TORAH M’SINAI I

would the two brothers as well as the rest of the community be expected to have accepted this claim
as a pure leap of faith when the father could just as easily have given them all clear knowledge of its
truth? Please take a moment to pause and ask yourself — “Does this logic make sense to me?”

4. Understanding the Meaning of this Analogy

This story, as you may have guessed, is actually an analogy. The Rebbe is analogous to God, the one
son with the dream to a claimed prophet, and the other two brothers to the rest of the nation. In order
to appreciate this idea, let’s apply the logic of the Rebbe story to the establishment of Islam. What
would we imagine all the Arabs to have said when Muhammad first came to them claiming that God
had designated him to be their leader? Following the Rebbe story model, we would have expected

— “That doesn’t make any sense! If God had wanted us to believe in you, then He would have told

us directly that you were His prophet!” [Why the Arabs didn't, in fact, offer this type of a challenge

is more of a psychological question than a theological one. And, of course, it is a question which is
certainly not unique to Islam. All throughout history, charismatic leaders have convinced people to
follow them without any evidence at all.]

PART C. REASONABLE VS. UNREASONABLE FOUNDATIONS OF A RELIGION

1. Reasonable vs. Unreasonable Foundations of a Religion

What we see, therefore, is that in the most general sense, there are two possible foundations that a religion could
have:

a. Reasonable — the claimed prophet is directly verified by God to the people themselves,

b. Unreasonable — the claimed prophet says that God communicated only to him personally.

2. The Surprising Beginnings of Major World Religions

Lets do an exercise to be able to better appreciate this issue in the broader context of world history.
Imagine that we were completely ignorant of all world religions, knowing only the names and the
approximate number of people that today accept them as true. For example, we know that there was a
group called “Christianity” with well over one and a half billion believers, one called “Islam” with over
one billion followers, hundreds of millions of Hindus, etc. Which type of a foundation would we guess
was the basis of these different religions — the reasonable or the unreasonable one? We would certainly
have expected their foundations to follow the reasonable structure. With all of the billions of people
throughout the world today believing in one or another of these various religions, we would definitely
have assumed that there was originally some sort of a logical basis to them. If someone would then
have informed us that even a single one of these major world religions was actually based on the
unreasonable claim of God expecting an entire nation or group to blindly follow some lone individual,
we would probably be quite surprised. And if, beyond this, we were told that, in fact, every single

one of the non-Jewish religions throughout the world were based on this type of a claim, we would be
absolutely shocked.

As incredible as this situation would sound to us, hearing it for the very first time, this happens to

be the actual reality. Billions and billions of people are basing their lives in this world, as well as their
situation for all of eternity, on some single individual. This person may be Muhammad or Paul or
Buddha or Joseph Smith or someone else amongst the hundreds or thousands of claimed prophets all
throughout human history.
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PART D. THE JEWISH CLAIM OF REVELATION

1. The Jewish Claim

What, on the other hand, is Judaism based on? The Jewish claim is that the entire Jewish people (i.e.,
every single man, woman, and child that were living 3300 years ago) had Moshe personally verified
to them by God as they stood at the base of Mount Sinai. This claim of revelation on a national level is
actually the exact claim which we would have also expected every other major world religion to make.
This is because it is the only claim which a reasonable person could possibly deal with. Why it is, in
fact, unique to Judaism is a question which clearly demands an explanation.

2. The Problem with Basing One’s Life on a Leap of Faith

The greatest problem with all of the non-Jewish religions requiring their followers to base their lives
on a leap of faith is, in fact, much more fundamental than the demand to make the actual leap of faith
itself. It is rather the absolute impossibility amongst every single member of the nation of knowing
which way that they should leap. Imagine a truth seeker who is fully prepared to do whatever is
necessary in order to find truth. If in fact, God had chosen, for reasons unfathomable to human logic,
to only communicate to a single prophet, what position would that leave this sincere truth seeker

in? Even if one of the non-Jewish religions was definitely true, the odds against him picking that

one correct one would be overwhelming. Should he leap towards Paul or Muhammad? What about
Buddha, or perhaps Joseph Smith? How about towards one of the thousands of lesser known claimed
prophets of truth? The key point is that while the various religions of the world may claim that they
are merely asking people to have trust in God, which seems quite reasonable, they are in fact requiring
every member to have faith specifically in their claimed prophet based on no evidence whatsoever,
which is quite unreasonable.

