews are commanded that have parallels subsumed under the seven Noachide
laws."

Possibly the most comprehensive of the Noachide laws is the law of justice. In

its narrower sense, this law requires the establishment of courts, laws of

evidence, etc. However, the Ramban and in particular the Ramo understand

this as a requirement to establish a comprehensive legal system. This would

include in particular laws relating to financial relationships between people,

e.g., laws of theft, of hiring, renting and custodianship, of damages, loans,

SIRMAN X2 - TAN MXN 712°Ni1 190 413
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(and if you are going to say that they are commanded on nwi w1T"p then there are eight n1xn)
¢:TD 17ITNI0) 1717712R 221 17117 K827 712 TR

i.e., the seven translate into many specific commandments.

414
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The M%7 1Ny explains that we do not literally mean that such a non-Jew would be put to death because the verse

is only an xnonox. Therefore the 07an1in v 211 910 79 0"27N 771 states:
JINI 'R 22X 1T 20 AN 27T RIAW 17MKR 10707

The most lenient opinion in this is the *1"&n and wx1n MooIn:
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415

The Seven Laws of Noah, pg. 89
416

Theft 16
Justice 19
Homicide 1
Illicit Intercourse 10
Limb of the Living Creature 2
Idolatry 10
Blasphemy 8

He points out that if one will take the ratio of commandments which Jews have today (271 according to the 190
Jxpin mixn) to these 66, one emerges with a ratio of 4 to 1.



Appendix B: Seven Noachide laws — ii. Seven roots — many branches

ete.”" Non-Jewish judges judging non-Jews may be obligated to be learned in
418

Noachide law.
The opinion of the Ran is, however, that non-Jews are commanded in these seven (which he
defines as all negative) as well as two positive ones, to give charity and to do work on

Shabbos."” The prohibition for a non-Jew to work on Shabbos is considered a positive

mitzvah, because the non-Jew is being told to do something active.” (The Binyan Tzion
wrote that for a non-Jew to do anything requiring exertion is tantamount to him not keeping
Shabbos, even if he does not break any melachos. Additionally, he adds, the time frame for
the non-Jew is from the morning until the next morning, not from the morning to the night.)

According to Rabbi S.R. Hirsch, the three overall principles for non-Jews are: 1)
acknowledgment of the Unity of the Creator. 2) Truth as the key to the inner revelation of the
human soul. 3) The rulership of humanity over animal life. Additionally, non-Jews are also
subject to the prohibitions against cross-breeding of species, learning Torah apart from the
seven laws, and constituting a new religion.

417
JmT? NhUR121"INT
NIRRT 1212 "1"T2 MK MY 228 ,7222 7291 7129 222 17T 2'WIN7 137X 1170 NXN D202 N1 "12? 1IN0 170 "NUT 207
1M 112 RX1"I1 1IN0 TIPN "1°T1 71121 M20 1771 172N 22001 1°R1 N1AR1 ANgn1 011R1 0 Imun "1°T1 1700 10071 puin
2R7W* MYRIW 11770
The ' W - ®"N7 - takes this even further, TN 1" IRNW WD
The 172n1 does not concur with this view, requiring the setting up of a judicial system and its implementation

only.

418
This would include the study of those Gemorrahs, particularly in Masechta Sanhedrin, which discuss these

laws. A Noachide who studies these laws is considered as holy as a Cohen Gadol.
:(M7IMN TN3N TN? R2W 17T T'NUN7 ®2W) 7"10 1180 710 1nin

207 "D 0MIATIM TaT 2" WIR D0 8"9 ‘D 0N20 MXN 0wl 1172 07177 2°W1A7 0'11%N 1"1 04T 07321 ‘2712 N"12 1701
0?7 7170w 12270 0°1°T2 1710 IN2N2 001 UK

