











HOSPITALITY TO GUESTS

9. 1Ibid. — The connection with a person’s Divine Image occurs most when welcoming a guest.

You must know that all of this refers specifically MY DB TIRD DHIN D295 RO O v
to welcoming guests [as opposed to other forms D73 T133 7% 737 IND MM 075 TR, IND

of showing care and respect for the Divine Image 351 NI WA D030 PON 1N TWRD, DEON
of human beings], for it is specifically by the act N

of welcoming a human being into a new setting
that one displays true honor for the Divine
Image.

There is another important lesson to be learned from the fact that Avraham interrupted his prophecy with
God to invite the desert travelers (Source 7 above). Rabbi Benzion Klatzko teaches that Judaism is a religion
of action. In contrast to other religions, which may value closeness and communion with God as the highest
value, Judaism regards acting and being like God to be more important (see Michtav M’Eliyahu, Vol. 1I, pp.
179-180).

10. Vayikra 26:3-4; Rashi ibid. — The aim of Torah study should be to fulfill it in action.

If you will follow my decrees and observe My DN DIPRY 1 2098 1N 1955 iph DN

commandments and perform them, then I will T YR A9 PING M09 DOy DYV HON
provide your rains in their time and the land will ' ' o ‘ ' -

RinRiak
give its produce, and the tree of the field will give
its fruit.
Rashi: "y
“If you will follow my decrees” — ... This refers to

. . 1NN D0BY YWY ... - 1990 P DN
exerting oneself in Torah study.

“And observe My commandments” — Exert £ 59 N3 D2y N - 1MW S 1N
yourself 11.1 Torah s.tu.d.y in order to guard [against DATAD (X 17 D927) TN 13,0755 Mo
transgressing prohibitions] and to fulfill [the OIS DT OFIN
mitzvot].

For example, even though Torah study is the highest form of achieving closeness to God and His wisdom,
we would still be required to interrupt it in order to do a mitzvah that no one else can do, as described in the
following source.

11. Rambam, Hilchot Talmud Torah (Laws of Torah Study) 3:4 — Action precedes even Torah
study if no one else can do the mitzvah.

If one has a choice of doing a mitzvah or of RHON DN, 1NN TSN 8D Fwy 135

studying Torah: X D115 POB° XD DYIMN Y > msinb
UEEE VvEI..IiE*“"1&U> ... Ecan be done by others, one ATIOMS MY TIRHT T IND

should not interrupt one’s Torah study.

UEEE vEI..iE“"1aU> ... Ecannot be done by someone
else, one should do the mitzvah and then return

to one’s studies.
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HOSPITALITY TO GUESTS

KEY THEMES OF SECTION II:

7= Apart from emphasizing the centrality of hospitality to Jewish life, the Torah’s detailed description
of Avraham’s hospitality serves another purpose: it stands as a reminder and inspiration for the
generations of his descendants to follow in his footsteps. Even though Avraham observed all the
laws of the Torah, he was distinguished in the mitzvah of kindness and hospitality. Indeed, if one
wants to be called a true descendant of Avraham, then one must follow his example (Rambam,
Matnat Aniyim 10:1).

7 Furthermore, the Talmud emphasizes that hosting guests is a Godly pursuit, because every guest
is a human created in the Image of God. Therefore, hosting guests (when no one else can do the
mitzvah) is just as significant as the study of Torah, which is the pursuit of Godly wisdom in this
world. If the mitzvah of hosting guests is done properly, then it is even greater than Torah study,
since if no one else can honor the guest, who is made in God’s Image, one is in effect honoring the
Shechinah (the Divine Presence), which is greater than honoring the Torah.

7~ Finally, Avraham’s example makes an astounding statement throughout history: Hospitality
to guests is greater than communicating with God’s Presence. Due to the infinite nature of the
Presence of God, one’s connection with Him is limited while one is still in a finite body. However,
no such limitation exists when connecting with the Divine Image that resides in the soul of
another person, such as when greeting a guest!