3. The Unique Nature of Judaism

While it may be absurd for human beings to ever presume to understand how God would or wouldn’t
establish a religion, the fact is that all of the various religions of the world do believe that God

created mankind with a mind and the ability to think. And we all constantly use our minds to make
decisions, from the most trivial to the most significant, from which flavor of ice cream we enjoy to
what career we pursue. It would be incomprehensible, therefore, if we were completely incapable of
using our minds for that single decision which dwarfs all others in importance, which determines

our relationship to reality itself in both this world and the next. While we may, therefore, never be
absolutely certain that God would not have spoken only to a single prophet, no thinking person could
possibly accept as true any religion that says He did. And beyond our perception of how logically God
would establish a religion, there is also the practical question of how we should make decisions in

our lives? Incredibly, Judaism remains the only religion in the entire world which a reasonable person
could possibly DEAL with.

PART E. THE UNIQUENESS OF NATIONAL REVELATION IS ITSELF A TORAH PROPHECY

1. The Source of this Idea is in the Torah Itself

As striking as the contrast between Judaism and all other religions has been all throughout history,
perhaps even more remarkable is the fact that this distinction was actually prophesied in the Torah
itself over 3,300 years ago! In Deuteronomy 4:25-39, Moshe speaks to the Jews in the desert about
their descendants who will be exiled from the land of Israel, left few in number, scattered amongst the
nations, and will be searching for God in the “End of Days.” Moshe dramatically challenges this “latter
days” generation to “Ask now of the days that are past, which were before you, since the day that God
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created man upon the earth, and from one side of heaven to the other, whether there has been any
such thing as this great thing is, or whether anything has even been heard like it? Did a nation ever
hear the voice of God speaking out of the midst of fire, as you have heard, and live?”

2. National Revelation, Two Prophecies and the Jewish Claim are Unique

Through Moshe asking this generation in the end of days to span the entirety of human history, in
both time and location, he is stating in the clearest possible terms the absolute uniqueness of national
revelation to the Jewish people. It is important to appreciate, however, that this uniqueness has two
different aspects to it. Not only did Moshe tell us that no nation would ever actually experience a
national revelation, he further stated that we would never even hear about a nation claiming that it
had. In other words, the Torah has hereby outlined two distinctly different prophecies:

1. Never again in human history will there be another national revelation event.

2. Additionally, throughout all of world history there will never even be a single instance of
another national revelation claim.

3. Are These Prophecies of Equal Magnitude?

Both of these prophecies are certainly quite striking. It is remarkable that we are able to look back
today at the literally thousands of world religions that have existed, and note the absolute uniqueness
of the Jewish claim. However, it is altogether different to have been able to have stated this uniqueness
ahead of time, over 3300 years ago. An interesting question to consider is whether these two
prophecies are of equal magnitude. Are they equally difficult to have been originally predicted or was
one significantly more difficult than the other?