419
The Ran (12" 17T :11 1"1T10) states that only negative commandments but not positive commandments are

included. Rav Shach 2~xr1, in "71b "2ax® on v”9 0°37n, explains that 0"1"T too are considered a negative category.
According to the |"ann every monetary law included under n'2'T is a negative prohibition, whereas the 0”an1 who
gives a much more limited scope to 0"1"7 will hold like:
TNV WA ALY 01p IWN "7 .0"1 1T "'w
The &2 there explains that prohibition against keeping Shabbos although phrased negatively (maw" x?) is really
a positive commandment in that it requires the non-Jew to get up and do something positive, i.e., to do work.
Concludes the Ran:
JNAW? R21 APTRA T WD X0 "0 20 N1 1°27 ... 1007 &7 111810 DAV 70 07277 NI 112 1RXN)
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Appendix B: Seven Noachide laws — ii. Seven roots — many branches

. 421 .
Many commentators hold that the Noachide laws are natural laws  that are self-evident to
422 . . . . .
all,  and intrinsic to human nature, and are not exhaustive. A non-Jew, they hold, is
. . 423
obligated in every other natural law as well.

Since these seven are considered minimum standards of the human race, a Noachide who
424 . .
does not keep any of these gets the death penalty.  They are considered so obvious that he

does not need nx7nn, and only one witness is required.425 In many cases, this is much more
severe than the punishment a Jew gets for doing the same transgression. However, this may
only reflect a limited, earthly perspective. Rav Tzadok HaCohen points out that in cosmic,
spiritual terms, Jewish transgressions cause more damage and therefore the consequence to
the Jew himself is greater. However, when it comes to punishment by a human court, the
need to set minimum standards for the whole world with appropriate deterrents requires

Noachide laws to include the punishments that they do. "

421
121 ... "0 NT? 2179 1700 070 P71 X710 0020 11130 137 713 770 7277 (422 97 T 27 0712T) 1R :nd0 00

RT11201

422 As in Preamble to American Constitution: We believe these laws to be self-evident.
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17D N1 1M1TNI02 R7WInn says that only those commandments subsumed under the seven nnxn have the death
penalty and not any of the others we bring below. (Tn™ 1*'n 2&7W* 72nW 0”120 177).
Maharsha holds that even where the x1mJ says on these nn™ 11, it means 0w *7"'1. (However, 1pY" 11"V there
makes this into a np?2nn. The opinion that says that Moshe killed the Egyptian using nwin ow would indeed hold
like the Maharsha; the opinion that says that Moshe killed him with his fist, however, would hold that there he
ought to be put to death by an earthly court.)
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iii- Other laws

There are a number of "IN?/n¥y about which there are various opinions as to
7

whether ny »a may be 3»n or not:
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428 Although there is an opinion in :11 1"1TN10 that a N1 12 is prohibited in 01710, this is not the :n27n
112117 PIR21XIW 21T 0171°0 :27D 11 9T 1"1TI0

2D 27T M1 12 1°RT 1909 07123 0nn1 0°p019 2117 A"9p n21wn 0™n 1910 onn 0™Mon X210 (70 0 7Y Dot 19 n"Moa
o110

429
0”207 holds that non-Jews are not prohibited in m1wd whereas 772x1 holds that they are.
(T 720 17D 27N ®”'9 07IN)

According to 07an1, 1T0"7X engaged in 71w when he stated that the maiden that would offer him and his camels
a drink would be pnx™'s bride (since there is nothing wrong with 91wd, whereas 77281 holds that this was not
qiwd). (0w nwn qod)
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A ni1 11 is obligated to give npTX (181 1”7 :17 1™M17TNI0 1771 ) from the words 1"MuT" "3 but is not nn™ 11 if he

does not give (177, there). According to the 177, this is one of two positive commandments obligatory upon a ni1 12.

