MEZUZAH

One of the most common, yet profound, Jewish ritual objects is found affixed at
the entrance of the Jewish home and its rooms — the mezuzah. This scroll of
parchment, containing two paragraphs from the Torah, is a constant reminder of the
ideals and fundamentals of Judaism.

This class will examine the following questions:

~
~
~

Class Outl

Section I.

Section 1I.

Section III.

Section IV.

What is a mezuzah and what does it look like?

What fundamental Jewish ideas are taught by the mezuzah?
What are the rewards for keeping this mitzvah?

How does a mezuzah protect us?

How is this mitzvah fulfilled?

ine
What is a Mezuzah?

Part A. What does a Mezuzah look like?
Part B. The Verses of the Mezuzah

The Philosophy of the Mezuzah

Part A. The Mezuzah Contains the Fundamentals of Jewish Faith
Part B. The Priority of Leading a Meaningful Jewish Life

Part C. The Message of Shalom Bayit

Benefits of the Mezuzah

Part A. Rewards for Affixing a Mezuzah
Part B. Mezuzah as Protection

Part C. The Power of the Mezuzah

Mitzvot Regarding the Mezuzah

Part A. The Mitzvah of Writing and Affixing the Mezuzah
Part B. How to Place the Mezuzah

Part C. When is One Obligated to Put up a Mezuzah?
Part D. Kissing the Mezuzah

Part E. Checking a Mezuzah
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SECTION I. WHAT IS A MEZUZAH?

PART A. WHAT DOES A MEZUZAH LOOK LIKE?
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MEZUZAH

PART B. THE VERSES OF THE MEZUZAH
A mezuzah contains the first two paragraphs of the central creed of Judaism, the Shema:

1. Devarim (Deuteronomy), 6:4-9

Hear, O Israel: The Lord is our God; the Lord is
One.

And you should love the Lord thy God with all
your heart, and with all your soul, and with all
your might.

And these words, which T command you this day,
shall be upon your heart;

and you shall teach them diligently to your
children, and you shall talk of them when you sit
in your house, and when you walk by the way,
and when you lie down, and when you rise up.

And you shall bind them for a sign upon your
hand, and they shall be for frontlets between
your eyes.

And you should write them upon the doorposts
of your house, and upon your gates.

Ibid. 11:13-21

And it shall come to pass, if you shall listen
diligently to My commandments which 1
command you this day, to love the Lord your
God, and to serve Him with all your heart and
with all your soul,

that T will give the rain of your land in its season,
the early rain and the late rains, that you may
gather in your corn, and your wine, and your oil.

And T will give grass in thy fields for your cattle,
and you shall eat and be satisfied.

Listen carefully, lest your heart be deceived,
and you turn aside, and serve other gods, and
worship them;

and the anger of God will be kindled against you,
and He will shut up the heaven, so that there
shall be no rain, and the ground shall not yield
her fruit; and you will perish quickly from off the
good land which God gives you.

Therefore you should place these words in your
heart and in your soul; and you shall bind them
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for a sign upon your hand, and they shall be for oYY
frontlets between your eyes.

And you shall teach them to your children, TP22 3,02 9377 D12-NN DN D7D
talking of them, when you sit in your house, and P 20w, 7772 7095

when you walk by the way, and when you lie
down, and when you rise up.

And you shall write them upon the door-posts of TR, TR MNN-2y SpAnD

your house, and upon your gates;

So that your days may be multiplied, and the VAW IWN TN oy D37, D213 ];_17_3?

days of your children, upon the land which God FINT-0 DT — DI N7 DYOANY N
swore to your fathers to give them, as the days of
the heavens above the earth.