4. Understanding the First Prophecy: There will Never be Another National Revelation Event

There is a widespread perception that it is the second of these two prophecies , i.e., that there will
never be another claim by any other religion or group, which is clearly the more difficult to have
originally been made. To appreciate why, let us consider what the situation would have been had

the Torah made only the first of the two prophecies, i.e., that there would never be another national
revelation event within any other religion or group. Let us then imagine that we would do some
research to test out the validity of this prediction and that we would actually find some group
somewhere that said that this had, in fact, occurred to large numbers of their ancestors. Would this
necessarily be a problem for Judaism? Would we be forced to conclude that the Torah’s prophecy of
no more national revelation events had just been disproven by this group which says that there was
one? Of course not. All that the Torah would then have been saying was that there would never ever be
another national revelation event. This hypothetical other nation or religion, on the other hand, would
merely have been claiming that such an event had occurred. We could then offer up a number of
possible explanations (i.e. they were mistaken about what happened, they lied, they were fooled, etc.)
rather than be forced to admit that the Torah’s prophecy had been disproven.

5. Understanding the Second Prophecy: There will never be Another Claim to National
Revelation

However, once the Torah says that there will never even be the claim of a national revelation, the
situation becomes very different. In terms of the validity of the prophecy, it is now absolutely irrelevant
whether any national revelation claimed by another nation or religion actually occurred. Any religion
which merely said that this is what happened to their ancestors would automatically transform this
into a false prophecy! And, of course, even a single false prophecy would destroy the validity of the
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entire Torah. Even for God Himself, it would seem “challenging” to absolutely ensure that this second
prophecy would never be overturned. Unless God were prepared to limit freewill throughout all of
human history and not allow anyone to even claim a national revelation, it would seem inconceivable
that there wouldn't be even a single instance of someone simply making up this most reasonable basis
for a religion.

6. The Difference between the Two Prophecies

This is the logic which seems to tell us that the second prophecy: No National Revelation claim, is
clearly stronger than the first one: No National Revelation event. If we look more deeply into the
matter, however, we will see that, in fact, it is the exact opposite which is true. In order to understand
this, we need to discuss some basic principles of history.

PART E HISTORY VS. LEGENDS

1. History vs. Legends

In a very general sense, we could divide all accounts of past events into two different categories:
History and legends. History refers to events which we feel certain actually occurred based on solid
evidence. Legends, on the other hand, are stories which we may or may not accept as true, and
specifically have no objective evidence for corroboration. The key question, of course, is how does one
distinguish between history and legend?

2. Analogies of the Cherry Tree and the Black Plague

Two different historical accounts: The Cherry Tree story and the Black Plague, will serve as models for
these two types of historical categories.

3. The Cherry Tree: How Many People Actually Believe it Happened?

Virtually every American has heard the story of George Washington and the cherry tree — when

he was a boy he chopped down his father’s cherry tree. His father was naturally upset and began
inquiring as to what had occurred. Little George is reputed to have said, “I cannot tell a lie. It was

I that chopped down the tree.” How many of the millions of Americans that have fondly retold it
generation after generation feel certain that it actually occurred? If only a tiny number believe that it
actually happened, what is the explanation?

4. The Calamity of the Black Plague: Regarded as a True Occurrence

Contrast this story with the Black Plague in the 14™ century. Here we have an account of a terrible
calamity which is estimated to have caused millions of deaths in Europe hundreds of years ago. How
many people today regard this as a true occurrence? What is the key distinction which causes the great
majority today to view it so differently from the cherry tree story?

5. The Distinction Lies in the Number of Eyewitnesses Present

The most basic distinction between these two very different accounts is the number of claimed
eyewitnesses and participants. Even if the cherry tree story had actually occurred, how many individuals
would possibly have been there to testify to its authenticity? On the other hand, the Black Plague is the
type of an event which millions of individuals alive at that time would have known about.
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6. History vs. Legend is Based on Number of Original Witnesses

Based on the fundamental numerical distinction between these two above cases, we can formulate a
very simple rule:

a.  If huge numbers are claimed to have witnessed an event, and huge numbers of their own
descendants afterwards have accepted this claim as true (as in the case of the Black Plague)
then this claim is a reliable historical fact.

b. If, however, the number of claimed participants or eyewitnesses of an event are small, then
even if huge numbers of individuals come to accept this claim as true afterwards, this claim
will always be properly characterized as legend.