SECTION III. THE PRINCIPLES AND DETAILS OF HOSTING
GUESTS

As we shall see in the sources below, Judaism’s approach to hospitality is all-encompassing and very detailed
— it includes greeting the guests, letting them wash and rest, making them feel comfortable, giving them food
and drink, and escorting them on their way. The details are important because in human relationships it’s

the details that count. So too, in building the relationship with God, its how we perform the details of the
mitzvot that counts. These two concepts are expressed beautifully in the mitzvah to host guests, as we shall
see below.

PART A. SEARCHING FOR GUESTS AND WELCOMING THEM

1. Chofetz Chaim, Ahavat Chesed 3:2 — One should search for guests, and accept them into
one’s home with as much affection as one would have toward a wealthy person from whom
one expects to receive a large sum of money.

In the description of Avraham’s hospitality to RYTW TN 7900 195 799°0 T A9 RNa T
strangers [see Section I, Source 1 above], the WD T DUBYRY IO T IR T P
Torah relates how although Avraham was still PN DI TN IR NS DI P SN FRD

in pain from his circumcision and the day was
hot, he nevertheless sat at the entrance to his
tent, hoping that he might spot some passerby

DORIPD 79 ONT R D 10507 2 2y
591 9N 0299 B3 B 927 D Momwn

Ristablalolbih b
whom he could invite into his home. When he T3 BeM>

did indeed see some travelers, he ran to them,
prostrated himself before them, and pleaded with
them to accept his offer of hospitality.

11 Bein Adam I’Chavero



HOSPITALITY TO GUESTS

Although this awesome level of conduct is b3 DO 11t IDIND DY ST PR DY)
beyond our reach, we should still learn from here MO T S0 DbJP‘N o99AR 0D TV D
to search for guests, and to accept them into our 7 WA P DI 1T Pwy 3

homes with great affection, much as we would
act toward a wealthy man from whom we hope to
gain a large sum of money!

The following story illustrates the effort and thoughtfulness required to host guests:

Rabbi Chaim Ozer Grodzinski was a world-renowned Torah leader in pre-war Vilna. One Sukkot in his later
years, a guest came to his home to eat in his sukkah. R’ Chaim Ozer excused himself saying that his old age
made it uncomfortable for him to sit in the sukkah, referring to the halachah that “One who is uncomfortable
due to the cold or heat in a sukkah is exempt from being there” (Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chaim 640:4), and
retired to the house. The young guest, however, was not exempt and remained to eat in the sukkah.

A short while later; R’ Chaim Ozer emerged from the house and returned to sit with the guest in the sukkah.
The guest was perplexed. R’ Chaim Ogzer explained: “The halachah states that a person is exempt from being in
the sukkah if he is uncomfortable, but it does not say that he is exempt from hospitality to guests!” (Heard from
Rabbi Eitan Feiner, Jerusalem.)

2. Chofetz Chaim, Ahavat Chesed 3:1 — There is a mitzvah to extend hospitality whether the
guest is rich or poor.

The mitzvah of hospitality to guests does not only LDMPWYI AN 3T DAMN DN MINT Y YT
include taking care of the needs of poor guests. DN 530w 153 FUON ANY PIIE PRY AN
Even if the person whom one is welcoming N7 DT120 05 DA% DwdwS ST ME’ D353

into his home is wealthy and not in need of any
material kindness, nevertheless the warmth and
respect which one shows him is a fulfillment of
this mitzvah.

SIS

Although there is a mitzvah to extend hospitality to both rich and poor, receiving poor guests is more
important since it includes the mitzvah of tzedakah (charity) as well (Ahavat Chesed, Ch. 1, in the name of
the Maharil).

Sadly, we often encounter the exact opposite of the Torah ideal, and wealthy visitors are greeted warmly and
showered with honor and attention, while the poor, especially the downtrodden and dispirited, are received
far less graciously (Ahavat Chesed, ibid.).

PART B. PROVIDING REST AND WASHING FACILITIES
1. Bereishit 18:4-5
[Avraham said:] “Take some water and wash your PV AN NP DD 1A DD YD I APY

feet, and rest under the tree. I will fetch some 3R 9N 0935 1YY DS D AN
bread and you will satiate yourselves, then [you

can| go on [with your journey].”
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HOSPITALITY TO GUESTS

2. Chofetz Chaim, Ahavat Chesed 3:2 — When guests arrive, one should immediately allow them
to wash and rest if they need to.