SECTION II. THE PHILOSOPHY OF THE MEZUZAH

PART A. THE MEZUZAH CONTAINS THE FUNDAMENTALS OF JEWISH FAITH

1. Rabbeinu Bachya, Devarim 6:9 — Core principles of Jewish faith are written in the mezuzah.

You must know that many fundamentals of VINSDP RS IS0 00 00 DTS TOR I8
faith are explained to us through the mitzvah TR, DT WIT SN N0 Y ub
of mezuzah. The creation of the world, Divine TP P3Y I3 FIMYRT D3 MY ARIM

providence and prophecy. The concepts of the
unity of God and learning Torah are mentioned
in the first paragraph. The truth of reward and
punishment, the remembrance of the Exodus

W WY SIOON TR DY, TN TS
DO PUTING DWW 12 D81 NS 19N
5y P ORI DRV 270 DHDIONT DO

from Egypt, when many famous signs, wonders DY, T TN TIDY T 195 0993 WY
and miracles were performed, are all mentioned fapirhinifin)iala) BoWtatSinbin) WninhiviniWizanint!
in the second paragraph. These fundamental RYTY,0757 775K DW 95D1H3 NI "IN’ ow3
principles obligate and testify about these three DTN MW T 197, DN IO NP3 10 D)
following fundamental principles of faith: D531 NI PIrAn

creation, providence and prophecy ... For this
reason it is called “mezuzah”, which has the same
numerical value as God’s name Adonai (65).
Moreover, He is called the “Guardian of Israel”
and the mezuzah protects a person inside the
house while God is outside it.

According to the simple explanation, the M T S DW AN BN O WD o™
reason that we write the name “Shadai” on the Y51 DY SRS DO NG 2D
mezuzah is because the nations of the world FISIAY TN TR WAL 90T, D050 A9y

think that the success of a house’s [protection] is
dependent upon the influence of the stars. This
name conquers and overcomes any astrological
portents. Therefore, it is written to remind us that
all goodness flows into our homes from God, not
from the stars.

YOWT A1 0 117D IMN 21103 10 By, 0wnn
1790 12 KD D130 SN DI 2w
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2. Rabbi Shimshon Rafael Hirsch, Devarim 6:9 — The mezuzah makes a spiritual impact on the
thoughts and activities within the home.

That which is to be the foundation of all your thinking and doing to which you are to give over the
whole of your being, and to accomplish which, you are to stake your life, to attain the knowledge

of which you are to exert yourself for yourself and to hand down to your children, with which you
are to occupy yourself early and late, and which is to accompany you wherever you go, and which
accordingly is to make its mark on all your thoughts and doings: that is to form the inscription on the
door-posts of your houses and on your gates, and thus dedicate the homes of your private and public
lives to be places where all this is accomplished.

All these laws express quite definitely that, that on which the mezuzah with its contents is meant

to have an effect, is, in the very first place, the minds and feelings of people who live and work in
houses. “You should bind them” and “You should write them”, just as he who lays tefillin places all his
thinking, desiring and doing under the dictates of the Will of God, which these tefillin contain, so does
he who fixed the mezuzah on the living rooms of his house place that house, i.e. the whole active life
of those that live in the house, under those same dictates. So that it is seen by him and everybody who
enters his house immediately they cross the threshold as a warning and reminder, for that purpose he
fixed it on his house and not on his person as if it were an amulet. Only in as far as the contents of
the mezuzah achieve an effect on the minds and feelings of the household so that it does regulate their
lives in consonance with those contents, can they expect protection and support in all the vicissitudes
of domestic life from God, the Supreme “All-sufficing One’ with which Name custom has adorned the
outside of the mezuzah.

3. Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 11:23 — Awareness of the Unity of God affects our behavior.

A person is obligated to be very careful with DI NOTIY 201 NN M TN I DIN 1
the mitzvah of mezuzah because it is a constant DWW I PIDY NN DI VD; bm Ratials] b)ﬂ
obligation. Every time he enters or leaves [his W T IAAAN IO NI T3 TR S Y

home] he sees the unity of the name of the Holy

DOWS TN 93T PR D YT, 8T 933 v
One, Blessed is He. He will remember God’s love

NI I, 0900 NI YT NOR DY
WY 1NN LD 2DTTI T YT W
WA R Poon 1B wrw o 53 ,79935 oo

and will awaken from his sleep and his mistaken
pursuit of the vanities of time. He will know
that there is nothing that will last for all eternity
except the knowledge of the Rock of the World. NI 2w NI RIS 93 AN 33 03)
Immediately the person will return to his right PRI DRI 1T 7 D727 PO 12 W
mind and will follow the straight path. Our Rabbis PR 203D 71 TN T, TN NOFD 1N
have said that anyone who has tefillin on his head YoM
and arm, tzitzit on his clothes and a mezuzah on

his door is guaranteed not to sin. For he has many

reminders, and they are the angels that save him

from sinning, as the verse states, “The angel of God

encamps around those that fear Him and saves

them” (Tehillim/Psalms 34:8).