7. Large Numbers of Eye Witnesses and Successive Validation

It is very important to point out that this distinction between history and legend is in no way meant to
imply that only claims which fall into the history category should be considered as true. It is obvious
that in every time and place, the number of events which have actually involved huge numbers of
people have been a fraction of a percent of the total number of true events. The point is rather that in
those exceptionally rare cases in which there actually are huge numbers (both at the event itself as well
as in terms of its acceptance afterwards), this single point alone can give us certainty as to the validity
of the claim. In all other cases, with no claim at all of huge numbers having been present originally,

we will either have to rely on some other mechanism for establishing its truth, or, more likely, we will
have to conclude that there is simply no means of proving its authenticity.

8. Understanding why Large Numbers of Eyewitnesses Establishes Historical Certainty

It is also important to appreciate why large numbers are such an effective means of establishing
historical certainty. This rule is based on a very simple and intuitively obvious principle in human
psychology — while masses of people will often accept as true some claim which they have no
evidence for either way (if for some reason they feel that it is in their interest to do so), they will never
accept a claim which they know for certain to be false. This rule is particularly relevant with history
and claimed events, because it is obvious that the question of occurrence is such a black and white
one, i.e. either a particular event did occur or it didn’t. When it comes, on the other hand, to ideology
and propaganda, which most people almost never view in black and white terms, this principle doesn’t
apply. And, of course, there have certainly been no shortage of examples of huge numbers of people
accepting false ideology in all societies.

9. The Significance of Large-scale Eyewitness Testimony

If we apply this principle to history, however, we will see why the numbers of claimed participants or
eyewitnesses to an event are so significant. If a particular event is claimed to have occurred to only a
tiny number (and contains no additional evidence of any kind such as archeological ruins or written
corroboration), then its acceptance afterwards will clearly have nothing to do with evidence at all. Its
acceptance or rejection will then be a function of other factors, such as political, nationalistic, religious
or personal preferences. If, however, a particular historical event is claimed to have occurred to large
masses of people, then the situation for later generations will be crystal clear. Either the event will be
widely known and spoken about, in which case it would be absurd to deny it, or it will never have
been heard of, in which case it would be equally absurd to believe in it. With small numbers and no
expectation of the event being widely known, however, this lack of general awareness is obviously
irrelevant.
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10. Validation of the Eyewitness Principle

This principle, that huge numbers of claimed participants or eyewitnesses (accepted afterwards by
similarly huge numbers) constitutes reliable history, is absolutely ironclad. To deny it would require
believing that huge masses of people will accept as true claims which they all know with certainty

are false. Leaving Judaism and the Torah aside, throughout all of the thousands of years of world
history, there has never been even a single exception to this rule. In other words, every single instance
in which a historical claim has had huge numbers as its basis (i.e. both at the original event as well

as afterwards) the event has been viewed as reliable history. And there has never been even a single
instance of a historical claim with huge numbers which any reliable historian has ever denied.

PART G. TORAH PROPHECY IN LIGHT OF ITS HISTORICAL BASIS
1. Torah Prophecy in Light of its Historical Basis

We are now ready to revisit our previous question concerning Moshe’s two prophesies of the
uniqueness of the national revelation at Mt. Sinai. The widely held perception is that as impressive as
it is for the Torah to tell us that all throughout history there will never be another national revelation
event, it is far more remarkable that the Torah can prophesize that there will never even be another
national revelation claim. The reasoning is that while it may be difficult for some person or some
group to fabricate an actual event involving huge numbers, to merely claim that such an event had
occurred would be relatively easy. This perception, however, is directly contradicted by our above
stated principle of history: “If huge numbers are claimed to have experienced an event, and huge
numbers of their own descendants afterwards have accepted this claim as true (as in the case of the
Black Plague) then this claim is reliable historical fact.” Contrary to popular belief, you can't just say
whatever you want and be guaranteed some believers. As we have pointed out, everything depends
upon the numbers claimed. A fabrication claiming huge numbers would have such an enormous
expectation of widespread awareness to overcome that no group would ever be naive enough to
accept it, and therefore no one would ever be foolish enough to attempt it. With small numbers and
no expectation, however, since there would be nothing stopping any group from accepting such a
fabrication, there would similarly be nothing stopping anyone from attempting one.