Afterwards, Avraham told the guests to rest under 95 TN - DAMNTD WAR DTN W3 DN
the tree while he prepared their meal. We may DN IR NP - H1ORS 937 PR OIS P
learn from here that one should offer his guests D TV AN DY WO DY YD A1 O S
the opportunity to rest up from their travels WIS 15 R DIING FINTD W DY TS
before serving them food and drink. T A e

Since guests might need to wash, one should make sure that his facilities are kept clean and attractive for
their use (Journey to Virtue, Rabbi Avrohom Ehrman, 56:9).

PART C. PERSONALLY SERVING THE GUESTS

1. Bereishit 18:8

He [Avraham] stood before them, under the tree, A5ONN PYIT AN OTOY THY NI
and they ate.

2. Chofetz Chaim, Ahavat Chesed, 3:2 — A host should not consider it beneath his dignity to
personally serve his guests.

[The above verse teaches that] Avraham himself L9998 Y 59 Do S TY 18y
stood over them and served them throughout
their meal.

Avraham, who had been coronated Prince of God by all the nations, did not consider it beneath his dignity to
serve his guests, even though he believed them to be low and uncouth idol worshippers. He, in turn, learned
from God, Who provides for every creature (see Kiddushin 32b). Therefore, how much more so should
ordinary hosts treat ordinary guests with honor and deference (Journey to Virtue, Rabbi Avrohom Ehrman,
56:12).

PART D. SERVING FOOD CHEERFULLY AND SENSITIVELY

1. Chofetz Chaim, Ahavat Chesed 3:2 — Following Avraham’s example, we should provide for the
needs of our guests — food, drink, a place to wash and rest, etc. — cheerfully and sensitively.

When guests arrive at one’s home, he should 195 DTN INTYD DT D790 1300
greet them cheerfully and set out food for them Db TR DWN M’ D35 9303 53R DR SY
immediately, for perhaps they are hungry but are DO 1) SINED A 257 39 DI 03 D19ND
too.aShamed to ask for food. He Shf’uld prOV?de 195315 v DR ANY MO D353 KDY MY 0753
Fhelr ne.eds with a pleasgnt expression. Even if he ey
is worried about something, he should attempt to

keep his concerns hidden [so that the guest does

not feel that he is inconveniencing his host].

He should speak to them pleasantly so that they ON1.WH3 1w ORd T 1Y, 01373 DN
will feel comfortable. He should not talk about DIWN3 DM N 93w D PIINSD 0k 150
his troubles, since they will think that they are T3P 1L TARDY YO IR DA
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HOSPITALITY TO GUESTS

the cause of them, and that he is losing money by
hosting them.

While the guest is eating, the host should express
his wish that he could serve even more and better
food, as the verse states: “And offer your soul

to the hungry [and satisfy the afflicted soul].”
(Yeshayahw/Isaiah 58:10). In other words, one
should show them good will.

Regarding the verse: “Surely you should break
your bread for the hungry” (Yeshayahu 58:7),
the Zohar (Parshat Vayakhel) teaches that the
host should slice the bread in the presence of the
guests because they might be ashamed to slice it
themselves. To prevent embarrassing the guests,
one should not watch them closely [or in any
way make them self-conscious| while they are
eating.

519 1R DY WO MY 7N MR AP
MBI O3 2PTD PO IR, $PO PR
) (6B} lle) )

2% DD RIS PIDDT HY S I NN
105 0% M AN PANS 1937 Y3 PAsY “Tend
1072 oW 1w 591,05 851 w1 85w 10 NG
A RO T, DN NI 1303

If one sees that his guests wish to remain only a short while and then continue on their way, he should
suggest that they eat only a small amount rather than delay them with a full meal (Ahavat Chesed 3:2, based
on Bereishit 18:5 where Avraham encourages his guests to continue their journey after partaking of a small

meal).

The following story is a striking example of the importance of making guests feel comfortable by engaging in

pleasant conversation:

Once, a guest went to the Slonimer Rebbe (Rabbi Sholom Noach Berezovsky) for a meal on Rosh HaShanah,
one of the holiest and most auspicious days of the year. The guest was very excited to be in the presence of such
a great Sage renowned for his fiery devotion and complete immersion in spiritual matters, and wondered what

great revelations he might witness.