433
Although 1w 0TR and M1 were commanded in 1111 119, non-Jews are not commanded in this mxn today.

The 1 7° in (W1 1"1TMI0) says that this is because of the Tn?7n's principle that whatever is originally a
commandment to a M1 12 (i.e., before "1"0) which was not repeated at "1'0, is, after "1"0, obligatory upon Jews and
not upon non-Jews. Only where repeated at "1'0 (e.g., the prohibition against eating blood) does the original

commandment remain obligatory on non-Jews.u1 1"1TiI0.
M1 7127 R®?21 NINRI 2R7W*? "1"02 N0 ®?21 NI 127 10X 1121 172 "1°02 N"IWI1 NI 1122 NINRIL 71N 2D

For this reason Noachides are not prohibited in nwin 11, even though, according to one opinion, 1pVu* was a ni 12

at the time.
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Appendix B: Seven Noachide laws — iii. Other laws

435
non
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7
NI NYaN
Inventing new nmsn

Non-Jews are not allowed to make up their own religious practices or festivals, even if these
are Monotheistic.” Clearly, this law does not extend to the requlrements on a Noachide to
establish a system of justice and perhaps a whole legal system

In those mitzvos which Jews are commanded to do by the Torah where a Ben Noach is in the

. . 440 , .
parsha of that mitzvah, he can and will get reward as an nvw mnsnwx.  However, if he is
not in the parsha, which comprise a large part of the 613 mitzvos, he will not get rewarded for

a nmnn msn which he does.

The 171 brings two possible sources for this obligation. Either it is included under the prohibition of theft, in which
case the prohibition extends to not hitting his fellow non-Jew as well; or it is a unique prohibition prohibited T1wn
2RIW NWITR.

435
Rambam holds that 2xunuw- is obligated, paon, to do n?™:
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71720 12771 1°R1 "1'U1A 71701 231 1270 771107
w1 disagrees.
See below concerning 11N observance, for the further prohibitions against keeping the naw and study of n1n.
See N*'TIM?N 1"T917p"XIX under N1 12 pg. 11U for a discussion on whether N1 "11 are obligated not to bring an animal
which is a 12® 10110 as a 127p.
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Note: The 0”an1 is referring here to completely new religious practices. A m1 12 may observe many N1¥n as an
WD MmN 1R
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Above we brought the opinions of the 172n1 and the ®"n71 against the 07an7. It is not clear whether the issue

there and the one here are connected. 240
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Appendix B: Seven Noachide laws — iii. Other laws

There are two categories of Mitzvos which Jews are commanded in and non-Jews exempt
from. Category one are those Mitzvos where the non-Jew is exempt but could still have a
relationship with the Mitzvah as an nwyy NN N, and be rewarded accordingly. Examples
of this may be many interpersonal mitzvos like charity and business ethics. But, there are
other Mitzvos where the non-Jew is not only exempt from the Mitzvah, but has no
relationship with the Mitzvah (is not in the parsha). Here, the non-Jew would get no reward,
even if he were to do the Mitzvah. Examples of this may include Tefilin, benching lulav on
Sukkos (though maybe sitting in a Sukka belongs to the former category).

(There are other Mitzvos, like Torah-study, where it is prohibited for the non-Jew to do the
Mitzvah. See above.)
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APPENDIX C: EXCEPTIONAL RELATIONSHIPS

Introduction

a- IIITNY 11NN
b- NP AN
1- If a male »anm or »»ny converts to Judaism, although he is fully
Jewish, he is never allowed to marry a normal Jew
2- It is forbidden to initiate peace with these two nations
c- pIV)
1- D25 cannot become avin » . They either have to leave, stay in a
position of servitude or be killed
2- A »y» who converts has no marriage restrictions
3- We cannot identify o»yi> today
d- DOPINY
1- These have to be killed whenever encountered
2- Should they convert (in a situation where their identity was unknown

to the p7 1), they are fully Jewish
PANINY NNY NI I8N

DONNY v, Pony

a- Reasons for the need to destroy pony and to evict/destroy the ooyio
b- Reasons for the ooy
c- The status of pony today

d- Current status of the ooays




APPENDIX C: EXCEPTIONAL RELATIONSHIPS

i- Introduction

The nn and the sages proscribed the parameters of relationships with the following non-
Jews:

a- IMTNIY OINN

If a male or female »xn or »m7x converts, the first three generations, though fully Jewish,
cannot marry a normal Jew. Although this law is considered still current, there is no longer
any way of identifying an »m7x and therefore of applying the law. In the case of a »xn, there
is a dispute as to whether this law has practical application today or not*2.

