-~ ROSH HASHANAH I ~

The New Year, Judgment, Sovereignty, & Remembrance

Rosh HaShanah arrives majestically at the beginning of the Jewish calendar marking
the start of the Days of Awe. There are two Morasha classes on Rosh HaShanah;
the first deals with the more conceptual aspects of Rosh HaShanah such as the cycle of
the Jewish calendar, Judgment, God’s Sovereignty, and Zichronot — Remembrances. The
second class examines more of the experiential components of Rosh HaShanah — the
mitzvah of the shofar, the simanim we eat the night first of night Rosh HaShanah and
the custom of Tashlich.

This class addresses the following questions:

What is the cycle of the Jewish calendar?

What is the nature of judgment on Rosh HaShanah?

Why do we reaffirm God’s Kingship on Rosh HaShanah?

Why do we recall specific historical events on Rosh HaShanah?

l

l

l

l

Class Outline:
Section I.  Rosh HaShanah and the Jewish Calendar

Section II.  The World is Judged on Rosh HaShanah
Part A. Judgment of the World
Part B. Judgment of the Individual
Part C. The Principle of Judgment “In His Present State”

Section III. Sovereignty (Malchuyot) on Rosh HaShanah

Section IV. Remembrance (Zichronot) on Rosh HaShanah
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SECTION I. ROSH HASHANAH
AND THE JEWISH CALENDAR

1. Mishnah Rosh HaShanah 1:1 — There are four types of New Years.

There are four New Years: The first of Nissan is
the New Year for Kings and festivals.; The first of
Elul is the New Year for the animal tithes, Rabbi
Eliezer and Rabbi Shimon say the first of Tishrei.

The first of Tishrei is the New Year for the
[calendar] year, the Sabbatical and Jubilee years, for
planting and for vegetables. The first of Shevat is
the New Year for trees according to Beit Shammai.
Beit Hillel says it is the fifteenth of the month.
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2. 1bid, 4:4 — Determination of the calendar is based on the testimony of witnesses.

In the beginning they [the court] received
testimony [for determining the new] month all
day. One time the witnesses tarried in coming
and the Levites made a mistake in which song to
sing, therefore [the Sages] decreed that testimony
would be received only until midday. If witnesses
came after midday [the Sages]| established that
day as holy and the subsequent day as holy.
When the Temple was destroyed, Rabban
Yochanan Ben Zakai decreed that testimony for
the month [would be received] all day.
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3. Talmud Bavli (Babylonian Talmud), Rosh HaShanah 10b-11a — Rosh HaShanah is the
anniversary of the creation of the world. There is a disagreement whether this occurred in

Tishrei or Nissan.

Rabbi Eliezer said, “The world was created in
Tishrei...”and Rabbi Yehoshua said, “The world
was created in Nissan ...” Rabbi Eliezer said,
“What is the Scriptural source which teaches that
the world was created in Tishrei? It is stated “God
said, ‘Let the earth sprout vegetation and seeds

of fruit trees...” (Bereishit/Genesis 1:11). Which

is the month in which the earth is filled with
vegetation and the trees are filled with fruit? This is
Tishrei for this is when the rainy season begins ...”

Rabbi Yehoshua said, “What is the Scriptural source
that teaches that the world was created in Nissan?
It is stated, ‘And the earth sprouted forth vegetation
and trees producing fruit’ (Bereishit 1:12). Which
month does the earth bring forth vegetation and
the trees produce fruit? This is Nissan ...”
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SECTION II. THE WORLD IS JUDGED
ON ROSH HASHANAH

PART A. JUDGMENT OF THE WORLD

1. Rosh HaShanah 15a

The world is judged four times a year: On Pesach ARISNT 5P MO NI DM RIS YAIND

for the harvest; on shavugt for fruit trees; on the 5 X 53 MW WK TONT TP Y ey
New Year all of the inhabitants of the world pass AT 025 T ISP MNP 330 IO P

before God like Bnei Maron as it is stgted, The DV 5 PR (5 DOT) DY 55 5N
One who created [sees together] their hearts,

the One who understands all of their actions”
(Tehillim/Psalms 33:15). On Sukkot there is
judgment for water.