But when he sat down at the meal he was disappointed. He saw that the holy Rebbe spent the meal talking to
him and the other guests — one of whom was a less observant cousin of the Rebbe. Then he realized: the Rebbe
was inquiring about their welfare, their health, their families, and their jobs to make them feel comfortable,
accepted, and cared for as guests. Indeed this was a revelation of loving-kindness and consideration more holy
than he’d considered imagining. (Heard from Rabbi Binyomin Feldman, Jerusalem.)

PART E. PROVIDING SLEEPING FACILITIES

1. Chofetz Chaim, Ahavat Chesed 3:2

If the guests are spending the night in his home,
he should give them the best of his bedding. A
person sleeps better in a comfortable bed. At
times a good rest can be even more important
than a good meal! In order to motivate oneself,
one should say to oneself: “If I were the guest I
would certainly want to be treated with respect
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and concern. I should therefore treat my guest
accordingly. A person never knows where he
might eventually end up!” (See Shabbat 152b.)

PART FE ESCORTING GUESTS ON THEIR WAY

HOSPITALITY TO GUESTS

1. Bereishit 21:33; Rashi, Sotah 10a, s.v. pundak — Avraham’s hospitality included escorting his

guests on their way.

He [Avraham] planted an eshel in Be’er Sheva,
and he called out there in the name of God,
Master of the Universe.

Rashi:

“[he planted an eshel which is] a lodge” — for
travelers. The term eshel is an acronym for the
Hebrew words: eating, drinking, and escorting
guests on their way.

D 5P 10w DY RPN AL NI DN pon

249
D4R DY .DTMIN I3 TR0 — pTD
SR IR IR NI NPON

2. Chofetz Chaim, Ahavat Chesed 3:2 — Guests should be shown the way to their destination.

Especially if the guest is not familiar with the way,
and the roads branch out in several directions, it
is a great mitzvah to accompany him or at least
clearly explain where to go so that he will not get
lost.

TITN,TITA 0T PIVIPN ANINT DN 995N

SINITONION 725 1139 M3 M2 a5 wannn

w712 D RO 970 317 15 9935 Doy IR 1D

3. Maharal, Netivot Olam, Netiv Gemilut Chasadim, Ch. 5 — Escorting the guest is a way of
according the proper honor to one who is created in the Divine Image.

When someone sets out on the way and others
see him off, they in effect give honor to the
Divine Image in which he was created. If people
fail to do so, it is as if they had shed his blood [as
is stated in Sotah 46b], for when one is robbed
of the honor due to his Divine Image this is true
bloodshed.

PIOBT .M PP R42YTITD NBD WWND 70
T 1T03 KW MNP PRY T30 158 N
PN DRY...TI07 INW3 991,777 19 1% PIw

PHD DOVBY LIPD, DT TON 1N NN PO

0987 219321, 0°p5N 0583 N33 DTN N M08

25 DT MDY MIRY T

The Talmud states that escorting one’s guest ensures that “he is not harmed” (Sotah 46b). The Maharsha

explains:

4. Maharsha, Sotah 45b — An escort provides physical as well as spiritual protection to one’s

guest.

Once one has begun to accompany another
person, he has shown his desire and wish to
protect him. His very intentions can have the
effect of protecting the traveler for the entire

15

WIS, PP 03 AN T ImSh B v
930 W NN, TITRR Y™
5B S PANDHY IN... 1285 7770 593 17anS
MO DY PRI TR M NN DN
el tntel Pl iaind
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HOSPITALITY TO GUESTS

journey [even after the two have parted] ...
Another explanation is that the “guardian angels”
of the escort will complete the action that he had
begun and walk in his stead to accompany the
guest and protect him from danger.

PART G. HOW FAR MUST ONE ESCORT ONE’S GUESTS?

1. Rambam, Hilchot Aveil 14:3 — The guest should be escorted according to the honor due to

him.