b- sy panm

1- If a male »axm or »»ny converts to Judaism, although he is fully Jewish, he is never
allowed to marry a normal Jew*43

2- It is forbidden to initiate peace with these two nations#44
We cannot identify oaxm and omny today.
C-  Ow»

1- oy cannot become awin »i. They either have to leave, stay in a position of servitude or
be killed#4

2- A »yi> who converts has no marriage restrictions
3- We cannot identify o> today
d- opony

1- These have to be killed whenever encountered#46
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Appendix C: Exceptional relationships — iii. a0y 7 ,pony

2- Should they convert (in a situation where their identity was unknown to the p7 ), they
are fully Jewish

We cannot identify the original Amalekites today though some say that this is a concept
rather than a specific nation.

ii- #70aNm1 Y IDVTN I8

Of all these nations, the one that we suffered the most from was the »nxn. And yet the law is
most lenient in his case! Clearly then, these laws do not have to do with any sort of revenge
or similar such motive. Nor do the explanations given by the n7n about the »my and »axm
restrictions reflect the proportionality of their crime. In Jewish law, even a Jew who fails to
provide hospitality transgresses an nwy at most. o who are seen as intrinsic haters of the
Jews#*? and who are the perpetrators of all the pogroms, holocausts, crusades, etc. throughout
European history, are given a more lenient halachic status than those who didn't greet us with
hospitality! Nor is there any law to restrict any future nation that will commit any crime
against us from converting. Therefore, the nn is telling us that these nations developed
certain, very serious spiritual defects, defects that are a part of the spiritual, genetic
endowments of the entire nation, and which, in some cases, cannot be rectified.

The (n7an myn) onn 190 asks the obvious question. Can G-d have created a human being
who, as in the case of the »w> and the >pbny, have no purpose in this world and are doomed to
destruction? No, he answers. Things did not have to be this way. But the collective
commitment to evil by the entire nation over many generations ultimately led to this tragic
state of affairs.

iii- Do) Popy

The two greatest exceptions to Jewish tolerance of and concern for non-Jewish nations are
7ony and the seven Canaanite nations.

Of pony the nn says to wipe out any remnant and rememberance of them*49.

Of the seven Canaanite nations N7 n says not to keep alive any person from those nations439.

447 \We will explain under each nation the specific reasons for these laws.
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Appendix C: Exceptional relationships — iii. a0y 7 ,pony

These need to be seen in the context of the laws regarding other non-Jews. The
commandment to destroy the o»yi> could not have been simply an act of ethnic cleansing,
because Jewish law requires that we allow avin »j to live in the land*3!. Moreover, we are
required to guarantee their wellbeing®?2. We are required to respect the territoriality of other
nations. A non-defensive war against any nation was never permitted without the express
permission of n7apn through the oomm o»x. Therefore, the injunctions against these two
groups are clearly very specific and for very specific reasons.

a- Reasons for the need to destroy pony and to evict/destroy the o»yy»
Rabbi Uziel Milevsky:

We are required to go against our natural instincts and to destroy the o»yis. This is because
they are considered a 971. An unborn baby threatening his mother’s life is also considered a
9mn and is killed. Of course, the baby is not to blame for the situation and may be entirely
innocent, but still he is a 9mn.

As an analogy: there are two towns on opposite sides of the river and one is infected with a
fatal plague. A young, infected child from that town is on the boat crossing the river to the
other town. Thousands may die from this. The child may be innocent but must be killed.

Certainly, it is difficult for Jews, who are characterized as being o»nnn, to relate to such a
commandment433,

It is highly unusual for the n7n itself to give reasons for its commandments. Yet, in the cases
of both the o>pbny and the o> the N does explain the commandments+4.