PART B. JUDGMENT OF THE INDIVIDUAL

1. Rosh HaShanah 16b — Three categories of judgment.

Rabbi Cruspedai said in the name of Rabbi 71793 PAND) DD TYSW PP R ONRTODND VN

Yochanan, “Three books are opened on Rosh TFINY P DR S TN PIIS DYWT S TN
HaShanah: One of totally evil people, one of SIONS PERM PASI PN DR DD DY
completely righteous people, and one that S5 NS PRAM BRSSP DY DO

includes people with both good and bad deeds , s ey imon 28 N
[Beinonim]. The completely righteous individuals PAFIDISN TP T ITD PIOW 125 BRI
15 Panny 1o RS R

are written and sealed immediately for life.

The totally wicked individuals are written and
sealed immediately for death. The [sentence for
the] individuals with both good and bad deeds

is suspended from Rosh HaShanah until Yom
Kippur. If they merit, they are inscribed for life, if
they do not merit, they are inscribed for death.”

2. Rashi, Ibid — Definition of “Beinonim”

[“Beinonim”] “Those with both good and bad LR 5y AR .0
deeds” — their [deeds] are exactly half and half.

3. Tosefot, Talmud Bavli, Rosh HaShanah 16b - If “good” people are granted life, and “evil”
people are decreed to die, how is that we see good people dying and evil people living during
the following year?

From the understanding that some individuals MR P DPTST YWD DI W NPT
have the same amount of good deeds and bad POINY 0D DM DOV DN YOI

deeds [and their sentence is suspended from DYWL TIPS PN DTS DYRYS) DA

Rosh Hashanah untl Yom Kippur] it is implied 3 TIPS DY 33 KT P 5.0
that the definition of a righteous person is one
N3 O mD M0 o0 DR

whose merits are greater [than his bad deeds] and
a completely wicked person [is defined] as one
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whose transgressions outweigh [his bad deeds].
Sometimes, however, the righteous are sealed for
death and the totally wicked for life ... Therefore,
the definitions of death for the wicked and life for
the righteous refer to life in the future world.

Rav Chaim Friedlander, Sifsei Chaim Vol. I, p. 72 — Question on Tosefot above: The judgment
for the World to Come is only upon one’s passing, not each year at Rosh HaShanah.

One needs to understand that this judgment for
the World to Come is not on Rosh HaShanah,
rather it is determined only when he comes to
the Heavenly Court after his death.
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Ibid, p. 74 — Two aspects of the judgment on Rosh HaShanah: the potential for spiritual
growth, and the personal sustenance (health, income etc.) to help achieve that spiritual level.

The establishment of one’s spiritual essence

[for the coming year] is the judgment on Rosh
HaShanah that relates to the World to Come. This
is similar to the statement of the Sages found in
many places, “Who is destined for the World to
Come?” The connotation is that it is not after
one’s death that a person merits the World to
Come, rather, now [in his lifetime] he is already
considered as one destined for the World to Come.

His very essence is considered as destined for
the World to Come, even though he is still alive
in this world, for he is [viewed] as being rooted
in the spiritual world which is considered to

be the World to Come. In this way, a person’s
judgment is related to the World to Come — for
on Rosh HaShanah a person’s spiritual essence is
established according to his level; that is to say he
inscribes his own book! And the establishment
of the individuals spiritual level [on Rosh
HaShanah] determines the corresponding
judgment in his personal sustenance [such as
health, income, etc.] for the coming year.

6. Rosh HaShanah 18a — Definition of Bnei Maron.

What is meant by the expression “Bnei Maron™?
Here it was translated as “Bnei Amarna.” Reish
Lakish explained, “Like the heights of the House of
Maron.” Rav Yehudah said in the name of Shmuel,
“Like the soldiers of the House of David.” Rabba
Bar Bar Chana said in the name of Rabbi Yochanon,
“All of them are judged at the same time.”
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7. Rashi, Ibid.