How far must one accompany a guest? A Torah
teacher should accompany his disciple until just
outside the city. One friend should accompany
another to the Shabbat limits (two thousand amot
or one kilometer outside the city). One should
accompany one’s Torah teacher for one parsah
(approximately 4.5 kilometers). And if the guest
was one’s primary teacher of Torah, he should
escort him for three parsa’ot (approximately 13
kilometers).

505 397 273 0N 271 R MW a0
W DI TV 1AM WORM LIPS Iy Ty
TV PIAM 137 77 DN, 10D T 370 TS
JTINDYD SY

2. S’ma, Choshen Mishpat, 427:11 — In practice, the custom is for the guest to excuse his host
from escorting him these distances and accept an escort of two meters from the host’s door.

Today we are not in the habit of escorting
guests to this extent. The reason for this is

that it is assumed that people forgo the honor.
Nevertheless, one should escort his guest to
the gate, or at least four amot (approximately 2
meters).

55 A PR RITRT OINSD W4T 0P

Sy oo5mus M P17 oW D7D TV 137 Trbn
995 I W TV 1N DY IR MY 75 W 070

549 IR T IImE

3. Chofetz Chaim, Ahavat Chesed, 3:2 (footnote) — A short distance of escort suffices since
roads today are clearly marked and not as dangerous as in the past. Nevertheless, the host
should escort his guest at least for the minimum distance of two meters.

Nevertheless, one may not absolve himself from

93991035 115 M 1A8Y NN Mo 1951 Han

this mitzvah completely even in our day, for the PR ROW SIS TOUD 92T NI YWD XA
Talmud implies that the protection that is secured NS MR 3 IO T B B .77 N 1

through escorting another human being has a
metaphysical component as well. Additionally,

it is only through escorting guests that one
thoroughly completes the mitzvah of hospitality.
This is hinted to in the word eshel [which is used
by the Torah to describe Avraham’s hospitality],
which is an acronym for the Hebrew words:
eating, drinking, and escorting.

Bein Adam I'Chavero 16
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HOSPITALITY TO GUESTS

(I heard about an incident involving a well-
known [and generous| host who had a fire on
his property. People wondered why the merit of
this mitzvah of hospitality did not protect him,
One of the leaders of the generation answered:
it was the custom of this host to only provide
food and drink for his guests and not to escort
them. The first letters of the words “eating” and
“drinking” in Hebrew make an acronym which
forms the word “fire.” In other words, [since the
host was lacking in the aspect of escorting] the
mitzvah did not have the power to protect him
completely...)

KEY THEMES OF SECTION III:

7~ The guiding theme to all the details of hosting guests is that one must strive to emulate the
hospitality of Avraham and Sarah. This means tending to the needs of the guests warmly and
sensitively, so that they will feel comfortable and welcome — right from greeting them at the front
door to seeing them off on their journey.

7 Therefore, one should seek out guests and treat them with great warmth, as if each one were a
wealthy person from whom one stands to realize a great profit. When guests arrive, one should
immediately allow them to wash or rest if they need to. The food should be served immediately
and not just offered, since guests often decline offers out of politeness or embarrassment, but
when food is served they are quite happy to eat. The host should personally serve the guests in a
cheerful and sensitive manner, which means not watching them closely or in any way making them
feel self-conscious! Finally, they should be escorted when they leave in order to accord them honor
and show them the way.

SECTION IV. EDUCATING ONE’S CHILDREN TO EXTEND
HOSPITALITY

1. Chofetz Chaim, Ahavat Chesed, 3:2 — One should educate one’s children to distinguish
themselves in this mitzvah.

Additionally, we can learn [from the account of ISR I3 03 DTN T, 0w Tndh Hon oy
Avraham’s hospitality] that one must educate D T YT AP “I3T DR 1N O 10D
one’s children to do this mitzvah. As it is written, IS 19315 SRYILS by

“And he gave [the meat] to the youth [to prepare
for the guests]” (Bereishit 18:7). Rashi explains
that this refers to Avraham’s son, Yishmael, whom
Avraham was training to perform mitzvot.
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HOSPITALITY TO GUESTS

The following story illustrates the extent to which children can take pleasure in hosting and sharing:

Once, a guest came to a Jerusalem family for a Shabbat meal. The guest noticed that there were six people at
the table — the host, the host’s wife, their three children and himself. He also noticed that only five pieces of
chicken were served. The host gave a whole piece of chicken to the guest, and cut the last piece in half to share
between two children. The guest felt like he was imposing on the family — even though no one else at the table
seemed bothered — and refused all further invitations to eat there again.