2. The First Prophecy of No Other National Revelation Event is the Greater of the Two
Prophecies

Since it is clear both from logic as well as historical precedent that it would be an absolute
impossibility to fabricate national history, once the Torah prophesies that no other nation will ever
have a national revelation event, then any human being could make the second prediction of no
national revelation claim. One need not be a prophet to know that no nation will ever consciously
accept a lie, and then proceed to teach that lie to their own children. Therefore, it is specifically the
first of the two prophesies, no other national revelation event, which is the more impressive; the
second one, no other national revelation claim, simply follows logically.

3. Powerful Evidence for Torah M’Sinai

The implications of this are very significant. In order to appreciate them, let’s go directly to the central
question of this entire argument — did the Torah originate from human beings or from God?

a. If people fabricated the Torah, then this means that the revelation at Mt. Sinai never happened and
it is somehow possible to invent national history. Aside from the obvious difficulty of believing
this in terms of all that has been discussed until now, the prophecies of uniqueness (in Devarim
4:25-39) raise two new questions —
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1. If a human author was himself so successful at fabricating national history, why would he
prophesy that no one else would ever even attempt it?

2. Additionally, what would then explain the incredible uniqueness of the Sinai claim, i.e. that
no one else ever even attempted to do what the Torah’s author is supposed to have done so
successfully?

b. If, however, the words of the Torah came directly from God, then that would mean the
revelation at Mt. Sinai did happen, and there is no reason to believe that national history can
be falsified. We would then have no difficulties whatsoever. Aside from there being no conflict
with anything stated previously, the prophecies would now be perfectly understandable. Since
God can obviously decide never to appear before any other nation again, there is no difficulty
in Him declaring this in the Torah. And since it is impossible for a claim of this magnitude to be
fabricated, there is no problem in understanding how the Torah could predict that no other group
or nation would ever even claim that it did occur.

4. Summary of the Possibilities

In summary, the absolute uniqueness of both the event as well as the claim of national revelation in
both fact as well as prophecy is either:
a. An insurmountable difficulty if one believes that the author of the Torah was a human being
and Sinai never occurred, or

b. No difficulty whatsoever if one believes that the Author of the Torah was God and He did, in
fact, speak to the entire Jewish people at Mt. Sinai.

5. Universal Use of Many Jewish Principles Strengthen the Sinai Claim

One final point underlining the striking uniqueness of the Sinai claim is just how much of the rest
of the Torah has been borrowed by various groups and religions throughout the world. Mitzvot

like Shabbat, Kashrut, circumcision, pilgrimage, Mikvah, the Sabbatical year; and concepts like
monotheism, love your neighbor, peace on earth, just to name a few. The fact is that there is virtually
no major concept in all of Judaism which has not been borrowed by some other group or religion,
aside from that which is the basis of the entire system, the national revelation at Mount. Sinai. This
foundation separates Judaism from every other world religion, and this is the claim which we would
have expected every other religion to at least have attempted to have made. As we discussed, it is the
only claim which a thinking person can reasonably deal with, and therefore it is the only way which
makes sense for God to establish a religion. How, therefore, do we account for its absolute uniqueness
among all world religions? One obvious answer, of course, is that God really did speak to the entire
Jewish people at Mount Sinai 3300 years ago and the oral tradition of tha encounter has been passed
down from one generation to the next, up until and including the present day. The key question we
need to ask ourselves is whether any other approach is even a possibility.
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SECTION V. INTERNAL AFFIRMATION OF TORAH M’SINAI

PART A. OBSERVANCE OF THE MITZVOT FOR GENERATIONS

The fulfillment of Torah commandments by the Jewish people from generation to generation testifies to the
continual remembrance and affirmation of the Exodus from Egypt and the National Revelation at Mount
Sinai.