“Like Bnei Amarna.” Like sheep counted for
tithing, filing past in single file through a small
opening, two cannot fit through together.

“Like the Heights of the House of Maron”

— where there is a narrow path, and there is not
enough room for two people to travel alongside
one another, and there is a steep valley on either
side of the path.

“Like the soldiers of the House of David” — “Like
Bnei Maron,” i.e. like soldiers in the king’s army.
“Maron” is an expression of mastery and lordship;
such is the way one counts soldiers as they march
out to battle one after the other.

8. Rabbi Shlomo Wolbe, Alei Shur, Vol. II, p. 413

The three analogies are wonderful and the
message is clear: At the time of judgment a
person stands before his Creator completely
alone, totally solitary — he has no plaintiff or
witness, for “He is the Judge, He is the Witness,
He is the One taking him to court.” He has

no one else to transfer the responsibility [for
his actions] or to blame for his failings. At

the moment he stands before his Creator in
Judgment, it’s as if there is no one else in the
world except for him. He alone is responsible for
all that he did or did not do.

HaShanah.

Everything is judged on Rosh HaShanah and
the fate is sealed on Yom Kippur, says Rabbi
Meir. Rabbi Yehudah says in the name of Rabbi
Akiva, “Everything is judged on Rosh HaShanah
and the final decree is sealed for each and every
thing in the appropriate season: On Pesach for
the harvest, on Shavuot for fruit trees, on Sukkot
for water, and the final decree for man is sealed
on Yom Kippur.” Rabbi Yossi says that a person
is judged each day ... And Rabbi Nosson says a
person is judged every hour...
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9. Tosefta, Talmud Bavli, Rosh HaShanah 1:12 — The world is judged not only on Rosh
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10. Bereishit (Genesis) 18:20-32 — God Himself observes and testifies to our actions.

And God said, “The cry of Sodom and Amorrah
is great because their transgressions are very
serious. I will go down and see if they have
behaved according to the cry that is coming to
me, [then] destruction [will come upon them],
and if not I will know ...”

"2 DOINDM 7737 °0 Y DVI0 PV ' 0NN
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PART C. THE PRINCIPLE OF JUDGMENT “IN HIS PRESENT STATE”

1. Bereishit, 21:8-17

The child grew and was weaned and Avraham
(Abraham) made a large feast on the day that
Yitzchak (Isaac) was weaned. And Sarah saw
[Yishmael] the son of Hagar the Egyptian that
was born to Avraham was mocking. She said to
Avraham, “Send out this maid servant and her
son...” The idea was very evil in Avraham’s eyes
on account of his son. God spoke to Avraham,
“That which [Sarah said] about the boy and the
maid servant should not be evil in your eyes,

all that Sarah says to you listen to her voice for
through Yitzchak shall your seed be called ...”
And Avraham awoke early in the morning and
took bread and a skin of water and gave it to
Hagar ... and he sent her away [with Yishmael]
and she went and wandered in the desert of Beer
Sheva. And the water was finished from the skin
and she cast the boy under one of the plants. She
went and sat down at a distance of a bowshot
from the plant, for she said, “I do not want to see
the death of the child.” She sat opposite him and
raised her voice and wept. God heard the voice of
the boy, and then an angel of God called to Hagar
from the heavens and said, “What is [troubling]
you Hagar, do not be afraid for God has heeded
the voice of the child in his present state.”

2. Rosh HaShanah 16b

Rav Yitzchak said that a person is only judged
according to his behavior at the time of judgment,
as it is stated, “God has heeded the voice of the
child in his present state” (Bereishit 21:17).
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3. Rashi, Bereishit 21:17

He is judged according to his actions at this 905 KDY, 113 RIT PWOY TR R DWW D
moment and not according what may happen in P IOND P 005 (1 ) MY Ty N
the future (Rosh HaShanah 16b). The angels were PR W TIYY M P, DTN D3R

accusing Yishmael and said, “Master of the World,
how can You provide a well of water for someone
whose descendants will kill your children in the
future through thirst? God answered them, “Right
now, is he righteous or evil?” They responded, (7"39"3)
“Righteous.” He said to them, “According to

his present actions I judge him” and that is the

meaning of “In his present state.”