The sin of the Amalekites was then:

i- They attacked the Jews for no reason — the Jews were not threatening their life or property
in any way.

ii- They went to great trouble to do so — they came from an enormous distance from across
the desert.

iii- They did so as a spiritual protest against the miracles that the Jews had experienced. They
therefore barbarically cut off the circumcisions of the Jewish males and threw them into the
air.

iv- Had they been victorious, their plan was to commit total genocide on the Jews.
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Appendix C: Exceptional relationships — iii. a0y 7 ,pony

v- To this end they had assembled a coalition of other nations and enticed them to join them
in battle435.

vi- They had a history of total and vicious anti-Semitism stemming back to their founder,
7oy (who had received this hatred in turn from yy).

vii- They had committed themselves to a value system which was totally antithetical to
anything good. For generations they had violated every ethical and spiritual principle.

viii- History showed that their survival only led to further corruption and to further attempts
at genocide over the Jews. yon was an >pony.

iX- pbny’s existence was ultimately the biggest 7 919n. pony is that force which, more than
anything else, gives people reason to believe that G-d, as we know him, does not exist. pony’s
existence, therefore, is in contradiction to the ultimate reality and purpose of this world. At a
time when that reality will be manifestly apparent, to the exclusion of anything else, pony will
perforce, have no place#3¢.

x- Unlike other challenges to Judaism, which developed sophisticated ideologies and
philosophies, pony’s whole philosophy was to undermine any sense that anything in this
world is of value. Other nations that had false ideologies could be challenged to transfer their
beliefs and commitments to the right source; pony had no sense of the importance of anything
that could be channeled in the right direction57.

xi- Because the Jews represented commitment to spiritual reality, G-d showed the Jews
clearly that it was their spiritual weakness which gave pony its strength#38.

b- Reasons for the o»w»o

Intermarriage, assimilation into their perverse society, adoption of their idolatrous
practices*.

The o> were the bastion of idolatry; they were the founders of polytheistic practices and
their primary ideological transmitters+¢0.
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456 As nwva put it:
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In a world which has always been primarily non-Monotheistic (even today) and which at one
stage had almost entirely forgotten the notion of the one G-d, the Jews single-handedly
reintroduced the concept. This was the single greatest contribution ever to civilization. In
order to achieve this, however, the Jews had to have a total commitment to this idea. In the
post ywxan oTx era, the G-d concept got lost because of what were initially small
compromises in Monotheistic belief*¢!. Therefore, the n7n gives a long list of prohibitions
against any form of compromise in this area. For example, in the »no we see the following
26 negative prohibitions:

We are enjoined against turning to idolatry, against following the thoughts of our hearts and
the temptations of what we see, and against imitating the practices of idolaters, even not for
the purposes of idolatry+62.

We may not use His name in vain463.

We may not serve idols; not kiss or bow to idols, not even in an act of service; we may not
make idols for oneself or others; we may not make any image of man464,

We are not to lead Jews to idolatry; not to rebuild a city so accused; not to enjoy from such a
city’s material possessions or to benefit from any idolatry or its embellishments+65.

We are not to prophesize falsely or in the name of idolatry; neither to listen to such a person
nor to fear killing him#6¢.

We may not seek the advice of, or engage in any acts, called >»y7 ,23x and #715m .
We are not to make a nayn or hewn stone to bow on or to plant a tree in the Temple68.

The commitment of the seven nations to polytheism and the corrupt values that accompanied
this went so deep and was so passionate that, given any clash between Jewish and Canaanite
culture, there was every chance that Canaanite culture would have won out*%®. They would
have bequeathed to the world idolatrous practices, which included 1ws where the service was
to excrete in front of it! We would have inherited a value system that would have included
laws prohibiting kindness to the stranger; peaceful co-existence with neighbors and many
other values which would have made the Nazis look tame.
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469 Therefore, according to the 17nu it was not enough for the n11N to demand their destruction (?"m n); the NN
had to additionally command us not to allow them to settle on our land un
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Appendix C: Exceptional relationships — iii. a0y 7 ,pony