5 Mitzvot



MEZUZAH

PART B. THE PRIORITY OF LEADING A MEANINGFUL JEWISH LIFE

1. Rambam (Maimonides), Hilchot Mezuzah (Laws of Mezuzah) 6:13 — The mezuzah wakes us
up to live a meaningful Jewish life.

A person is obligated to be careful with the STF 5O A9 RO IO SN S DN YA

mitzvah Of mezuzah since it is Continually WWTPH 5&; MY DY T y;gy N2 DI WDT 531
incumbent upon each person. Each time that 1T 9932 VAT D NN NN MO 773

one enters and leaves [his home] he should KN D51 IS Do T 13T PRI YT
concentrate on the Oneness of the Name of the
05w s oy

Holy One, Blessed be He, and remember His
love, and be aroused from his sleep and his
mistaken [involvement] in the meaningless use
of time. And one must know that the only thing
which lasts forever is the knowledge of God.

PART C. THE MESSAGE OF SHALOM BAYIT

As we will learn below (Section IV — B) there is a disagreement whether the mezuzah should be affixed vertically
or horizontally on the doorpost. The Rema concludes that it should be placed at an angle — representing a
compromise position. Rabbi Yissacher Frand shares an important message here regarding the Jewish home.

1. Rabbi Yissocher Frand — Ner Israel Rabbinical College, Baltimore, MD

I once heard a beautiful explanation of the symbolism of the slanting mezuzah: The mezuzah is placed
on the door of the house — the house being the abode of husband and wife. The slanting mezuzah
“teaches” every couple how to create “Shalom Bayit” — tranquillity in the home. Each one should be
prepared to compromise and “bend towards the other” in helping to lead a harmonious family life.

SECTION III. BENEFITS OF THE MEZUZAH

PART A. REWARDS FOR AFFIXING A MEZUZAH
1. Talmud Bavli (Babylonian Talmud), Shabbat 33b — A beautiful home.

Rav Huna said, “Someone who is careful about D1 TS D33 715 P 33 D30T KT 37 TN

children who are Tqrah scholars. Someope Whg is 129373 NI 190 DV WITRI P TN P05
careful about the mitzvah of mezuzah will merit a

beautiful home. Someone who is careful about the
mitzvah of tzitzit will merit a beautiful garment.
Someone who is careful about the mitzvah of
Kiddush will merit flasks filled with wine.”

2. Shulchan Aruch, Yoreh Deah 285:1 — A long life.

You must be very careful about the mitzvah of 1 P 1IN, 713 P O TG 13 90D I
mezuzah. AI’IYOI’IG WhO is Careful about it Wlu Jjgpn’ ,»-D PO ION ONY LA
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merit that he and his children will live long lives
... If someone is not careful about it, their days
will be shortened.

PART B. MEZUZAH AS PROTECTION

1.

MEZUZAH

Shemot (Exodus) 12:7 and 12-13 — The protection of the mezuzah is derived from the night of

Passover in Egypt.

And they shall take the blood (of the Pesach
Offering) and put it on the two side-posts and on
the lintel upon the houses where they shall eat it.

For I will go through the land of Egypt in that
night, and will smite all the first-born in the land
of Egypt, both man and beast; and I will execute
judgments against all the gods of Egypt; I am the
Lord.

And the blood shall be to you for a sign upon the
houses where you are; and when I see the blood,
I will pass over you, and there no plague will
come upon you to destroy you, when I smite the
land of Egypt.