1. Ramban (Nachmanides), Shemot 13:16

There are many commandments that are in 5557098 ANED 99t 129 PIsH TN 531
remembrance of the Exodus from Egypt All are Rinslaiivg wa DDA MY T 5)3 135 nv)—b
to be for us, in all generations, testimony that DPFONT NN TR 515 18 RS T XY
th d ill not be forgott d so th
¢ wonders Wi 1ot be fotgotten afd so there PP PIOM MADI YR TN M N TP D
should not be an opportunity for a denier to
RiainplZmiB mintaie)iemim) oW YTAa AT 930

deny belief in God. One who buys a mezuzah for
one coin, by fixing it on his doorpost and having AT 725,707 N5 533 PR, TN 0N

proper intent for what it means acknowledges BRI MET WY 5P TND DTN oMY
[his belief in] the renewal of the world, and SIS T N
his knowledge of God, His Providence, and

prophecy, and that he believes in all aspects of

the Torah, as well as acknowledging the greatness

of God’s kindness upon those who fulfill His

Will; and that He redeemed us from slavery to

freedom.

This is why our Sages say that one should be as oD MBI PN (XD 24D MAN) 1IN TN
particular regarding a seemingly insignificant nYw S5, TR MM MTIEN 1Y TND
mitzvah as he would be with a severe one, as all PINI TR 5 FINSY, PAOND 173 T DTN

mitzvot are desired and beloved, because through
their performance a person acknowledges God.
The intention of all mitzvot is that we should
believe in God and thank Him for creating us,
and this is the intention of creation ...

W STPRT TN NOTYINTD NI PON 7T 075K

2. Devarim 29:13-14 — Judaism is for every generation.

Not with you alone am I establishing this AN DN 7925 N 599 099N D795 DR KO
covenant and this oath, but with all those who IR TON

are standing here with us before the Lord our

9y Yy 5 i Y 9y
God and those who are not here with us today. ITION PIP? 257 DV 9 M2 71D WL TN N2

DY UMDY FO BVIPN IWN NN

3. Rashi, ibid.
“Those who are not with here with us.” This YIS TP MINT DY AR — 75 BPR RN IR

refers to forging a covenant with the future
generations.
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The chart below traces one of the many unbroken chain of Torah transmission from Moshe at Mount Sinai
until today. (From Rabbi Lawrence Kelemen. For more information see Permission to Receive and www.

Lawrencekelemen.com).

God (Mt. Sinai=1312 B.C.E.)

Moses
Joshua
Pinchus
Eli
Samuel
David
Achiah
Elijah
Elishah
Yehoyada
Zechariah
Hoshea
Amos
Isaiah
Michah
Yoel
Nachum
Chavakuk
Tzafaniah
Jeremiah
Baruch
Ezra
Shimon Hatzadik (310 B.C.E.)
Antignus of Socho (305 B.C.E.)
Yosi ben Yoezer and
Yosef ben Yochanon (280 B.C.E.)
Yehoshua ben Prachya and
Nitai of Arbel (243 B.C.E.)
Yehuda ben Tabai and
Shimon ben Shetach (198 B.C.E.)
Shmaya & Avtalyon (140 B.C.E.)
Hillel & Shammai (40 B.C.E.)
Rabban Shimon (10 B.C.E.)
Rabban Gamliel Hazaken (20 C.E.)
Rav Shimon ben Gamliel (50)
Rabban Gamliel (90)
Rabban Shimon (140)
Rabbi Yehuda Hanasi (180)
Rav, Shmuel, and Rabbi Yochanon (230)
Rav Huna (270)
Rabbah (310)
Rava (340)
Rav Ashi (420)
Rafram (443)
Rav Sama B’rei d’'Rava (476)
Rav Yosi (514)
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Rav Simonia
Rav Ravoi Me-Rov (589)
Mar Chanan Me-Ashkaya (608)
Rav Mari
Rav Chana Gaon
Mar Rav Rava
Rav Busai (689)