This is not to say that attempts had not been made to reform the o»yy>. The best attempt was
made by wax oniax. He had all the tools he needed for success — holiness, charisma,
dedication, drive, wealth, prestige, and he spent the best years of his life walking up and
down o, preaching the doctrine of One G-d. In fact, his efforts were not without
considerable success: as time went on he attracted an increasing entourage of followers. But
in the end, the mighty culture of i eroded all his successes. By the very next generation,
they had re-assimilated. omian’s thousands, if not tens of thousands of converts, were
nowhere to be seen. pny> was to survey a totally barren, polytheistic scene once more+70.

Yet still, G-d did not give up on the »y»>. When he saw where on1an’s efforts were headed,
he promised him the land instead of the o»w)>, but only if those despicable people would
continue in their wickedness for a whole four more generations. Still they did not do nawn.

Given their huge cultural power to transmit their evil ethics they then became collectively a
9mA. The y71 of a 9mn applies even if the 911 is awv, 1.e., essentially innocent. Thus it applies
even if the 97 is an unborn baby, threatening the mother47!.

Even then, despite all this, the Judaic requirement of their destruction was only in the heat of
the battle. Two other choices faced the oy15472:

i- To make peace
ii- To depart
c-  The status of pony today

9mn tell us that 29mo mixed up the nations and therefore we do not know today, for
example, who is an »mMnx or an »m7x. Many authorities understand this to apply to pbny as
well. However, Rav Yoel Schwartz in nxwn (pg. 21), quotes the Yalkut Me'am Loez which
states that all who stand up to destroy the Jewish nation are part of Amalek; they just clothe
themselves as different nations throughout history+73.

d- Current status of the oy

470 The historian Yechezkel Kaufman has documented just how alien Monotheism was to the broader
environment of the Jews.
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Appendix C: Exceptional relationships — iii. a0y 7 ,pony

Since Sancheriv came and mized up the nations, we can no longer clearly identify who
the Kenaanim are. Therefore, says the Rambam, their memory has been destroyed and the
mitzvah to destroy them no longer applies474.
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APPENDIX D: OBLIGATIONS AFFECTING OUR
RELATIONSHIP WITH NON-JEWS

i- NPT NINIZDT NIT

As the saying of R. Hanina has it, a Jew must “Pray for the welfare of the government, for
were it not for the fear of it, man would eat his brother alive.”475 The Talmud adds that both
Jews and gentiles in all lands are morally obligated to establish an authoritative system of
courts#76. This principle was enshrined by o7ann in the 477 n7n mwn and the #7891y )now who
derive the authority of a state’s laws from its citizens’ recognition of the king as their
governor — “for the citizens of that land have accepted him, and have seen him as their
ruler.”47® R. Shlomo Luria comments with regard to the law of the state, “Its law is binding,
for if it were not so, the world could not stand, and would be destroyed.”480

R. Shlomo Zalman Auerbach wrote: Since it is obvious that every community seeks its own
welfare when it chooses its leadership ... therefore it is also true that all the citizens of a state
deeply want the kingdom and its laws to be revered, since this is for the good of the country
... for this reason, the law of the land is the law, even when the king is an idolater.48!

R. Moshe Feinstein was asked whether Jewish law permitted students to cheat on their New
York State Regents exams, or yeshivas to lie about the number of their students in order to
bilk the public purse out of funding for Jewish education. His response was adamant:

We are certainly commanded by G-d in his holy Torah not to take more than the government
has determined according to its rules, even if one can get more than has been allotted by
currying the favor of bureaucrats. All the more so is it forbidden to lie about the number of
students [in a yeshiva] and the like, which not only is theft, but also violates the far greater
prohibitions of the telling of lies and falsehoods, and the misleading of others-as well as the
desecration of the Name of G-d [Chillul HaSh-m] and the defamation of the Torah and its
students, and there is no way on earth to permit this. 482
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481 Ma'adanei Eretz, 20:13