MPYIRT-2Y) TSI D0y BN, 071 R3]
D2 PR OIN-WR D03 Sy —

N23-52 2, M3 1253, 07I8R-PINI B
D38 71PN-2221 ;2T DIND , DYIR PN
TN D00 YN

DY DN WY D027 5, 1N D27 DT )
93 D3 MIP-N2) ;0258 NNDDY DTI-NN SN
D8 YIND TIDT3 SPIY?

2. Mechilta 11 — The mezuzah protects our home; transgressions can weaken this protection.

“God passed over the doorways and did not
allow the destroying angel to enter.” We can
derive from here the protection offered by the
mitzvah of mezuzah. If the blood of the Pesach
sacrifice in Egypt, which was only placed on the
doorpost for a short while, and only at night,
and only in that generation, prevented the Angel
of Destruction from entering — how much more
so the mitzvah of mezuzah, which contains ten
names of God, and applies day and night, and
in every generation, does not allow the Angel of
Destruction to enter.

So what does allow the Angel of Destruction

to enter? Our sins. As the verse states, “Our
iniquities have turned away these things,

and your sins have withheld good from you”
(Yirmiyahu/Jeremiah 5:25). It also says, “But your
iniquities have separated between you and your
God, and because of your sins He has hidden His
face from you, that He will not hear” (Yeshayahu/
Isaiah 59:2).
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3. Talmud Bavli, Menachot 33b — Divine protection of our homes.

Rava said that it is a mitzvah to place the mezuzah WD "9 ° THON MowY3 SO TIRD (N7 ION
within a tefach of the outside. What is the reason? NP 27,70 WD IO 17D OION 1337 2RBYY

The Rabbis say so that you will see the mezuzah as
soon as you enter. Rav Chanina from Sura says so
that it can protect you. Rav Chanina said, “Come
and see that God does not behave like a person.
For [in the case of] people the King sits inside and

NI3 NPT 03T TN PIOPNT I 0D N NNOY
WA 1T, 0T WA DT 77PN A0 ROW N
VAT NN PINB DY DD Y o0 - DN

NI D302 AW YT 10 WR 1PN T

the people guard him from the outside. However, DT 0P TR T TIOW T IONRY YINAD 1D

in the case of God, His servants sit inside and He
guards them from the outside, as the verse states,
“God will protect you, God will be the shadow of
your right hand” (Tehillim 121:5).

(N"p o°55)

4. Rashi, Talmud Bavli, Pesachim 4a — Who is responsible for acquiring the mezuzah, a tenant

or the homeowner?

The mezuzah is an obligation on the person AWy N oS - 977 NN

living in the house [as opposed to the
homeowner| — because it protects him.

5. Talmud Yerushalmi (Jerusalem Talmud), Peah 1:1 — The difference between a priceless jewel

and a mezuzah.

The Parthian king, Artiban, once sent a priceless TN XA D37 T W 95 AW AN
jewel to Rabbeinu HaKadosh (Rabbi Yehudah SN M TS MW TANST XTS5 AR 4N

HaNassi/Rebbi). He asked that he send him
something in return. Rebbi sent him a mezuzah.
The king said, “I sent you something priceless,
and you sent me something that can be bought
for a paltry sum.” Rebbi answered, “You sent me

MW NI 1R 59T 90 T2 0w NIN D DUN
R KD 8DM PROM 54N 991D T NawT I S
I RINT 7210 PP INT NON T 89173
75 N3 N TR T INT 70 TR Mo NINY D

something that I must watch over, however, I have SO N M0 395nnna (0°5wn) 2noT

sent you something that will watch over you.”

The following two sources from the Zohar also relate the protective nature of the mezuzah.

6. Zohar 3: 300b

“Mezuzot” is comprised of the letters “zaz FPrnD Y 1 KD 01 1 DY
mavet” (move death) because it ensures that the AAAEL 1 5arS
destroyer will have no permission to attack, and
will leave the doorway.