Finally, he accepted an offer to eat with them again, and brought some chocolates for the host’ children as a
gift. But something unexpected happened: when he gave the chocolates to the three children, they said thank
you and immediately ran out of the house! A minute later the three children returned with nine of their friends.
They all sat down on the living room floor and portioned out the chocolates with beaming smiles!

Then it dawned on the guest: the children had been so positively educated about sharing with guests, that they
got more enjoyment from sharing their chocolate — and their chicken — with others, than eating it themselves!
(Adapted from Rabbi Paysach Krohn’s Maggid Speaks series.)

In the above story, it was fortunate that the guest came back a second time to see how much his hosts and
their children truly loved performing acts of hospitality. However, on his first visit the guest felt like he was
imposing on the family, and therefore did not want to come back. We learn from this that performing acts of
kindness must be carefully thought through. For example, the host should have thought to himself, “I want
to exert myself to give more food to the guest, but how will he feel about this: honored or uncomfortable?”
This concept is known as “helping to bear another’s burden.” (Pirkei Avot 6:5; Rabbi Reuven Leuchter,
written correspondence; see also Rabbi Shlomo Wolbe, Alei Shur, Vol. 1, p. 253 for more details on this
concept.)

KEY THEMES OF SECTION IV:

7> The Torah reveals that God loved Avraham because he would always convey God’s teachings to his
children (Bereishit 18:19). A person reveals his values by what he teaches his children. For one to
advocate morality but not inculcate it into one’s own family reveals that his principles are less than
sincere. In summing up the greatness of Avraham and the reason he was entitled to a role in the
Divine scheme of the world, God said that he merited it because of what he taught his children.
Following Avraham’s example, we too should teach our children to love kindness and hospitality.

SECTION V. THE REWARD FOR HOSPITALITY AND
ESCORTING GUESTS

The Talmud teaches that providing hospitality is singled out as one of the few mitzvot that earns a reward in
this world as well as in the World to Come (Shabbat 127a).

1. Rabbi Aharon Roth, Shulchan HaTahor, p. 101a — One’s welcome into the World to Come is
based on how one welcomed guests in this world.

The Tikkunei Zohar teaches that the manner PR 53PN DIRY JT0...978 M3 RN

in which one welcomes guests in this world D52 I D953 155 NSO N DTN
determines the manner in which his soul will be oy

welcomed into the next world.
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2. Talmud Bavli, Chagigah 27a; Rashi, ibid. — Hospitality has the power to erase the effects of
one’s transgressions.

It is written: “The Altar was of wood, three cubits IMAR DO 10N T2 BN WO Yy Mt 00T
tall, and its length was two cubits including its m5~,wn 15K 7937 1A PR RN b POIYIPIN
corners. Its surface and its sides were of wood. T3D5 TR

He [the angel] said to me, ‘This is the table that is
before God” (Yechezkel/Ezekiel 41:22).

[This verse seems puzzling:] It begins by referring Riaril7aYaikieligittanlnisls
to the Altar, and ends off [by referring to the
same object as| a table!

Rabbi Yochanan as well as Reish Lakish DPAW 3082 A0 MNT W’P5 I A 029
explained: When the Beit HaMikdash [Temple 5w NS Ywsy 0N DY 9501 M 0P WP
in Jerusalem] stood, the Altar atoned for one’s 5 9951 DTN

transgressions [by way of the offerings burned
there]. Now, when there is no Beit HaMikdash,
the table [upon which one eats] atones for one’s

transgressions.

Rashi: oy
“His table atones for him” — through hospitality '

to guests. DTN NIDISAS — YO 9050 oW

3. Talmud Bavli, Sotah 46b — There is tremendous reward for merely pointing out the correct
way; how much more so for actually escorting someone.

[When the men of the tribe of Yosef (Joseph) DI INTY BRI MW 72 PR 0N DR,
wanted to capture a city they could not find its CDUTTRIAND N RIIPRIT IR VYT I NV LN
entrance, whereupon they spotted someone and PV R TN DR
asked him.]