PROY DWW NI 2983 1 oY IR N33 T3
DD IR LTS D ION 2PN PR NT D
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4. Maharsha, Rosh HaShanah 16b — Exception to the rule: Someone like the “Rebellious Son,”
whose future behavior would cause him to lose his World to Come. (See also class on
Suffering regarding Chanoch).

The “Rebellious Son” was judged according to 10 PR D 08Y S 10 WY NI M0 13T
his behavior towards the end of his lifetime. 385 P32 51 1910 oW by Sxppwra
In contrast, Yishmael [who did teshuvah in his

lifetime] was not judged for the actions of his

descendants.
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SECTION III. SOVEREIGNTY (MALCHUYOT )
ON ROSH HASHANAH

The essence of Rosh Hashanah is reaffirming God’s Kingship over the universe.

1.

2.

Talmud Bavli, Rosh HaShanah 16a

[God says]

Recite before Me verses about Kingship, P MDY NPS5D W WRID 05 1IN
Remembrance and the Shofar.

Verses of Kingship in order to make Me king over D%y MO v by
you;

Verses of Remembrance in order that I shall a5 5% DN DY 0T NI

remember you in a good light.

With what shall you accomplish this? N

With the Shofar. gl
Ibid.

According to Rabbi Yossi [the verse] “Hear O 951 (107927) TAR T IPOR 5T SN I

Israel, the Lord is our God, the Lord is One” refers oPT AYTY 71950 TPN TN T 0P 'Y 3T

to Kingship. Rabbi Yehudah says [the verse] does £993) Y PN DFONT NI 00 7235 SN mawm

not refer to Kingship. According to Rabbi Yossi
[the verse] “And you shall know today and place
them on your heart that the Lord is our God, there
is no other” refers to Kingship. Rabbi Yehudah says
[the verse] does not refer to Kingship. According 32D
to Rabbi Yossi [The verse] “You have been shown

to know that the Lord is God, there is none other

beside Him,” refers to Kingship. Rabbi Yehudah

says this” Rabbi Yehudah says this verse does not

refer to Kingship.

MDD PN IIN T 100 3T D (3
1725 T PR DN NI T O0 YT DN N
PR TN T Y 10937 o5 (T037)

3. Rabbi Eliyahu Dessler, Michtav M’Eliyahu, Vol. II, p. 72

One finds that according to Rabbi Yehudah RO 71793 NOTIAY TIT Y T 5w Nem)
the central .focus Qf our concentration on Rosh NDNT 71951 S NI 1IN MR 7100 T
HaShanah is specifically to focus on bending M5 T Y, IPE0D ST 20T b SN

our wills in the form of fear of [God as] King.
However, according to Rabbi Yossi the principal
aspect of Kingship which we aspire to acquire on
Rosh HaShanah is the relinquishing of [our wills]
to the Will of God, Blessed be He, with love. The
law follows this opinion [of Rabbi Yossi].

SN NI T WRID TON PN WOy
JI3R ' 1 005
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4. Rabbi Aharon Kotler, Mishnas Rabbi Aharon, Lakewood, N.J., 1988, Vol. II, p. 196

The essence of Rosh Hashanah is Kingship — that 50 DY T 05y 3 RRY PPN 170 179
God directs us to proclaim Him King over us, FWTFRT NI 1T IR 2P 15 T
2 e waise e, “Todey s L beginitiy ol DWW SW 1D 73R 10 . T DTND  MNER

your work, a remembrance of the First Day [of
creation]” This means literal rejuvenation, i.e. one
becomes a new person ... God, Blessed be He,
gave a person the power of renewal. It is as if he
was created today [on Rosh HaShanah] and he
accepts upon himself the Kingship of Heaven.

D3P, X723 DY IDND W DTN APMA3 XM
7730 mobin
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1.