7. 1bid, Rut 103b
A doorway which has a mezuzah ... prevents any POR 3920 P PID PRY ..M PIDN AND

bad thing coming near to it.
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PART C. THE POWER OF THE MEZUZAH

1. Talmud Bavli, Avodah Zarah 11b — Although Judaism does not proactively seek converts, the

message of the mezuzah inspired a brigade of Roman soldiers to become Jewish.

Onkelos, ben Kalonimus, converted to Judaism.
Titus Caesar sent a brigade of soldiers to bring
him back to Rome. But when Onkelos engaged
the soldiers in discussion and showed them the
beauty of Torah, they converted to Judaism. Titus
then sent another brigade, instructing them not
to speak to Onkelos. But after they listened to
what he had to say without him even speaking
to them, they too converted to Judaism. Finally,
Titus sent a third brigade and instructed them
not even to listen to Onkelos. When they were
leading him away, he placed his hand on the
mezuzah and inquisitively asked, “What is

this?” “You tell us,” the soldiers said. He replied,
“Normally, a human king sits inside and his
servants stand outside and guard him. But, the
Holy One Blessed be He, His servants are inside
and He guards them from the outside, as the
verse says, ‘God will guard your going out and
coming in from now and forever (Tehillim 121).”
They too converted. Titus did not send any more
soldiers.

INIDITT NTIV DD TTY PPN DNNOP 93 PPN
NTI ITY IT7.90PNR NI TOWD ,PINaN
10 RS 0 TN, IIAN [NPIN] OND1T
NIPN 1772 TR 19 DPw 17700 0P R D
,NIPDD 1D N ORI NIPD :NDOYA NI 105
NP NINAIT, NI ROIIT,NOOTS XD
TN RO D AR PPN WP NI ORI B NP
W) :2°107 DN P NI 0PI 173p
377 [1210] N, o omseb T m (0
WA 8D 1 0N, IR RPN R ITY
NA3T] RO NI 5 1D 0P 09 .1 YD
TION 2NTIND 972 TN Y T N, [NANON
Ton, 05 5w v D MR LN P NN D
PN YMIN D YIAY D30a0 2w 0T WA
I3 I NI D302 YT, 17PN
FOYI IRIATTONS M 11 (80P 0°5N) SN
702 97 8D 10PN, 00 TN

SECTION IV. MITZVOT REGARDING THE MEZUZAH

PART A. THE MITZVAH OF WRITING AND AFFIXING THE MEZUZAH

Shulchan Aruch, Yoreh Deah 285:1 — The mezuzah parchment consists of the two written
paragraphs of the Shema, as discussed in Section I.B.

It is a positive commandment to write “Shema”
and “It shall be when you listen” and to affix
them on the doorposts of the house.

2. Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 11:1 — Multiple rooms.

It is a positive mitzvah to affix a mezuzah on
every doorway. Even if a person has many rooms
and each room has many doorways for entering
and exiting, and even if the person normally only
uses one of them, nevertheless all the doorways
require a mezuzah. Even if only a few people

live there and they only need one doorway,
nevertheless all the doorways require mezuzahs.

DN P (0 - 7,1 0°937) yuw 'D 350 Ty msn
DT I Sy opap™ (XD - 0,8 DM3T) Y

719215 w2 ORI D23 I yaph iy Mk
10205 DWWV DM 12 3TN 9O 0N
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DY YN DN DONT .M 21 050 DpD
o210 OB D91, 70N 85 P Y TS N
0N
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3. Talmud Bavli, Yoma 11b — Who must affix a mezuzah?

The Rabbis taught: “A prayer-house, a house DM PONMYT S TN 1P 10350 173 97
belonging to a woman, and one belonging to ND1 T3 7773 KDY 973 RIT 70 KW g

two partngrs, m?ust haveh a mezgzah. Is this. . DP937) NP TN 13 997 NIPNT 15 Pwss o
not self-evident? One might think, because it is X5 3T P W 9 D292 1 D 13 b (8

written “in your house,” but not “in her house™”
T7T N7 IONT NITTD 00 R A NON UM wa

or “in their house,” these people are exempt.
This comes to teach us that this is not so. But AUPII WPV RPDTPIDLPPR TP °2) TN

from where do we deduce that it is not so?