Mar Rav Huna Mari
Mar Rav Chiyah Me-Mishan
Mar Ravyah
Mar Rav Natronai
Mar Rav Yehuda (739)
Mar Rav Yosef (748)
Mar Rav Shmuel
Mar Rav Natroi Kahana
Mar Rav Avrohom Kahana (761)
Mar Rav Dodai
Rav Chananya (771)
Rav Malka (773)

Mar Rav Rava
Mar Rav Shinoi (782)

Mar Rav Chaninah Gaon Kahana (785)
Mar Rav Huna Mar Halevi (788)
Mar Rav Menasheh (796)

Mar Rav Yeshaya Halevi (804)
Mar Rav Kahanah Gaon (797)
Mar Rav Ibomai Gaon (814)
Mar Rav Yosef
Mar Rav Avrohom
Mar Rav Yosef (834)

Mar Rav Yitzchak (839)

Mar Rav Yosef (841)

Mar Rav Poltoi (858)

Mar Rav Achai Kahana
Mar Rav Menachem (860)

Mar Rav Matisyahu (869)

Rav Mar Abba
Mar Rav Tzemach Gaon (891)
Mar Rav Hai Gaon (897)

Mar Rav Kimoi Gaon (905)
Mar Rav Yehuda (917)

Mar Rav Mevasser Kahana Gaon (926)
Rav Kohen Tzedek (935)

Mar Rav Tzemach Gaon (937)
Rav Chaninah Gaon (943)

Mar Rav Aharon Hacohen (959)
Mar Rav Nechemiah (968)

Rav Sherirah Gaon (1006)
Meshulam Hagadol
Rav Gershom Meor Hagolah (1040)
Rav Yaakov ben Yakar (1064)
Rav Shlomo Yitzchaki — “Rashi” (1105)
R’ Shmuel ben Meir (Rashbam) (1174)
R’ Yaakov ben Meir (Rabbenu Tam) (1171)
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Eliezer Me-Metz (1175)
Rokeach (1238)
R’ Yitzchak of Vienna (Ohr Zaruah)
Rav Meir of Rothenberg (1293)
R’ Yitzchak of Duren (Shaarei Durah)
R’ Alexander Zusiein Hakohen (Agudah) (1348)
Meir Bar Baruch Halevi (1390)
R’ Sholom of Neustadt
R’ Yaakov Moelin (Maharil) (1427)
R’ Yisroel Isserlein (Trumas Hadeshen) (1460)
R’ Tavoli
Rabbi Yaakov Margolies (1501)
Rabbi Yaakov Pollak (1530)
Rabbi Sholom Shachna (1558)

Rabbi Moshe Isserles “Rama” (1572)
Rabbi Yehoshua Falk Katz (1614)
Rabbi Naftoli Hirsch ben Pesachya (1650)
Rabbi Moshe Rivkas — “Be’er Hagolah” (1671)
Rabbi Avraham Gombiner (1682)
Rabbi Moshe Kramer (1688)

Rabbi Eliyahu Chasid (1710)

Rabbi Yissachar Ber (1740)

Rabbi Shlomo Zalman (1765)

Rabbi Eliyahu Kramer — “Vilna Gaon” (1797)
Rabbi Chaim Voloziner (1821)

Rabbi Zundel of Salant (1866)

Rabbi Yisroel Salanter (1883)

Rabbi Simcha Zissel of Chelm (1888)
Rabbi Yerucham Lebovitz (1936)

Rabbi Shlomo Wolbe (2006)...
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