482 Igros Moshe, Choshen Mishpat vol. 2, p. 242
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ii- #83 019977 NN VPN 2DTT

The ( o »n) nwn mx makes a distinction between a regular omayn npn and a Torah-
mandated one. In the case of the former, when the oy no longer act in that way, it becomes
permissible. In the latter case, the pin is intrinsic. Examples of this are wxn nxo nopn, nnnwn

PN, YPYP N2Ma, NV>w and NPT,
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APPENDIX E: MISCELLANEOUS

i- Language, phrases, quickies

Non-Jew rather than gentile.

How odd of G-d to choose the Jews; it’s not so odd the Jews chose G-d.

G-d’s choice of Israel was not for the sake of Israel but for the sake of mankind. (R' Cardozo)

Particularism ... is a conduit through which Universalism and equality flow ... (Without it)
they would have remained as abstract concepts. (N.T. Lopes Cardozo, pg. 87)

Jews are as racially diverse as there are races. (Yitzchak Coopersmith in UJS (English Union
of Jewish Students) booklet, ‘Fifty Days for Fifty Years’)



ii- Readings
a- Primary

™9 2N 1T T
The Handbook of Jewish Thought — Rabbi Aryeh Kaplan: chap 4, Israel

Rabbi Uziel Milevsky, Jew and Gentile: A Complex Relationship (Jerusalem Echoes, Ohr
Somayach Audio Library, M13): He describes the ywxan o8 non and subsequent ooxon of
moonn N7 and yp as sins of T2 mxn ,nxop. He shows how each of the max were ypnn each
one of these. He continues the historical unfolding from there until nwn.

b-  Secondary
¥: N IIND I

;1 mwn :o7ann all of first chap. of navy nmay Hn

On Judaism — Rabbi Emanuel Feldman (Shaar Press) — chapter entitled Jews and Non-Jews,
pg. 258.

Between Silence and Speech — Rabbi Nathan T Lopes Cordozo (Aaronson): pg. 35-48; 87-99
The Informed Soul — Rabbi Dovid Gottlieb (Artscroll): chapter entitled “The Chosen People”

The Eight Questions People Ask — Dennis Prager: Question 5, What is the Jewish Role in the
World?

The Final Resolution — Benzion Allswang (Feldheim): chapters 2-4
Discovery Booklet — Sction on the 7 Wonders of the Jewish People
Anti-Semitism —Prager and Telushkin

c- The Noachide laws
NI )2 TW : OTINON MTNIPININ

The Seven Laws of Noah —Rabbi Aaron Lichtenstein (The Rabbi Jacob Joseph School Press),
chapters 1 and 9

The Infinite Chain — Rabbi Nathan T. Lopes Cardozo (Targum), pps. 61 — 65



iii-  Audio

Rabbi Uziel Milevsky; Mitzvot 258-262 Gentile Customs (MM26)*

Rabbi Uziel Milevsky; Jew and Gentile: A Complex Relationship (MM 13)*
Rabbi Dr. Akiva Tatz; Jews in Non-Jewish Society (TZ121)*

Rabbi Uziel Milevsky; 70 Languages of the Torah (M18)*

Rabbi Nachman Bulman; Kuzari-Contrast Between Jewry And The Nations (NB326)*
Rabbi Dr. Akiva Tatz; Jew and Non-Jew (TZ84)*

Rabbi Uziel Milevsky; Do Not Deceive Convert or Stranger (MM7)*

Rabbi Uziel Milevsky; Laws of Loans and Interest (MM&)*

Rabbi Uziel Milevsky; Destroying Amalek (MM55)*

Rabbi Uziel Milevsky; Relationships with The Gentiles (MMS56)*

Rabbi Uziel Milevsky; Love Strangers; Fear G-d, Serve G-d (MMS57)*
Rabbi S. Wasserman; Of Jews And Gentiles (A34)*

*Jerusalem Echoes, Ohr Somayach Audio Library
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