The reward for escorting another person is D73 Y2373 707 N1 PO 92T Now 718 333 T
boundless, as it is written, “The guards saw a man O IR 1D T 93 A0 T3 WRNG 11030
leaving the city and asked him, ‘Show us the way Rajami RuiaFainiipliALbbuk}

into the city!” And he showed them the entrance”
( Shoftim/ Judges 1:24). [He was then rewarded
immensely. Because he showed them the way
with his finger they saved him. He thereupon left
and built the famous city of Luz.]

If this Canaanite, who did not even utter a word
or take one step, was rewarded so greatly, imagine
the great reward for someone who actually
accompanies another by walking with him.

The above account from the Talmud indicates that one does not have to be a “host” to perform the mitzvah
of “escorting.” Rather, any person who needs escort or directions is considered a “guest” to the one who
possesses the knowledge and shows him the way (Rabbi Avrohom Ehrman, Journey to Virtue, 56:22).
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HOSPITALITY TO GUESTS

4.

Rambam, Hilchot Aveil 14:2 — Escorting guests is even greater than hosting them.

The reward for escorting guests is greater than DN PP DI XI5 1 DT b oW
all [other types of kindness]. It is the institution 09977 921y DIRD — A XY oM 9T AN
established by Avraham Avinu — he would feed DYFIN IO TN 9 N TR
passersby and then escort them on their way. YRR IDIST I DNDN...APDW 3D NO3PAD

Hospitality is as great as greeting the Divine
Presence — and escorting guests is even greater
than extending hospitality! The Sages taught,
whoever does not accompany one’s guest is as if
he spilled blood.

DT IOW YN0 D R 5D 0o

Why is escorting guests considered greater than hosting them?

5.

Based on Rabbi Yitzchak Berkovits, Jerusalem Kollel, December 2009 — Escorting accords
honor and leads to enhanced self-esteem.

The Rambam?’ statement: “Whoever does not accompany one’s guest is as if he spilled blood” is based
on Devarim 21:1-9 where a corpse found between two cities is attributed to a host not escorting this
guest. The Talmud relates that the Sages of the nearest town lay their hands on an eglah arufah, a cow,
in atonement for the death and say, “We are blameless for his death.” Do we really suspect them of
killing this visitor?

Rashi explains that this guest was either not escorted properly, or he was not given the honor necessary
for him to feel good about himself, so that when bandits came he was too emotionally depleted to
defend himself, and so was killed. Therefore, we escort a guest for two reasons: (1) to show him the
way, and (2) to bestow honor upon him, which has practical ramifications for his safety.

The mitzvah of inviting guests essentially ensures the provision of food and lodging for a visitor.
However, escorting a guest is considered more important since this accords him honor, leading to
enhanced self-esteem, which will help him (or even ensure his safety) on his journey.

KEY THEMES OF SECTION V:

el

e

The reward for the mitzvah of hospitality is limitless and has far-reaching spiritual implications.

There is a general principle that a person’s experiences in the World to Come are based on his
actions and moral choices in this world. Therefore, it follows that a person’s experience as a newly
arrived “guest” in the World to Come will be determined by how one greeted guests in this world.
Furthermore, even something as insignificant as pointing out the way is a form of escorting, and
when done with the proper intent it is a fulfillment of the mitzvot to love one’s fellow and emulate
God’s ways, which carry unimaginable spiritual reward.

Thus, it could be said that guests give the host much more than the host gives the guests. Therefore,
one should truly “seek out guests as if each one were a wealthy person from whom one stands to
realize a great profit” (Ahavat Chesed 3:2, Section 1II above).

Finally, escorting guests is considered even greater than hosting them.
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HOSPITALITY TO GUESTS

ADDITIONAL RECOMMENDED READING & SOURCES

Chofetz Chaim: Loving Kindness — Daily lessons in the power of giving, Rabbi Fischel Schachter and Chana
Nestlebaum (ArtScroll, 2003)

The Code of Jewish Conduct — The Laws of Interpersonal Relationships, Rabbi Yitzchok Silver (Israel
Bookshop, 2008)
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