It is written, “In order that your days may be
multiplied, and the days of your children” [since
it causes a long life women and partners should
be included] (Devarim 11. 21). Why, then, is it
written “your house” (betcha)? Rabba explained,
“It should be understood as the way in which
you enter (biathcha); just as one enters the house
with the right foot, [so too the mezuzah should
be on the right side of the entrance.]”

4. Rambam, Hilchot Tefillin and Mezuzah 5:4 — A great mitzvah, not a “good luck” charm.

A prevalent custom is that we write the name P9 T30, PN TN BN PAISY , WE 3
“Shadai” on the outside of the mezuzah opposite NI 055 70D A PRI T mwasb D paw
the gap between the two paragraphs. There is I
nothing wrong with doing this, since it is on the

outside of the mezuzah.

But those who write names of angels or holy I, DPONOI SIS D03 13 PAMO 1oN 5N

names, or verses, or signs on the inside, are
included in those who have no share in the
World to Come. For those fools not only do away
with the mitzvah, but they take a great mitzvah,

5553 37797 — MMM N, PIDD IN,DRNTR MY
" KD, Dwortr R :X3m oD PoM T PRY 1
N, 7O ISH PRV ROR ;s 1A Bib

which contains the unity of God’s name and the NFITIAPNINITINI NIT I WV O oW T
concepts of loving and serving Him, and they D25 Sy oW M3, MRy 130 YR NTIPND
make it into a good luck charm for their own 0211 °53773 T3 93T N 500

benefit, based on whatever foolishness enters
their hearts that they think will help them with
the futilities of the world.

PART B. HOW TO PLACE THE MEZUZAH

The Talmud discusses the mezuzah being affixed to the doorpost in directions described as a “bolt” or an
“ankle,” which will be defined by the next few sources.

1. Talmud Bavli, Menachot 33a — The Talmud uses the term, “nagar” (bolt) for a mezuzah
placed on the doorpost in a direction which in one case is understood to be kosher, and in a
second case is not. A mezuzah placed like a “peg” is not considered kosher; when placed as
an “ankle” it is considered kosher.

Rav Yehudah said in the name of Rav: If JTIDD — 3 PO INWY 137 TN T 27 0N
someone made it [a mezuzah] like a bolt it is 1210 19BN D 93 PrRY 37 NON D XY 2PN
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not kosher. Is that so? But when Rav Yitzchak NI NI, 1739 17 920 P90 39 93T Nt
bar Yosef came he said that all the mezuzot of NO 1IN T T NS RWIT 025 039 e Sy

the house of Rebbi were made hke'a kind of NTIDND NPT N RIDD NPT N NP
bolt, and the doorway through which he came

into the Study Hall did not have a mezuzah at
all! This is not a contradiction. The first case
refers to when it was made like a peg, whereas
the second case refers to when it was made like
an ankle.

Rashi and Tosefot disagree on the correct direction of placement on the doorpost.

2. Rashi, Ibid. — When the “nagar” (bolt) refers to placement like a peg, horizontally, the
mezuzah is not kosher. When it is placed vertically, like an “ankle,” it is kosher.

If he made it like a bolt: If he fixed it to the PAMIY D D3 TN VIR - VI PRI INRYY
doorpost (horizontally) like the way carpenters S 5Ma P

put nails in the wall, like this

It is not kosher, because the mitzvah is to put in
along the length of the doorpost (vertically) like
this |

ST A0 TN 7000 RnT - 1D

3. Tosefot, Ibid, s.v. ha de-avida — How can vertical placement be kosher (as Rashi maintains),
since this is not considered respectful?

The first case refers to when it [the mezuzah] NPT - RTINDRD RTIYT NI RODDD RPIPT N
was made like a peg, whereas this case refers to MDY 5 9501 ... KIT T2 79T IND T 17
when it was made like an ankle: This is difficult PO PR DIN ... T NDY 25w PN

for Rabbeinu Tam to understand because to
place something upright is disrespectful ...