SECTION IV. REMEMBRANCE (ZICHRONOT)
ON ROSH HASHANAH

Rabbi Chaim Friedlander, Sifsei Chaim, Vol. 1, p. 111

The recommendation for Rosh HaShanah is, I, 0005 AR N T WY DYS SR
“Say before Him ... Zichronot (Remembrances) (30 W RT) "aN5 10D Oat TRy 1o
[verses recalling Jewish historical events and

our covenant], in order that your remembrance

will rise before Him for your benefit” (Rosh

HaShanah 16a).

It is understood that it is insufficient to merely PR I8 NON,NHOYA THND *T XY 131
recite [these verses], rather one must articulate PP OY IPIPIBR IPHND TPHR T N5 TP
them before God in a way that shows that he P2 DS BN T3 DYRI0DT SN

has truly internalized their meaning. Through

190 SW MYV TR 0N BT 0w MHsYd
the articulation of these verses and the blessing, ] Y y

. . Lhwn
we need to clarify for ourselves that our entire
existence is dependent on the extent that we
remember God, Blessed be He.
To the extent to which we remember this, we will PIDD NN O N — IR NI TTD TN
merit that our remembrance will rise before Him 000 yewS onw b
for our benefit and we will merit an abundance of
goodness.

2. Rabbi Eliyahu Dessler, Michtav M’Eliyahu, Vol. II p. 73

There are those who remember something, and Y NN PIDM 9T W DI IO &
there are others who remember everything, and 19I5 1T O I IPND DIV N TN

there are still others who remember things so
well that it is as if it were happening right now.
The memory of God, Blessed be He, is certainly
in the realm of actually happening, because the
past and future are not relevant to Him, rather

PIX T 8D 0D, Wk M APmE3 RT3 N AW
IO T 93T .. TR0 M2 Hon 8ON, Ty T3y
ATRYR DN P, TTRY TI00 NI (o3

D3N DN 1233 BN P9 ,13352 MNeRn 8 uh 7910t

everything is always in the present ...And this DYDY TTPYI WY 1N 2105 Toon waN
principle is reflected in our prayers: “See before P,/ My 510 5y 357w 005 nbw wes
yourself the Akeidah ...” Only if the Akeidah INPWD TR ML IPON 0RO TN W IN
reminds us and becomes actualized in our hearts, TN T 59 mdwSY fwe e

only if we look towards Avraham our father

and learn to include ourselves in the Akeidah
through our sincere perseverance according to
our qualities, based on His Torah and His blessed
service, only then is it possible that we can

earn to be joined together with the merit of the
Akeidah, as seen before God as one continuous
chain through all the generations.
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3. Bereishit 22:1-12 — The Akeidah.

And it was after these things that God put
Avraham to a test and said to him, “Avraham,”
and he answered, “Here I am.” Then He said,
“Take your son, your only son, whom you love,
Yitzchak, and go to the land of Moriah and

offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the
mountains that I will tell you.” And Avraham
arose early in the morning, saddled his donkey
and took his two servants with him and Yitzchak
his son, and cut wood for the burnt offering and
got up and went to the place that God had told
him.

On the third day Avraham lifted up his eyes and
saw the place from afar. And Avraham spoke

to his servants, “You stay here with the donkey,
and the child and I will go until that place, and
we will worship and then we will return to

you.” And Avraham took the wood for the burnt
offering, and put it on Yitzchak his son and he
took in his hand the fire and the knife and they
went the two of them together. And Yitzchak said
to Avraham his father, “My father,” and he said,
“Here I am, my son,” and he said, “Here is the fire
and the wood, where is the lamb for the burnt
offering?” And Avraham said, “God will provide
for Himself the lamb for the burnt offering my
son,” and they went the two of them together.
They came to the place that God had told him
and Avraham built there an altar and arranged
the wood and bound his son Yitzchak and
placed him on the altar on top of the wood. And
Avraham sent his hand and took the knife to slay
his son. And an angel of God called out to him
from the heavens and said, “Avraham! Avraham!”
And he said, “Here T am.” And [the angel] said,
“Do not send your hand [to slay] the child and
do not scratch him because now I know that you
fear God and that you have not refused your son,
your only one, from Me.”

11
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