We find that the Torah and the Tablets in the
Ark were lying down, and were not upright ...
even though there was room for them to be put
upright, because the Ark was the same height
as its width ... Therefore, it seems to Rabbeinu
Tam that “like a peg” means like the pegs of the
Tabernacle, which were stuck into the ground
vertically — and this is not kosher. Like an ankle,
which is where the leg becomes horizontal, is
kosher.

Y3 51790 2P ... 13m0 NV PINT TW IR
210D YIND TIRYNT IPWT MTID TOWD NIYD
JID X535 17953 7amTR pRYa PO RIINDND

4. Shulchan Aruch and Rema, Yoreh Deah 289:6 — The Shulchan Aruch posits like Rashi that
the mezuzah should be placed vertically. The Rema is concerned for the opinion of Tosefot,
and concludes that the mezuzah should be placed at an angle, fulfilling both opinions. (See
Section II. C. above)

The mezuzah must be upright, along the height 12,1050 NI 'nmb 29N ,TDY el pRaialy
of the doorpost. The word “Shema” should be at ISR, 5 D 130T (7, 00937) Y NTY
the end of the rolled mezuzah so that it is closest DRI PI0DW K™ DAR . (73) W 1D <

to the outside.
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Rema: This is the custom. However, some say that FIFIDM MM M2 75N, AW A2 18 NON
it is not kosher if it is upright, but it should be YT PRI, PRIPTOM (A7 DWW DpDIDM W)
horizontal, across the width of the doorpost. Those T M) IOODNI IDWA TN DI, DY
who are particularly careful fulfill both opinions 191,205 IR 197,(373 D 717 ST D
and place it at an angle. This is the correct thing POIT RO WRTNPY PIDNLIOR TR P

to do, and this is the custom in our countries. You
should align it so that the top of the mezuzah,
where the word “Shema” is written, should be
facing inwards, and the last line should face
outwards.

JI TS5 NN e, 020 785 (7,1 D0737) v

The mezuzah must be upright, along the height
of the doorpost. The word “Shema” should be at
the end of the rolled mezuzah so that it is closest
to the outside.

Rema: This is the custom. However, some say that
it is not kosher if it is upright, but it should be
horizontal, across the width of the doorpost. Those
who are particularly careful fulfill both opinions
and place it at an angle. This is the correct thing

to do, and this is the custom in our countries. You
should align it so that the top of the mezuzah,
where the word “Shema” is written, should be
facing inwards, and the last line should face
outwards.

PART C. WHEN IS ONE OBLIGATED TO PUT UP A MEZUZAH?

1. Shulchan Aruch, Yoreh Deah 286:22 — When to affix a mezuzah inside and outside the Land

of Israel.
Someone who rents a house outside the Land ORI PIND PTNDI I PIRD SN 3 o
of Israel or who stays in a hotel in the Land of SN PN 13 VWOV DRSW e Mo

Israel is exempt from the mitzvah of mezuzah

for the first thirty days. Someone who rents a
house in the Land of Israel is obligated to put up
a mezuzah immediately because of the mitzvah of
settling the Land.

SN YIN W DWW, 70 I3 27N

2. Gilyon Maharsha, Yoreh Deah 286:22 — Owning a home outside of the Land of Israel.

This implies that someone who purchases a TR AW AT DNT YWD
house outside the Land of Israel is obligated
immediately.
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PART D. KISSING THE MEZUZAH.

1. Rema, Shulchan Aruch, Yoreh Deah 285:2

Rema: Some say that when you leave the house TN OY 1T MY 1P 1 KR DINWO N 175
you should place your hand on the mezuzah ION (N 7T DA I Ao o 59)
and say “God guard my going out etc.”. Similarly 35 DTN D3 1. (D) D1 ANS T
when entering you should place your hand on the T oY Y
mezuzah.

PART E. CHECKING A MEZUZAH

1. Talmud Bavli, Yoma 11a

A mezuzah of an individual must be examined D29 S 312w DBYD APT T D NINT
[to see whether it is valid] twice in seven years Saraonyd
and one of a congregation, twice in fifty years.

This class was prepared by Rabbi David Sedley
and edited by the Morasha Curriculum Team
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